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clear that our current approach is not working.
Over twenty years and $11 billion later, their
vulnerable status remains virtually unchanged.
Four Biological Opinions have been rejected
by the courts as insufficient for fish survival.
Last month’s latest BiOp represents little
change from the previous version, stoking the
possibility of renewed court challenges.

It's time to reevaluate our failed efforts and
consider the best approach forward, including
the possibility of removing four dams on the
lower Snake River. Last century, over 1,100
dams were removed throughout the country.
Last month marked the start of the removal of
yet another dam: the Rockford Dam on lowa’s
Shell Rock River is being breached, among
other reasons, to restore fish passage to 21.5
miles of the river. The legislation | am re-intro-
ducing today, the Salmon Solutions and Plan-
ning Act, commissions studies to focus our ef-
forts so that all factors are taken into account
when considering dam removal. Our salmon
recovery efforts must be informed, cost effec-
tive, and successful.

Inaction is not an option. We must use the
best available science to protect this vital
American resource before it’s too late.

———

IN HONOR OF THE CITY OF
YUMA’'S CENTENNIAL

HON. PAUL A. GOSAR
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IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, February 26, 2014

Mr. GOSAR. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
celebrate the centennial of Yuma, Arizona.
Though it has been a city for 100 years, Yuma
has a long and storied history. The Colorado
River, on the banks of which Yuma lies, has
had a shaping influence on the city and is an
essential part of its history. Not only did the
Colorado bring the area’s first European visi-
tors—Spanish explorers who sailed up the
river in 1540 and discovered a thriving Native
American village on its banks—it is also the
reason for the very existence of the city.

Today it is the river's water that is most im-
portant to this desert city, providing drinking
water to its residents and irrigation water to its
surrounding farms. Because of the ample sun-
shine, the plentiful irrigation, and the rich soil,
Yuma County, of which Yuma is the county
seat, is the winter vegetable capital of the
world: 90% of the country’s leafy vegetables
are grown there from November to March.

Prior to the early 1900s, however, it was the
physical presence of the river that shaped
Yuma. Though today the river is tame at
Yuma, prior to the early 1900s the Colorado’s
banks were in constant flux, stretching up to
15 miles across at times. This made crossing
the river a challenge. There was one point,
however, at which 2 outcroppings made the
river narrow. It was at this strategic point,
called the Yuma Crossing, where the Native
American settlement that would become Yuma
was first established.

Variously known as Colorado City and Ari-
zona City, the city at Yuma Crossing was in-
corporated under the laws of the State of Ari-
zona in 1914. The Yuma Crossing was used
by thousands of people during the California
gold rush, establishing the site’s importance in
American history. Eventually the US Army built
a fort at Yuma and used it as a supply base
for its southwestern operations. Yuma was
also the site of the infamous Arizona Territorial
Prison, emblematic of the Wild West.
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From its original Native American settlers to
its Wild West days, Yuma’s story is part of the
American story. It has been an incorporated
city for 100 years. Here’s to 100 more.

——
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Mr. THOMPSON of California. Mr. Speaker,
| rise today to honor Master Sergeant Anthony
Daniel Cutter upon his retirement from the
United States Air Force. | thank him for his
twenty years of dedicated and honorable serv-
ice to our country.

Sergeant Cutter was born and raised in
Lake County, California. In December, 1993,
he joined the United States Air Force.
Throughout his career, Sergeant Cutter was
stationed across the United States as well as
overseas. He was deployed to South Korea,
Saudi Arabia, Jordan, Irag and Afghanistan.
For his honorable service Sergeant Cutter re-
ceived two Meritorious Service Medals, one
upon his return from Afghanistan in 2011 and
the other in Las Vegas in 2014.

Throughout his years of service, Sergeant
Cutter remained a dedicated husband and fa-
ther to his four children. When home on leave,
he generously volunteered his time to support
Operation Tango Mike; an organization that
aims to support fellow service men and
women by sending care packages to troops
stationed overseas.

Mr. Speaker, it is appropriate at this time
that we honor and thank Sergeant Cutter for
his invaluable service to our country. His twen-
ty years of service with the United States Air
Force is both admirable and deserving of rec-
ognition. On behalf of a grateful community, |
wish him a most enjoyable retirement.

———
COMMENDING SOCIAL SECURITY
EMPLOYEES FOR FIGHTING

FRAUD
HON. XAVIER BECERRA

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
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Mr. BECERRA. Mr. Speaker, millions of
Americans pay into Social Security every
week, knowing that when they need Social
Security, it will be there for them. Without So-
cial Security’s dedicated, highly-trained work-
force, we would not be able to stop fraud and
errors and guard those contributions until they
are needed.

The Social Security Administration (SSA) re-
cently stopped two large fraud conspiracies,
one in Puerto Rico and one in New York. |
want to commend the hundreds of Social Se-
curity employees, investigators, and state dis-
ability determination services employees, as
well as state, local, and federal prosecutors
and law enforcement officers who worked tire-
lessly to detect, investigate, and prosecute
these crimes. | would also like to particularly
acknowledge some of the hard-working public
servants who played especially key roles.

DDS Medical Consultant Dr. Ascisclo
Marxuach; DDS Medical Consultant Dr.
Vicente Sanchez; DDS Systems Manager
Juan Ocasio; DDS Systems Manager Javier
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Ortiz; District Manager and former Disability
Processing Unit Manager Diane Maldonado;
Disability =~ Program  Administrator ~ Annie
Malave; Program Analyst Susan Palais; and
Program Analyst Maria Lora.

Area Office Supervisor Awilda Montalvo; As-
sistant  Regional  Administrator  Yvonne
Bastide; Lead Disability Processing Specialist
Kathleen Fitzpatrick; Lead Disability Proc-
essing Specialist Michael Warner; Deputy As-
sistant Regional Commissioner Frank Barry;
Center for Disability Deputy Director Jose
Colon; Special Agent-in-Charge Edward Ryan;
Assistant  Special Agent-in-Charge  John
Grasso; Assistant Special Agent-in-Charge
Anthony Piazza; Resident Agent-in-Charge
Sharon McDermott; Special Agent Peter
Dowd; Special Agent Manuel Rivera; CDI
Team Leader Angel Rodriguez; Management
Support Specialist Jaimie Arce; CDI Specialist
Amanda Rios; and CDI Specialist Karen
Velez.

Mr. Speaker, | commend these patriotic
Americans for their work to protect Social Se-
curity for American families.

PERSONAL EXPLANATION

HON. SAM GRAVES

OF MISSOURI
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, February 26, 2014

Mr. GRAVES of Missouri. Mr. Speaker, on
Tuesday, February 25, | missed a series of
rollcall votes. Had | been present, | would
have voted “yea” on #63 and #64.

A TRIBUTE TO QUINN WILSON

HON. TOM LATHAM

OF IOWA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, February 26, 2014

Mr. LATHAM. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
congratulate and honor Quinn Wilson, a 17-
year-old senior of Ankeny High School in
Ankeny, lowa, who has achieved national rec-
ognition for exemplary volunteer service in his
community from the 2014 Prudential Spirit of
Community Awards program.

The Prudential Spirit of Community Awards
program is our country’s largest youth recogni-
tion program based entirely on volunteer com-
munity service. The program was created in
conjunction with Prudential and the National
Association of Secondary School Principals to
honor middle and high school students for out-
standing service to benefit others at the local,
state, and national level. Since 1995, more
than 345,000 American youths have partici-
pated in this excellent program.

Quinn was recently selected as one of
lowa’s four distinguished finalists for creating
and organizing a musical instrument collection
program for young children who could not oth-
erwise afford to pursue their musical passions.
Quinn’s program, “An Instrument in Every
Hand,” has assisted more than 40 local chil-
dren by donating used or refurbished musical
instruments. Mr. Wilson was inspired to pur-
sue the initiative through his own experience
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