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Mr. Speaker, as Judge Hathaway prepares 

to embark upon a new chapter on her life, I 
congratulate her and thank her for her many 
years of service to the people of Wayne Coun-
ty. Over her more than two decades of public 
service, Judge Hathaway has developed ex-
pertise and experience that will cause her to 
be greatly missed in the court room. 
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WELCOMING THE CITY OF THOU-
SAND OAKS’ SISTER CITY, 
SHIBEI DISTRICT OF QINGDAO 
OF THE PEOPLE’S REPUBLIC OF 
CHINA 

HON. JULIA BROWNLEY 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, February 27, 2014 

Ms. BROWNLEY of California. Mr. Speaker, 
today, I rise to recognize the City of Thousand 
Oaks, California, who will be welcoming its 
sister city, Shibei District of Qingdao of the 
People’s Republic of China, for their first visit 
to the Conejo Valley on February 27, 2014. 

Formally approved on July 9, 2013, the 
Thousand Oaks City Council unanimously ac-
cepted the concept of Thousand Oaks, Cali-
fornia and Shibei District, Qingdao as sister 
cities. The relationship between the two cities 
has a mission to create an environment for 
promoting and developing effective and mutu-
ally beneficial cooperation between the citi-
zens of both municipalities. It is a harmonious 
relationship in which both parties conduct re-
ciprocal cultural, educational, business, profes-
sional and technical exchanges. The friendly 
cooperation between both cities is based on 
the principles of mutual respect of the partners 
and the sovereignty of each state. 

With a large Asian-American population 
presence in the Conejo Valley, community 
leaders, in collaboration with the Center for 
Asian Performing Arts, conceptualized the 
idea of a sister city relationship with China to 
promote Asian culture and support the cultural 
exchange between East and West. 

There are many shared interests and com-
monalities among the two cities which makes 
it an ideal partnership. While Thousand Oaks 
was named among the top ten safest large cit-
ies in the United States, Shibei District, 
Qingdao was named among the top ten livable 
cities with the most beautiful bay in China. Ad-
ditionally, both cities have developed in the 
areas of technology. 

Among the delegation members that will 
visit the Conejo Valley are the mayor of the 
Shibei District, the directors of the Bureau of 
Tourism and of the Bureau of Economic De-
velopment, and the deputy chief of staff for the 
Department of Commerce. On this momentous 
occasion, the mayors of both cities will sign 
documents declaring their formal relationship. 

I want to congratulate Thousand Oaks and 
Shibei District on this momentous occasion 
and look forward to the future accomplish-
ments and successes that this relationship will 
foster. 

PRIVATE PROPERTY RIGHTS 
PROTECTION ACT OF 2013 

SPEECH OF 

HON. RUSH HOLT 
OF NEW JERSEY 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, February 25, 2014 

Mr. HOLT. Mr. Speaker, in 2005 I supported 
a similar version of this bill that was truly bi-
partisan and aimed at reversing a Supreme 
Court decision, Kelo v. City of New London. In 
that decision, the Court upheld the right of 
New London to take private property and 
transfer it to another private individual for the 
purpose of increasing the tax revenue of the 
city. The House passed that bill (H.R. 4128) 
by a vote of 376–38, but the Senate never 
took up H.R. 4128. 

Unfortunately, the version before us today 
goes much farther than the more narrowly tai-
lored 2005 bill. H.R. 1944 would bar any form 
of eminent domain related to generating eco-
nomic activity. Such a sweeping approach is 
contrary to the Constitution and to our history. 

The rights of property owners were so im-
portant to our nation’s founders that they en-
shrined property rights in our Constitution. 
However, the Founders knew that towns and 
municipalities would need to look after the 
greater public good and occasionally acquire 
property with just compensation to the owners 
in order to use that property for public good. 
The power of eminent domain has enabled us 
to make many advances over the years. It 
was used to create the national railroad sys-
tem, the interstate highway system, and make 
telephone, electric, sewer, and water lines 
available to all our communities. Eminent do-
main, when used properly, is a critical power 
of government that has benefited people in 
New Jersey and across America. This bill 
would eviscerate this power, and for that rea-
son I cannot support this bill in its current 
form. 

f 

TAXPAYERS RIGHT-TO-KNOW ACT 

SPEECH OF 

HON. KENNY MARCHANT 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, February 25, 2014 

Mr. MARCHANT. Mr. Speaker, I rise today 
in strong support of the ‘‘Taxpayer Right-to- 
Know-Act.’’ 

The Taxpayer Right-to-Know Act would re-
quire all federal agencies to describe, in detail, 
all programs under their agency, their costs, 
the number of employees running each pro-
gram, and possible duplication. Reports would 
be due each year. 

Agencies would also have to publish per-
formance reviews and improper payment 
rates. OMB would then analyze the reports for 
overlapping programs and provide concrete 
recommendations on how to reduce duplica-
tion and waste. 

This bill would ensure greater transparency, 
enhance scrutiny of taxpayer dollars, and help 
deliver better value to the American people. 

The Taxpayer Right-to-Know Act is about 
transparency, fiscal responsibility, and finding 
solution to right-size the government for the 
American people. 

REMEMBERING THE HONORABLE 
MARCUS EUGENE COLLINS, SR. 

HON. SANFORD D. BISHOP, JR. 
OF GEORGIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Thursday, February 27, 2014 

Mr. BISHOP of Georgia. Mr. Speaker, it is 
with a heavy heart and solemn remembrance 
that I rise today to pay tribute to a great man, 
veteran, and outstanding public servant, the 
Honorable Marcus Eugene Collins, Sr. Sadly, 
Marcus passed away on Friday, February 14, 
2014, at the age of 87. The funeral service 
was held on Monday, February 17, 2014, at 3 
p.m., in the chapel of Jamerson-Braswell Fu-
neral Home in Pelham, Georgia. 

Born on January 25, 1927, in Albany, Geor-
gia, Marcus spent most of his life in Pelham, 
Georgia. As a veteran of World War II, Marcus 
honorably and courageously served his coun-
try. 

Marcus was also dedicated to serving his 
local community in Georgia. He represented 
Pelham in the Georgia House of Representa-
tives for twenty years and served as Chair of 
the House Ways and Means Committee. After 
his time in the House of Representatives, 
Marcus was appointed Commissioner of the 
Georgia Department of Revenue. He served in 
this capacity from 1983 until his retirement in 
1996. Later, Marcus was appointed Executive 
Director of the Tobacco Community Develop-
ment Board. 

Hailed by his friends and family as a true 
Southern gentleman, Marcus was a ‘‘mover 
and shaker’’ in the community. He was ahead 
of his time, a true innovator, and a crucial 
player in South Georgia leadership. He was 
an inspiring mentor to me and to many others 
and the great legacy he leaves to all of us is 
the faithful and dedicated life he led. 

Maya Angelou once said, ‘‘A great soul 
serves everyone all the time. A great soul 
never dies.’’ Marcus is undoubtedly great be-
cause of his distinguished service to his com-
munity, devotion to his work, and the compas-
sion he showed for his friends and loved ones. 

Marcus is survived by his wife, Elizabeth; 
children, Elizabeth, Marcus, David, Jennifer, 
and Rebecca; and thirteen grandchildren. He 
was a devoted member of Lake Pleasant Bap-
tist Church in Pelham, Georgia. 

Mr. Speaker, my wife Vivian and I would like 
to extend our deepest condolences to the Col-
lins family and we pray that they be encour-
aged by their abiding faith and the Holy Spirit 
during the coming days, weeks, and months 
ahead. I also ask my colleagues to join me 
today in paying tribute to the Honorable 
Marcus Eugene Collins, Sr., and his legacy of 
service to the city of Pelham and State of 
Georgia. He loved the people of Mitchell 
County and he was committed to making the 
community prosperous and to improving the 
quality of life. He will truly be missed. 
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IN RECOGNITION OF RONALD 
DAVIS 

HON. JACKIE SPEIER 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Thursday, February 27, 2014 

Ms. SPEIER. Mr. Speaker, I rise to honor 
Ronald Davis who has been East Palo Alto’s 
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