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Police Chief for the last nine years and served 
on Oakland’s Police Department for 19 years 
before that. Chief Davis has demonstrated 
outstanding leadership and innovation in re-
ducing crime and increasing public trust 
through community policing efforts and part-
nerships with other agencies. 

His talent and skills didn’t go unnoticed na-
tionally and Chief Davis was appointed by At-
torney General Eric Holder to lead the Office 
of Community Oriented Policing Services, 
COPS, at the U.S. Department of Justice. In 
his new capacity, Director Davis supports law 
enforcement allies across the country, includ-
ing the East Palo Alto Police Department. 

Chief Davis led East Palo Alto—once known 
as the murder capital of the United States— 
out of one of the worst crime crises in the 
country. He launched a first of its kind partner-
ship between a city and the State. The East 
Palo Alto Police Department partnered with 
the California Department of Correction and 
Rehabilitation to implement a parole-reentry 
program that provided programming and en-
forcement services and a job program with the 
California Department of Transportation. The 
results were amazing: the return-to-custody 
rates dropped from more than 60 percent to 
less than 20 percent. 

Chief Davis also worked closely with local 
church leaders and social service providers. 
He rehabilitated gang members by offering job 
and drug counseling along with medical care 
to them in exchange for giving up their crimi-
nal activities. He understood and was an inte-
gral part of his community. 

His optimism and drive to improve the sys-
tem have guided his life and career. Davis 
earned his Bachelor of Science from Southern 
Illinois University and completed the Senior 
Executives in State and Local Government 
Program at Harvard Kennedy School of Gov-
ernment. 

He has co-authored multiple publications, in-
cluding the National Institute of Justice’s ‘‘Ex-
ploring the Role of the Police in Prisoner Re-
entry,’’ the Department of Justice’s ‘‘How to 
Correctly Collect and Analyze Racial Profiling 
Data: Your Reputation Depends on It,’’ and 
the Police Executive Research Forum’s ‘‘Chief 
Concerns: The Use of Force.’’ 

In 2003, a San Mateo County Grand Jury 
report deemed the East Palo Alto police force 
poorly trained and management unaccount-
able. Chief Davis turned that around and 
leaves behind a well-trained department. 

Mr. Speaker, Chief Davis will be deeply 
missed by the residents of East Palo Alto, but 
he will continue his support of our community 
from Washington, DC, where he will continue 
his tireless fight for justice as the director of 
the Community Oriented Policing Services Of-
fice in the U.S. Department of Justice. 
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Mr. SHERMAN. Mr. Speaker, 26 years ago 
today was the first day in a three-day pogrom 

perpetrated against the Armenian residents of 
Sumgait in then-Soviet Azerbaijan. Although 
official figures reported 30 deaths, it is be-
lieved that hundreds were murdered and in-
jured as a result of the pogrom. 

Just a week before the violence erupted, the 
Armenians of Nagorno Karabakh voted to 
unify region with Armenia—the beginning of 
the Karabakh movement. In the days imme-
diately after this vote Azeri civilians and local 
officials in the city of Sumgait held rallies call-
ing for ‘‘death to Armenians’’. 

On the night of February 27, 1988, Arme-
nian residents in Sumgait were targeted and 
indiscriminately raped, mutilated and mur-
dered. Calls for help from Armenians were ig-
nored by local police and city officials. Journal-
ists were shut out from the area. The violence 
raged on for three days before Soviet troops 
were able to put an end to the pogrom. 

Witnesses of the horrific massacres later 
testified that the attacks were planned, as ci-
vilians had gathered weapons and the exits of 
the cities were blocked in advance to prevent 
Armenians from escaping. The homes of Ar-
menians were marked so that the Azeri mobs 
could easily target them. 

Unfortunately, the perpetrators of the po-
grom succeeded in their ultimate goal—driving 
out Armenians. Fearing more violence, Arme-
nians fled Sumgait. Later that year, another 
anti-Armenian pogrom occurred in Kirovabad, 
Azerbaijan from November 21st to 27th, which 
also forced hundreds of Armenians to flee the 
region. In January of 1990 violent mobs tar-
geted the Armenian community of Azerbaijan’s 
capital, Baku. 

I would like to honor the memory of Arme-
nians killed in the pogroms of Sumgait, 
Kirovabad, and Baku. If we hope to stop future 
massacres, we must acknowledge these hor-
rific events and ensure they do not happen 
again. 

This month also marked the 10th anniver-
sary of the heinous murder of Armenian Army 
Lieutenant Gurgen Margaryan at a NATO 
training camp in Budapest, by Ramil Safarov, 
a Lieutenant of the Azerbaijani Army. Safarov 
used an axe to hack Margaryan to death while 
he was sleeping. After being convicted of mur-
der by Hungarian courts, he was transferred to 
Azerbaijan where he was immediately par-
doned and given a hero’s welcome. Several 
Azerbaijan government officials have hailed 
Safarov’s actions as patriotism. This is unac-
ceptable, and the international community 
should hold Azerbaijan accountable for this. 

Recognizing the ethnic-cleansing of the Ar-
menians from Azerbaijan is an important step. 
However, we need to do more—we need to 
demonstrate to Azerbaijan that the United 
States is committed to peace and to the pro-
tection of Artsakh from coercion. 

We must call for an end to all threats and 
acts of coercion by Azerbaijan’s government 
against the Republic of Nagorno Karabakh. 

Congress should strengthen Section 907 of 
the FREEDOM Support Act by removing the 
President’s ability to waive U.S. law prohibiting 
aid to Azerbaijan because of its continuing 
blockade against Armenia and Nagorno 
Karabakh. In 1992, Congress prohibited aid to 
Azerbaijan because of its continuing blockade 
against Armenia and Nagorno Karabakh. How-
ever, in 2001, Congress approved a waiver to 
this provision and administrations have used 

the waiver since then to provide aid to Baku. 
Azerbaijan should not be provided aid from 
the United States as long as they continue a 
policy of threats and blockades against 
Artsakh. 

I urge the Administration to remove all bar-
riers to broad-based U.S.-Nagorno-Karabakh 
governmental and civil society communication, 
travel and cooperation. 
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Ms. JACKSON LEE. Mr. Speaker, I rise to 
pay tribute to Rev. Crawford W. Kimble, Pas-
tor Emeritus of Good Hope Missionary Baptist 
Church, which originated in Freedmen’s Town 
in 1872. 

Reverend Kimble died earlier this week in 
Houston at the age of 95. He will be laid to 
rest on Saturday, March 1, 2014. 

Rev. Kimble, the fifth of six pastors at Good 
Hope Missionary Baptist Church, served as 
Pastor for approximately 35 years. His dream 
of building Good Hope in its current location 
(3015 North MacGregory Way) was fulfilled in 
1981. 

Rev. Kimble was born in Elgin, Texas on 
March 24, 1918 and he followed the ministe-
rial paths of both his father and grandfather. 
He began preaching at the age of 33. 

Rev. Kimble joined Good Hope Baptist 
Church in 1951; he preached his first sermon 
there in 1959; and he later became pastor to 
many prominent Texans, namely Congress-
woman Barbara Jordan, the first African Amer-
ican United States Congresswoman from the 
South, and Dr. Lonnie Smith, who played an 
important role in minority voting rights in pri-
mary elections. 

It is astounding to find that prior to Rev. 
Kimble’s calling into the ministry, he worked 
as a newspaper editor and writer! His career 
began as the managing editor with the Hous-
ton Informer, Houston’s oldest African Amer-
ican newspaper; and it ended with the Kansas 
City Call. 

After more than 30 years in retirement, Rev. 
Kimble continued to write and publish books. 
He worked out of his second floor office and 
living quarters, a Fourth Ward senior citizen 
apartment complex which was developed and 
named after him on April 5, 2007: Crawford 
W. Kimble Senior Living, located at 1025 
Saulnier Street, in Fourth Ward, Texas. 

Rev. Kimble’s works include books entitled 
‘‘Watch the Tree it Might Fall on You, which 
he wrote and published at age 8o; ‘‘The Ad-
ventures of Love: God’s plan for a Victorious 
Life for His People’’, which he wrote and pub-
lished at age 90; and ‘‘God at Work’’, his most 
recent publication, which answers the attacks 
of Rush Limbaugh on our President, President 
Barack Obama. 

Rev. Kimble was a great man who touched 
the lives of all who met him. He will be 
missed. 
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