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flew cross-country while unknowingly carrying 
six nuclear-armed, air-launched missiles. Just 
last month, the Air Force had to suspended 92 
launch officers—or missileers—at Malmstrom 
Air Force Base, MT, where a drug investiga-
tion also uncovered that missileers may have 
been cheating on proficiency exams. The 
REIN–IN Act, which is supported by over two- 
dozen organizations, will increase Americans’ 
safety by cutting the number of interconti-
nental ballistic missiles currently on 24–hour 
high alert from 450 to 150. 

We don’t need an expensive stockpile of nu-
clear weapons that will never use to create a 
prosperous and secure society. As costs for 
our nation grow, there are areas where we 
can cut spending. The first place we should 
start is with our unnecessary and expensive 
spending on nuclear weapons that are more 
suited for the Cold War than the strategic 
challenges we face today. 

I look forward to working with the President 
and Congress to pass the REIN–IN Act, which 
will not only reduce overall spending, but 
reprioritize investments that will actually make 
the United States safer, more livable, and eco-
nomically secure. 
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HONORING THE 100TH BIRTHDAY 
OF MR. AL H. CHESSER 

HON. JOHN D. DINGELL 
OF MICHIGAN 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Thursday, February 27, 2014 

Mr. DINGELL. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
celebrate the 100th birthday of Al H. Chesser, 
President Emeritus of the United Transpor-
tation Union, a lifetime advocate for his broth-
ers and sisters in labor, and my dear and 
wonderful friend. 

I’ve had the blessing of working with Al for 
decades as he advocated and fought for the 
rights of countless workers throughout his ca-
reer. His knowledge of the needs of our na-
tion’s workers and our labor laws, as well as 
his experience in the often delicate workings 
of Congress and our legislative process, made 

Al one of the most respected and relied-on 
leaders of the labor movement. 

He began his work life in 1935, becoming a 
clerk at a Kroger grocery store in Kansas. He 
then went on to represent the Trainmen and 
then UTU, and served as a Vice President of 
the AFL–CIO’s executive council, as well as 
Chairman of their Constitution Committee. 
Hard work and long hours have followed Al 
since that first grocery store clerk job, and— 
through his dedication—our workplaces are 
safer and work quality has improved. He has 
spent his life making the rights and best inter-
ests of others his own, and to this day the 
lasting mark he’s left on each and every work-
er and legislator he has encountered remains. 
I am proud to consider Al to be one of the 
most honorable and fine men I have had the 
blessing to work with, whether we were taking 
time just to speak as friends or working to-
gether to solve a rail strike. 

I’m proud to recognize my dear friend Al 
Chesser as he is joined by friends and family 
in celebrating his 100 years of life on March 
1, 2014, and I look forward to many more 
years of friendship. 
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RECOGNITION OF THE 26TH ANNI-
VERSARY OF POGROMS AGAINST 
ARMENIANS IN SUMGAIT 

HON. TONY CÁRDENAS 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Thursday, February 27, 2014 

Mr. CÁRDENAS. Mr. Speaker, today I rec-
ognize the twenty-sixth anniversary of po-
groms against people of Armenian descent in 
Sumgait, Azerbaijan, and call for long-overdue 
justice. 

On February 27th 1988, Sumgait was the 
scene for organised anti-Armenian violence, 
leading to the death of more than thirty Arme-
nians, with hundreds more gravely injured. Ar-
menians were attacked and maimed for three 
days. Despite Baku’s 30-minute proximity to 
Sumgait, police failed to react, allowing the 
brutality to continue. 

This brutality took many forms and was 
well-documented. On May 22nd 1988, The 
New York Times reported Armenians being 
‘‘hunted’’ down and gave an account of a 
pregnant Armenian woman who had been 
disembowelled so that the unborn baby could 
be mutilated. Two months earlier, The Wash-
ington Post gave accounts of an Armenian 
skinned alive and a woman being raped and 
murdered after her breasts were cut off. These 
atrocities were highlighted by the Members of 
Congress at the time, who condemned this 
state-sponsored massacre against Armenian 
civilians. 

The failure to act by the Azerbaijani authori-
ties and our failure to compel action has re-
sulted in a tidal wave of animosity towards the 
Armenians, which manifests itself in several 
ways. Azerbaijani forces east of Karabagh 
continue to disregard the ceasefire established 
after the Karabagh war in 1994. Ramil 
Safarov, who decapitated an Armenian Lieu-
tenant while he slept during a NATO-spon-
sored training program in 2004, returned home 
as a hero and was held up as ‘‘an example of 
patriotism for the Azerbaijani youth’’ by the 
Commissioner for Human Rights of Azer-
baijan, Elmira Suleymanova. All the while, 
Ilham Aliyev continues his brazen rhetoric; 
consistently declaring Armenians as the na-
tional enemy in an effort to unite the Azeri 
public. 

The hatred towards the Armenians is unre-
lenting, even at the expense of the freedom of 
their own people. When 75 year old Alcram 
Ayslisi—one of Azerbaijan’s most celebrated 
writers—had the temerity to consider the con-
flict from an unbiased perspective, he was 
subjected to a witch hunt that would not have 
looked out of place in medieval Europe. His 
books were burnt. He was stripped of his na-
tional literary awards, and, most worryingly, a 
high ranking politician had promised $13,000 
to anyone who could cut off his ear. 

I call upon all of my colleagues and fellow 
Americans to join me in condemning the con-
tinued violence and injustice, and continue ef-
forts to ensure that these atrocities never re-
peat themselves. 
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