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House of Representatives

The House met at 10 a.m. and was
called to order by the Speaker pro tem-
pore (Mr. BYRNE).

———

DESIGNATION OF SPEAKER PRO
TEMPORE

The SPEAKER pro tempore laid be-
fore the House the following commu-
nication from the Speaker:

WASHINGTON, DC,
February 27, 2014.

I hereby appoint the Honorable BRADLEY
BYRNE to act as Speaker pro tempore on this
day.

JOHN A. BOEHNER,
Speaker of the House of Representatives.

MORNING-HOUR DEBATE

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the order of the House of Janu-
ary 7, 2014, the Chair will now recog-
nize Members from lists submitted by
the majority and minority leaders for
morning-hour debate.

The Chair will alternate recognition
between the parties, with each party
limited to 1 hour and each Member
other than the majority and minority
leaders and the minority whip limited
to 5 minutes, but in no event shall de-
bate continue beyond 11:50 a.m.

———————

IMMIGRATION REFORM

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentleman from
Illinois (Mr. GUTIERREZ) for 5 minutes.

Mr. GUTIERREZ. Mr. Speaker, be-
fore I begin, I would like to enter into
the RECORD this article written by Rev-
erends Eason, Goodroe, and Castillo,
all three of Spartanburg, South Caro-
lina, who wrote an article that ap-
peared Tuesday in the Greenville,
South Carolina, News entitled, ‘“‘God
Often Reminds Us to Welcome the
Stranger.”’

Mr. Speaker, yesterday I participated
in another do-nothing Judiciary Com-

mittee hearing in this do-nothing Con-
gress. This do-nothing hearing was
unique. The goal was to make sure that
the President was a do-nothing Presi-
dent as well.

It is not enough for the Republican
majority to be setting records for how
little they are doing. No. Ignoring im-
migration reform is bad enough—let
alone the minimum wage, unemploy-
ment benefits, and the environment.

So the do-nothing Congress held a
hearing yesterday entitled, ‘‘Enforcing
the President’s Constitutional Duty to
Faithfully Execute the Laws.”” The in-
tent was clear: attack the President. It
was held in the Judiciary Committee,
which has jurisdiction over immigra-
tion, so there was lots of discussion
about deferred action for DREAMers.
This is where the President has exer-
cised his power of prosecutorial discre-
tion to temporarily suspend the depor-
tation of people who came here to the
U.S. as children.

Apparently, when the President
stood just over there last month and
delivered his State of the Union ad-
dress, saying he would use his pen and
phone to take executive action where
the Congress was taking no action—
well, that didn’t go over well with this
do-nothing Congress.

Look, I know it is easier for Repub-
licans to blame Democrats and blame
Obama and make excuses for why they
can’t do immigration reform this year.
You have to keep it connected to re-
ality. You put your principles for im-
migration reform on the table. You call
them ‘‘standards.”” And there were
some things I liked and some things I
didn’t. But what I said was: Good.
Thank you. It’s a nice start. Let’s sit
down and talk some more.

NANCY PELOSI and the leadership of
the Democratic rank and file in the
House said: Good. Great starting point.
Let’s talk some more.

And the President you don’t trust
said: Good. It’s a great starting point.
Let’s negotiate.

How did the Republicans respond?
When Democrats said: Yes, let’s talk;
the Republicans said: No, just kidding.
Immigration reform is hard. We would
rather just talk about how awful it is
that people are getting health care
through ObamaCare.

You put something on the table, we
say let’s talk, and you say no, and then
blame Democrats for blocking immi-
gration. It makes no sense.

Questioning whether the President
has the power to stop the deportation
of immigrants who came here as chil-
dren and have lived here practically
their whole lives in the U.S., what are
you thinking? The President not only
has the power to suspend those depor-
tations, he has the duty to suspend
those deportations.

So here we are, with the entire coun-
try demanding reform of our immigra-
tion system, demanding we change our
law. We see the parents of U.S. citizen
children being deported and their chil-
dren put in foster care. And we say
there’s got to be a better way to handle
this situation that is good for the tax-
payer, good for the immigrant family,
good for our economy, and national se-
curity.

House Republicans see the situation
and apparently say: No, we refuse to
change the law because it is hard and
we don’t trust the President. And be-
cause the law is the law, we must de-
port them all.

When I and anyone else with a con-
science looks at that American child
being put in foster care because we
have deported his parents and he looks
at you doing nothing, we say some-
thing has to be done because it is the
right thing to do from a moral perspec-
tive.

So, let me be clear, Mr. President, if
you act to suspend the deportation of a
person whose American child will be
put in foster care, I will applaud you
and so will most everyone on this side
of the aisle. It will not only be us ap-
plauding. The three evangelical leaders
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