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who wrote the essay I entered into the
RECORD, all three important religious
leaders from Spartanburg, South Caro-
lina, this is how they put it:

Immigration reform is an urgent need—in-
action carries a profound human cost and we
consistently see this in our ministries.

Hardworking, contributing members of our
society live in constant fear of deportation.
The victimization of individuals and families
goes unreported, and families are torn apart
as American-citizen children lose one or both
of their parents to deportation proceedings.

They add:

We stand at a critical crossroads. Our bro-
ken and antiquated immigration system has
precipitated an economic and moral crisis
that we can ignore no longer.

Listen to your church elders. While
you do nothing, the number on the
board behind me continues to increase
and the deportation machine con-
tinues.

If you don’t, I and millions of others
across this land will continue insisting
that the President exercise his author-
ity to stop deportation and separation
of American families. We will force the
President to act, and I assure you we
will win that fight.

[From the Greenville News, Feb. 22, 2014]

GOD OFTEN REMINDS US TO WELCOME
IMMIGRANTS

(By Ricky Eason, Jim Goodroe, and Greg
Castillo)

Late last month, House Republicans re-
leased standards that will guide their efforts
as they move forward on immigration re-
form. As evangelical leaders, we join voices
from the business and law enforcement com-
munities to strongly support this step.

We applaud any progress toward a solution
for one of our nation’s most complex and
critical issues. With President Barack
Obama’s comments in the State of the Union
address, Congresswoman Cathy McMorris
Rodgers’ mention in her Republican re-
sponse, and now the release of these stand-
ards, bipartisan support for immigration re-
form is clear.

In a time of bitter division and partisan
politics, we call on our nation’s leaders to
transcend their differences and pass com-
monsense, broad reform that will strengthen
our economy, make our nation safer, and
give our undocumented neighbors an oppor-
tunity to come out of the shadows and earn
legal status.

As faith leaders who call ourselves ‘“‘The
Three Amigos,”” we represent the three larg-
est ethnic groups in South Carolina. Al-
though we come from communities with dif-
ferent cultural and political perspectives, we
stand united in our Christian commitment
to share the Gospel with all peoples (Mat-
thew: 28:19), welcome and love the strangers
in our midst (Leviticus 19:34, Matthew 25:31-
46), and seek justice in our communities (Isa-
iah 1:17).

Throughout Scripture, God continually re-
minds His people to love and welcome the
immigrants in their midst. As people who ar-
rive to a strange place with no land, family
or connections, immigrants are some of the
most vulnerable people in any given commu-
nity. For this reason, they consistently join
widows and orphans in the Biblical ‘‘triad of
the vulnerable’ that God desires to protect
(Exodus 22:21-22).

In our combined 60 years of ministry in the
Upstate of South Carolina, we have served
and ministered to immigrants from all over
the world, documented and undocumented.
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While undocumented immigrants are often
mischaracterized or used abstractly in polit-
ical arguments, we know these people per-
sonally as our neighbors, friends, and broth-
ers and sisters. Immigration reform is an ur-
gent need—inaction carries a profound
human cost that we consistently see in our
ministries.

Hardworking and contributing members of
our society live in constant fear of deporta-
tion, the victimization of individuals and
families goes unreported, and families are
torn apart as American-citizen children lose
one or both parents to deportation pro-
ceedings. Striking a middle ground between
the extreme positions of mass deportation
and open borders, we join with House Repub-
licans in advocating for a middle ground
where those without documentation can
come out of the shadows, make restitution,
and get right with the law.

Such an approach is very different from
amnesty, which is the absence of legal con-
sequences. Instead, this realistic approach
would allow undocumented immigrants to
admit culpability and pay their debt to soci-
ety without separating or harming families
or causing undue harm to our nation’s econ-
omy.

We stand at a critical crossroads. Our bro-
ken and antiquated immigration system has
precipitated an economic and moral crisis
that we can ignore no longer. The Repub-
lican standards moved us one step closer to
a solution that will protect the border, help
grow our economy, and provide an oppor-
tunity for undocumented immigrants to earn
legal status and fully participate in our com-
munities.

The time for further action is now. Con-
gress needs to overcome its doubts, and keep
moving toward the legislation that is so des-
perately needed.

We join other evangelical leaders from
across the country in reaffirming our com-
mitment to earnestly pray for Congress and
for immigration reform in 2014.

———

MODERNIZING OUR DRUG AND
DIAGNOSTICS EVALUATION AND
REGULATORY NETWORK CURES
ACT

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentleman from
New Jersey (Mr. LANCE) for 5 minutes.

Mr. LANCE. Mr. Speaker, this week
we recognize the work of the tireless
advocates for rare diseases. I had the
honor of serving as the Republican
chair of the Congressional Rare Disease
Caucus. I consider it a very important
responsibility as part of my service
here and an honor to work for innova-
tive treatments, new technologies, and
to build an atmosphere of appreciation
and understanding on Capitol Hill with
the hard work of all the patient advo-
cates. Their passion is often driven by
the care of loved ones, and their per-
sonal stories are profiles in courage.

Hearing from countless advocates,
many of whom are here in Washington
this week, gives the members of the
caucus renewed energy and purpose.
Events held during Rare Disease Week
highlight what has been accomplished
and what still needs to be done, and
there is a 1ot to do, but we will do it to-
gether.

I am working on important legisla-
tion in this area, the bipartisan Mod-
ernizing Our Drug and Diagnostics
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Evaluation and Regulatory Network,
or MODDERN, Cures Act. It will up-
date the Nation’s drug evaluation proc-
ess to encourage the discovery and de-
velopment of new treatments for
chronic and rare diseases. The measure
will also create a system that rewards
efficiency and effectiveness to the ben-
efit of all persons with rare diseases.

The MODDERN Cures Act will en-
courage the development of drugs
abandoned in the development process.
It will create a new category of drugs
known as dormant therapies for com-
pounds with insufficient patent protec-
tion, drugs that offer the promise to
treat conditions with unmet medical
needs.

Updating regulatory networks such
as patent reform will help open the
pipeline for new innovations and thera-
pies. Patients with degenerative condi-
tions, cancers, and rare diseases await
the genius of these new solutions.
While we do not know the cause or cure
of many of these rare diseases or can-
cers, we do know that awareness is the
best protection, information is the best
tool for innovation, and well-rounded
care during and after treatment is the
best therapy. That is our mission in
the caucus: to work together to find so-
lutions that make a lasting difference.

I again thank the families and the
advocates whose challenges we may
never completely understand, but
whose commitment to their loved ones
is unyielding and inspiring. The caucus
pursues its mission in their name.

——

COMPREHENSIVE DENTAL REFORM
ACT

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentleman from
Maryland (Mr. CUMMINGS) for 5 min-
utes.

Mr. CUMMINGS. Mr. Speaker, I rise
today to recognize National Children’s
Dental Health Month. It is a critical
part of overall health, yet it is also an
issue frequently overlooked.

Too often we think of dental care as
an optional service, but in reality, it is
a critical component of overall health.
Its importance first hit home for me 7
years ago when I learned the story of a
young Maryland boy named Deamonte
Driver.

In February of 2007, 12-year-old
Deamonte came from school with a
headache, which had started as a
toothache days before. His mother, who
worked hard to make ends meet with
low-paying jobs, searched for a dentist
who would accept Medicaid for her
children. She found not one dentist.
Let me say that again. She found not
one single dentist who would care for
her children’s teeth.

At wit’s end, Deamonte’s mother
brought him to the emergency room,
where he received medication for pain,
a sinus infection, and a dental abscess.
Unfortunately, that was not enough.
The bacteria from Deamonte’s cavity
spread to his brain, and at 12 years old,
he died for lack of a simple procedure
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early on to remove a tooth. He died
less than 20 minutes away from where
we stand today.

Deamonte’s case served as a jarring
lesson on the lack of access to care for
many families. At the time of
Deamonte’s death, fewer than one in
three children under the age of 20 in
Maryland’s Medicaid program received
any dental service at all. In the years
since, with the passage of the Afford-
able Care Act and new efforts to ensure
a healthier America, we made signifi-
cant progress in Maryland and across
the country. In other words, we have
changed the trajectory of so many chil-
dren’s destinies.

Now, 52 percent of children on Med-
icaid in Maryland receive dental serv-
ices, even as the number of children en-
rolled has increased by 25 percent. In
fact, through the work of government
officials in Maryland’s Dental Action
Coalition, the State has led the way in
increasing access for dental care for
children.

Nationally, the number of children
enrolled in Medicaid who received den-
tal care in 2010 jumped to 46 percent,
numbers that suggest progress, but
also signal the work left to be accom-
plished.

The implementation of the Afford-
able Care Act has made a difference, al-
lowing millions more children to re-
ceive critical medical and dental care
right now. Even more children could
access these services if Republican
Governors in some States reverse their
decisions to block the expansion of
Medicaid.

I have often said that our children
are the living messages we send to a fu-
ture we will never see. Yet, even with
the improvements we have seen, more
must be done to ensure that both chil-
dren and adults have access to needed
treatment and preventive care. That is
why I introduced the Comprehensive
Dental Reform Act.

My legislation would provide funding
to improve access to dental care
through health clinics, school-based
services, and other options for under-
served populations; extend comprehen-
sive dental coverage to Americans on
Medicare, Medicaid, and VA benefits;
increase the number of oral health pro-
fessionals in communities in need; help
support research and education to bet-
ter integrate oral health with regular
care.

We have come a long way, but more
must be done to protect the dental
health of our children and every Amer-
ican. If we can assure no child loses his
or her life because a dentist couldn’t be
found to pull a tooth, Deamonte’s
death won’t be in vain.

——
O 1015
CALIFORNIA WATER: IT’S THE
STORAGE, STUPID
The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentleman from

California (Mr. McCLINTOCK) for 5 min-
utes.
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Mr. McCLINTOCK. Mr. Speaker, 2
weeks ago, President Obama visited
the drought-stricken Central Valley of
California. He announced his adminis-
tration’s response: he wants to spend
another billion dollars to study climate
change.

Well, I think I can save him the trou-
ble. The planet has been warming, on
and off, since the last Ice Age, when
glaciers covered much of North Amer-
ica. The climate has been changing
since the planet formed, often much
more abruptly than it has in recent
millennia.

Until the planet begins moving into
its next ice age, we can reasonably ex-
pect it will continue to warm, on and
off. That is going to mean less water
that can be stored in snowpacks and,
therefore, more dams will need to be
constructed to store that water.

There, I just saved a billion dollars.
You are welcome.

Everyone thinks that the Colorado
River is the mother lode of all water in
the Western United States, but the Col-
orado is a junior system to the mighty
Sacramento River system.

The difference is this: we store 70
million acre-feet of water on the Colo-
rado and only 10 million acre-feet on
the Sacramento. The rest is lost to the
ocean.

Droughts are nature’s fault. They are
beyond our control. Water shortages,
on the other hand, are our fault.

We have not built major water stor-
age on the Sacramento system since
1979 because of opposition from the en-
vironmental left and, most recently,
from this administration. Indeed, we
have had to fight back against its at-
tempts to tear down perfectly good ex-
isting dams, including four hydro-
electric dams on the Klamath River.

Even in years of plenty, this adminis-
tration has insisted on diverting 200
billion gallons of water from Central
Valley agriculture for the amusement
of the delta smelt, devastating the
economy, drying up a quarter million
acres of fertile farmland, and throwing
thousands of California families into
unemployment.

Because of opposition from the envi-
ronmental left, we have been unable to
even raise the spillway of the Excheq-
uer Dam by a lousy 10 feet in order to
add 70,000 acre-feet of storage at Lake
McClure.

Because of radical environmental
regulations, 800,000 acre-feet of des-
perately needed water—that is a l-acre
column of water, 150 miles deep—was
drained from Shasta, Oroville, and Fol-
som Lakes last fall, knowing full well
that we were heading into a potentially
catastrophic drought.

Now, Governor Brown proposes to
spend $14 billion for cross-delta tunnels
that will produce exactly zero addi-
tional storage and exactly zero addi-
tional hydroelectricity.

Yet, for a fraction of that cost,
roughly $6 billion, we could complete
the Shasta Dam to its design elevation,
which would mean 9 million acre-feet
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of additional water storage, nearly
doubling the storage capacity of the
Sacramento River system.

Everyone has seen the eerie pictures
of Folsom Dam as its lake lay almost
completely empty. For just a few bil-
lion dollars, we could complete the Au-
burn Dam, upriver of Folsom, that
would hold enough water to fill and re-
fill Folsom Lake nearly 2% times.

That is in addition to 800 megawatts
of electricity for the region and 400-
year flood protection for the Sac-
ramento Delta. The billions we are cur-
rently spending on delta levee repairs
is to protect against a 200-year flood.

Both projects have been stalled for
decades because of environmental op-
position. Enough is enough.

Mr. Speaker, we are at a crossroads,
and it is time to choose between two
very different visions of water policy.

One is the nihilistic vision of the en-
vironmental left, increasingly severe
government-induced shortages, higher
and higher electricity and water prices,
massive taxpayer subsidies to politi-
cally well-connected and favored indus-
tries, and a permanently declining
quality of life for our children, who
will be required to stretch and ration
every drop of water and every watt of
electricity in their bleak and dimly lit
homes.

The other is a vision of abundance, a
new era of clean, cheap, and abundant
hydroelectricity, great new reservoirs
to store water in wet years to assure
abundance in dry ones, a future in
which families can enjoy the prosperity
that abundant water and electricity
provide, and the quality of life that
comes from that prosperity.

It is a society whose children can
look forward to a green lawn, a back-
yard garden, affordable air-condi-
tioning in the summer and heating in
the winter, brightly lit homes in cities,
and abundant and affordable groceries

from America’s agricultural cornu-
copia.
This is a time of choosing.

——————

HONORING REVEREND FREDERIC
D. REESE DURING BLACK HIS-
TORY MONTH 2014

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentlewoman from
Alabama (Ms. SEWELL) for 5 minutes.

Ms. SEWELL of Alabama. Mr. Speak-
er, in continuing my commitment to
honoring African Americans from Ala-
bama during this Black History Month,
today I rise to honor the renowned edu-
cator, pastor, and civil rights activist
Reverend Dr. Frederick Douglas Reese
on this occasion of Black History
Month 2014.

For his dedication and distinguished
service to the city of Selma and the
State of Alabama, I pay tribute today
to the life and work of Reverend Dr.
F.D. Reese. This beloved pastor and
civil rights activist marched across the
Edmund Pettus Bridge in Selma, Ala-
bama, in 1965, along with hundreds of
other supporters.
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