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Abdullah al-Shami, the Al Jazeera
Arabic correspondent, has been held
since August of 2013 and has been on a
hunger strike, protesting his detention
since January. Their families in Aus-
tralia, Canada, and Egypt are working
tirelessly for their freedom.

I can empathize with the fear and
concern their families face each day,
worrying about the physical and men-
tal health of their loved ones.

Locking up reporters has never
stopped the world from finding out
what is going on in a country, particu-
larly in this modern world.

Egypt is a proud nation with a proud
history and has been a longtime ally of
the United States of America. The
Egyptian people, regardless of which
government, party, or individuals they
support, have made it clear: their
choice is one of democracy and free-
dom.

For those goals to be achieved, free-
dom of the press and freedom of speech
must be respected and promoted. I en-
courage the Egyptian Government and
the Egyptian judiciary to immediately
release these four journalists, as well
as all other journalists currently de-
tained, and to allow all members of the
news media to operate in an unre-
stricted environment that is free from
harassment, censorship, and arbitrary
arrest and detention.

As White House spokesman Jay Car-
ney has said:

The restrictions on freedom of expression
in Egypt are a concern, and that includes the
targeting of Egyptian and foreign journalists
and academics simply for expressing their
V1ews.

Earlier this month, I sent a letter
signed by 15 Members of the Congress,
urging the Secretary of State to take
immediate action to help secure the re-
lease of these journalists in Egypt; and
as Egypt struggles to find its identity,
it is important for the international
community to remind the Egyptian
leadership—and all world leaders—of
the need for a free press.

The imprisonment and prosecution of
journalists sends a clear and ongoing
message of harassment and intimida-
tion to all journalists in Egypt. Free
those journalists. A free society re-
quires a free press.

———
OBAMACARE IS OFF THE MARK

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentleman from
Michigan (Mr. HUIZENGA) for 5 minutes.

Mr. HUIZENGA of Michigan. Mr.
Speaker, if you thought the Obama ad-
ministration’s rollout of
www.healthcare.gov was bad, believe it
or not, it got worse for another section
of our citizens.

Back in Michigan, the Second Dis-
trict is home to a higher number of
Latino citizens than any other congres-
sional district in the State of Michi-
gan; and like thousands of other resi-
dents across Michigan, Hispanic
Michiganians are forced to deal with
higher costs, the potential loss of their
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doctor, and canceled insurance policies
all because of ObamaCare. These citi-
zens are in need of the same informa-
tion that we are all in search of.

Well, after being delayed for more
than 2 months, the administration fi-
nally unveiled its Spanish language
Web site, cuidadodesalud.gov, that con-
tained an embarrassing amount of
Spanglish. Even I couldn’t come up
with that much Spanglish.

Frankly, it is insulting that the ad-
ministration would simply make up
words, rather than provide an accurate
translation of the President’s signature
achievement.

One friend made the humorous obser-
vation that it is just as bad in Spanish
as it is in English, and nobody can
work with it in Spanish either.

Well, Latinos are more adversely im-
pacted in many ways by soaring pre-
miums because the median age of the
Hispanic population is actually 10
years younger than the national aver-
age; therefore, they are seeing these
premiums soar, as it shifts those costs
to younger Americans.

It is predicted that younger citizens
are the very folks who are needed to
sign up for this program in order to
make it actuarially sound, but these
are the same folks who are not doing so
right now.

The focus of the debate, instead,
needs to be on patient-centered solu-
tions that not only lower costs, but de-
liver high-quality care to more citi-
zens, none of which, unfortunately,
ObamaCare actually does. I believe it
is time to repeal and replace this failed
policy.

You know, Mr. Speaker, House Re-
publicans have led with numerous op-
tions, such as the Patient OPTION Act,
as Dr. BROUN was just talking about;
Dr. PRICE of Georgia; Dr. BENISHEK of
my home State of Michigan; the Re-
publican Study Committee plan—a
number of plans are out there that
have been proposed that I think would
be a far better solution to those things
that we can all agree on: having great-
er access for more people at a lower
cost.

But I think one thing we can all
agree on in any language is that
ObamacCare is off the mark.

———
THE HOMELESS MIDDLE CLASS

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentlewoman from
California (Ms. SPEIER) for 5 minutes.

Ms. SPEIER. Mr. Speaker, I rise
today to speak about the hardworking
Americans who are being left behind in
this country. Some sectors of our econ-
omy are recovering from the great re-
cession, but not all boats are rising,
not even close.

I recently spent a night in a homeless
shelter and was dismayed that it was
filled with members of the middle class
and that earning above the minimum
wage did not protect them from having
to share a dorm room with dozens of
other people.
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The reality is a subclass of workers
has emerged who do play by the rules
and work hard, but find that they are
literally only one step away from liv-
ing on the streets by a single medical
emergency or a slow day, if you are
working for tips at $2.13 an hour. They
work full time; but after putting in a
full day, they go home to a homeless
shelter.

We interact with these people every
day. They take our food orders; they
fix our cars and bag our groceries.
They aren’t looking for handouts or be-
grudging the success of others, but are
simply trying to meet their basic
needs. They face huge obstacles in find-
ing a home in housing markets where
rental costs have escalated beyond
their reach.

Working 40 hours a week used to
mean a minimum standard of living
and a foothold on the first rung of the
economic ladder to the middle class,
but not anymore.

Let me tell you about some of their
stories. One woman I spoke to was
working at a Safeway in the bakery de-
partment. Her husband was working at
OfficeMax in the warehouse. They were
full-time wage earners, and they were
living in a homeless shelter because
they had to put together so much
money for the first and last month’s
rent.

No one should be forced to live in
shelters while they are working full
time; but according to the National
Center on Family Homelessness, 29 per-
cent of the homeless in this country

have jobs.
Let me tell you who else populates
homeless shelters: veterans. That

night, I listened to several veterans
battling PTSD. One Iraq veteran who
saw heavy combat said he once had a
six-figure job in a Silicon Valley com-
pany before falling prey to drugs and
alcohol.

We talked for a long time, as he slow-
ly and haltingly unfolded his story
about the worst side of battle that tor-
ments him to this day. He said: My
country forced me to do terrible
things.

Another veteran said she was raped
while serving, but was eventually dis-
honorably discharged for admitting she
was gay during the Don’t Ask, Don’t
Tell policy days. Her life has spiraled
down since then.

A single mother with four children at
another shelter I visited told me she
was hastily evicted when the unit she
rented was deemed illegal by housing
authorities. Her $19 an hour job made
her too rich for child care assistance,
forcing her into homelessness. By the
way, the father is nowhere to be found
to pay child support.

After listening to the hardships of
working families, veterans, and single
mothers, I left the next day, com-
mitted to doing more. We should all be
doing more in Congress. We should all
be spending a night in a homeless shel-
ter in our districts to hear the stories
of our constituents; or just spend a few
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