February 27, 2014

Grant that what they say with their
lips they believe in their hearts, and
what they believe in their hearts they
may bring to practice in their lives and
in our Nation.

May all that is done this day be for
Your greater honor and glory.

Amen.

—————

THE JOURNAL

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair has examined the Journal of the
last day’s proceedings and announces
to the House his approval thereof.

Pursuant to clause 1, rule I, the Jour-
nal stands approved.

———

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Will the
gentleman from Texas (Mr. GALLEGO)
come forward and lead the House in the
Pledge of Allegiance.

Mr. GALLEGO led the Pledge of Alle-
giance as follows:

I pledge allegiance to the Flag of the
United States of America, and to the Repub-
lic for which it stands, one nation under God,
indivisible, with liberty and justice for all.

————

ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER
PRO TEMPORE

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair will now entertain up to 15 re-
quests for 1l-minute speeches on each
side of the aisle.

———

A COMMONSENSE APPROACH TO
REFORMING HEALTH CARE

(Mr. WALBERG asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Mr. WALBERG. Mr. Speaker, last
week, I held health care town halls all
across my district. Constituents shared
their experience with the President’s
health care law. While parts of the law
have helped a few, a majority of people
have been hurt.

We heard from a mother with a men-
tally ill, disabled son who lost his plan,
small business owners who had to cut
employee hours to avoid the law’s pen-
alties, and even a woman battling can-
cer who is now facing an uncertain fu-
ture because of the law. They aren’t
lying.

Many promises made before the law’s
passage haven’t and couldn’t be kept.
Americans have a right to feel frus-
trated.

It is time Washington stops imposing
a law that is clearly not working. We
were promised lower costs. Instead, the
President’s own analysts reported at
least 11 million people who work at
small businesses will see their pre-
miums climb while their take-home
pay drops.

House Republicans offer a step-by-
step, commonsense approach to reform-
ing our health care system that really
does lower costs, providing access to
quality care that people need.
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We remain focused on policies that
grow the economy and make life better
for all Americans.

———

CELEBRATING THE 100TH BIRTH-
DAY OF THE ROMAN CATHOLIC
DIOCESE OF EL PASO

(Mr. GALLEGO asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Mr. GALLEGO. Mr. Speaker, El Paso,
Texas, has a rich and vast history span-
ning back hundreds of years. With the
Ysleta Mission established in the 1600s,
it has deep roots in Catholicism, but it
wasn’t until 1914 that the Roman
Catholic Diocese of El Paso was estab-
lished by Pope Pius X.

On March 3, the Roman Catholic Dio-
cese of El Paso will celebrate its 100th
anniversary. The diocese provides in-
valuable and multilingual services to
10 counties covering nearly 27,000 miles
of southwest Texas.

From the historic missions Ysleta,
Socorro, and San Elizario, through the
Davis Mountains, and on to the Big
Bend country, the diocese is rich in
history.

While these three missions are a
focal point of the 100th birthday cele-
bration, all the churches in the diocese
play a critical role in their respective
communities and, through these his-
toric missions and the far-flung
churches where priests and nuns still
ride the circuit, the Diocese of El Paso
has a profound impact on young and
old alike.

As a member of the Diocese of El
Paso, I wish them great success over
the next 100 years.

Feliz cumpleanos. Happy Birthday.

———
SUPPORT FOR ISRAEL

(Mrs. WALORSKI asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute.)

Mrs. WALORSKI. Mr. Speaker, I rise
today to urge my colleagues to pass ad-
ditional bipartisan Iran sanctions leg-
islation. While we are all hoping the
diplomatic efforts to address Iran’s nu-
clear program are successful, Congress
must not neglect its responsibility to
be prepared for all outcomes.

Changes to Iran’s nuclear programs
have been minimal thus far, and Iran
continues to assert that it will not dis-
mantle its nuclear facilities. In fact,
Iran’s Supreme Leader himself has pre-
dicted that diplomatic talks ‘“‘will lead
nowhere.”

Iranian state television continues to
air documentaries showing simulated
attacks on Israel and on American
forces as well. Passage of additional
sanctions will demonstrate to the Ira-
nian regime that the American people
will not be swayed by empty rhetoric
or a disingenuous commitment to
peace.

Congress must stand together and re-
inforce our diplomatic quest for disar-
mament with the legislative tools nec-
essary to support this goal.

H2011

PACE FINANCING PROGRAMS

(Mr. MCNERNEY asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute.)

Mr. MCNERNEY. Mr. Speaker, I rise
today to ask my colleagues to join me
in supporting clean energy initiative
financing programs like PACE to help
people and businesses invest in renew-
able energy and energy efficiency tech-
nologies.

Thanks, in part, to increased energy
efficiency, consumption of energy is
down b5 percent nationally from 2007
levels. However, the growth of new re-
newable energy capacity has slowed
down from 18 gigawatts installed in
2012 to 5.4 gigawatts in 2013, in part,
due to a lack of access to capital.

PACE financing programs allow prop-
erty owners to pay back the costs of
clean energy technologies over longer
periods of time. Property owners can
recoup their investments through prop-
erty assessments.

By encouraging distributed energy
production and energy efficiency, prop-
erty owners quickly increase the value
of their properties. PACE programs are
voluntary, and property owners across
the country are eager to sign up.

———

SMALL BUSINESS JOB
PROTECTION ACT

(Mr. MESSER asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Mr. MESSER. Mr. Speaker, the
President has unilaterally delayed the
employer mandate again. It is hard not
to blame him.

Last week, CMS reported that 11 mil-
lion Americans who work at small
businesses will have higher premiums
because of the President’s health care
law. The employer mandate will make
this bad situation worse.

That might be why the President de-
creed that it will only apply to busi-
nesses with more than 100 employees,
instead of those with 50 employees, as
the law requires, at least for now.

This is a needed temporary reprieve,
but it should be granted by Congress,
not Presidential decree.

The President’s behavior is lawless.
As The Washington Post described it,
the President has shown an ‘‘increas-
ingly cavalier approach to picking and
choosing how to enforce this law.”

I encourage our colleagues to cospon-
sor H.R. 2577, the Small Business Job
Protection Act, which is my bill to per-
manently codify this relief. Let’s not
forget that Congress, not the Presi-
dent, makes the laws.

——————

TRIBUTE TO REVEREND
CRAWFORD W. KIMBLE

(Ms. JACKSON LEE asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute.)

Ms. JACKSON LEE. Mr. Speaker, I
rise today to pay tribute to the Rev-
erend Crawford W. Kimble, pastor
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