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are in the middle of their careers.
Some of them are military members.
Some are students. Many of them are
parents.

They showed dedication and effort
and that sacrifice can lead to success.
These athletes should inspire all of us
to strive to achieve our goals. As a fa-
ther, I have seen their example inspire
my six children.

While these Olympians weren’t guar-
anteed a medal, that didn’t stop them
from working and sacrificing in every
way to achieve their goals. We should
all continue to look to these Olympic
athletes for inspiration, to become bet-
ter, and to be more dedicated to our
goals, even when it is tough.

I wish these athletes good luck in the
future and thank them for their inspi-
ration.

———
WIND POWER

(Mr. LOWENTHAL asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute and to revise and extend
his remarks.)

Mr. LOWENTHAL. Mr. Speaker, cli-
mate change is real and is happening
now. To reduce the harmful effects of
human-caused greenhouse gas pollu-
tion, this Nation and the world must
transition to clean energy sources.
That is why I am here today to support
wind power and for extending the re-
newable electricity production tax
credit.

My home State of California has been
a leader in deploying this key tech-
nology, and it has paid dividends. Wind
powers over 2.1 million California
homes, and California is the home to 21
wind manufacturing facilities which
have helped to stimulate capital in-
vestments of over $11 billion.

The California wind industry also
supports over 7,000 jobs, ranking Cali-
fornia as the second-highest wind-re-
lated job incubator in the Nation.

Wind power is part of the energy
portfolio of the future. Let’s make that
future happen now and support the pro-
duction tax credit.

——
OBAMACARE

(Mr. TIPTON asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. TIPTON. Mr. Speaker, last week,
the nonpartisan Office of the Chief Ac-
tuary for the Centers for Medicare &
Medicaid Services reported that as
many as 11 million small business em-
ployees throughout the United States
may see their health premiums rise
after full implementation of
ObamaCare.

That means approximately 14 percent
of the men and women who are partici-
pating in the U.S. workforce will have
less take-home pay and higher costs for
services that they are forced to buy.

Just last week, I met with small
businesses in Grand Junction, Colo-
rado, and discussed this very issue.
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They told me about how they already
provide affordable, quality health care
plans for their employees. However,
like many small businesses, they are
concerned and confused about what the
future holds for them under the Presi-
dent’s health care law.

We can provide certainty to busi-
nesses, families, and every American
looking to have affordable and acces-
sible health care, but the President’s
health care law isn’t the answer. Al-
most every week, there are new reports
of increased costs and decreased access
to care.

Why don’t we put people first, rather
than putting government first? That is
why I support replacement legislation,
such as H.R. 2300, making it market-
based, affordable, and lower cost for
our people.

———————

PAYING TRIBUTE TO MR. GEORGE
SAJEWYCH

(Ms. KAPTUR asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Ms. KAPTUR. Mr. Speaker, I stand
before you today to pay tribute to an
American hero, Mr. George Sajewych, a
U.S. citizen who experienced firsthand
the violence in Kiev while peacefully
assembling in solidarity with the peo-
ple of Ukraine.

An esteemed, long-time retired
broadcaster for the Voice of America,
originally from Chicago, Mr. Sajewych
was one of many journalists to have
endured ruthless violence firsthand
when he was beaten by Berkut police
forces.

The attack left him bleeding in the
street, surrounded by the shreds of the
helmet that he had worn for protec-
tion. His motorcycle helmet shattered
by the beating. He was hospitalized
after having suffered serious injuries.

I commend Mr. Sajewych for his for-
titude and continuing resolve in stand-
ing for freedom of speech, freedom of
assembly, and freedom of the press, the
fundamentals of an open society.

I urge our President to swiftly im-
pose targeted financial and travel sanc-
tions on any Ukrainian Government of-
ficial found to have endorsed this bru-
tal violence and to channel all finan-
cial assistance offered by our country
to Ukraine only to those who are com-
mitted to upholding the rights of free-
dom of speech, freedom of assembly,
and freedom of press.

Let us praise Mr. Sajewych for his
courage and inspiration, standing at
liberty’s side.

HONORING THE DEDICATION OF
THE SAM JOHNSON HIGHWAY

(Mr. MARCHANT asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute.)

Mr. MARCHANT. Mr. Speaker, I rise
today to honor the naming of U.S.
Highway 75 in north Texas as the Sam
Johnson Highway, after my friend and
our colleague, Representative SAM
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JOHNSON. This Monday, over 200 gath-
ered to attend the public sign unveiling
ceremony in Collin County, Texas.

This highway is a major artery in the
north Texas area. The recognition it
now provides is fitting, but can never
repay Congressman JOHNSON for his
sacrifice and service for our country,
first in the U.S. Air Force during the
Korean and Vietnam wars, including 7
years as a prisoner of war in Vietnam.

After returning and being reunited
with his family, he put years of hard
work into being an entrepreneurial
homebuilder in his community. He
went on to serve in the State legisla-
ture and now serves as the U.S. Rep-
resentative to Collin County, which he
calls home.

I am honored to work with him in
this Congress and on the Ways and
Means Committee. I would like to
thank my friend from Texas, SAM
JOHNSON, for his years of service to our
communities and our Nation.

————

SPECIAL INTERESTS IN
ELECTIONS

(Mrs. DAVIS of California asked and
was given permission to address the
House for 1 minute.)

Mrs. DAVIS of California. Mr. Speak-
er, we need a government by the people
and for the people, not a government
run by the special interests and for the
corporations. But how do we get there?

First, we remove barriers to voting.
From overcoming hurdles to absentee
voting and difficulty with registration,
to long lines at the polls, more can be
done to make sure that our elections
work for all voters.

We should take a good long look at
the thoughtful recommendations of the
President’s bipartisan election com-
mission, which listened to voters and
to election officials and bundled to-
gether the best ideas.

Second, we can’t let the big money
interests choose our leaders. We need
public campaign financing, like the bill
recently introduced by my colleague,
Representative SARBANES of Maryland.

In a post-Citizens United world, the
voices of special interests will be much
louder than those of average Ameri-
cans, unless we act now and bring back
government run by the people and for
the people.

———
VENEZUELA

(Mr. DIAZ-BALART asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute.)

Mr. DIAZ-BALART. Mr. Speaker, for
the last several weeks, the people of
Venezuela have risen up to protest the
corruption, the food shortages, the
soaring crime rates, and particularly,
the alarming repression in Venezuela.

Mr. Speaker, since the protests
began, more than 500 people have been
arrested, approximately 150 injured,
and over a dozen have been killed. It is
disgraceful to think the Chavez-
Maduro regime has actually managed
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