February 27, 2014

Mr. POLIS. I thank the gentleman
from California, who has been a tre-
mendous leader in the fight to fix our
broken immigration system, for his
heartfelt comments.

I wanted to quote from last week a
Wall Street Journal op-ed that criti-
cized the Republicans’ failure to act. It
is not every day that The Wall Street
Journal criticizes Republicans with
harsh words. It is kind of one of those
“man bites dog” stories, but they
didn’t mince words. The Wall Street
Journal wrote:

Republicans have killed immigration re-
form for now, but a recent study shows in
the real economy it is needed. The irony is
that many Republicans who support hand-
outs to farmers oppose reforms that wouldn’t
cost taxpayers a dime and would help the
economy.

So rather than help farmers succeed
in the private sector by hiring employ-
ees they want, the Republicans are
seeking to keep them on the public
dole, giving them taxpayer money
rather than allowing them to operate
in the marketplace and sell their prod-
ucts at the market.

The nonpartisan Congressional Budg-
et Office found that the Senate com-
prehensive bill, which H.R. 15 is based
on, would raise wages for Americans by
$470 billion, create an average of 120,000
jobs for American citizens, and in-
crease the growth of our GDP by 3.3
percent.

Polls continue to show that vast ma-
jorities of the American people support
immigration reform—Republicans,
Independents, Democrats, every demo-
graphic, every State supports immaigra-
tion reform. Congress’ failure to act is
becoming inexcusable. Look, if the Re-
publican majority puts together a bill
based on the principles they laid out,
let’s have a floor discussion, and let’s
get something done. If they fail to fill
the promising words of those principles
with an actual bill, then we will take
the only bipartisan bill we have, H.R.
15, and file to discharge it. What does
that mean? That is the only way that
the membership of the House of Rep-
resentatives can bring a bill to the
floor without the Speaker’s blessing.
We would love to work through the
Speaker. We challenge the Speaker to
lead. We applaud, and our new Dem co-
alition put out a statement applauding
the immigration principle, saying we
can find common ground and pass a
bill. But there needs to be a bill. If
there is not, let’s move forward with
the one we have, which would pass to-
morrow on the floor of the House.

I am honored to yield to a leader in
the fight to reform immigration, a co-
chair of the New Democratic Coalition
Immigration Task Force, my col-
league, the gentleman from Florida
(Mr. GARCIA).

Mr. GARCIA. I thank the gentleman
from Colorado.

There should be no question by now
that immigration reform is good for
America, and Americans want immi-
gration reform. Nearly 80 percent of
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Americans agree, and up to 70 percent
of Republicans support reform with a
pathway to citizenship. The issue is
not simply about justice and fairness.
It is about ensuring America’s eco-
nomic prosperity.

In Florida alone, legalizing all the
currently undocumented immigrants
would generate $1.3 billion of new tax
revenue and create 97,000 new jobs.

Mr. Speaker, fixing our broken immi-
gration system will help small busi-
nesses expand, foster innovation, in-
crease productivity, raise wages, and
help create thousands of jobs. Com-
prehensive immigration reform makes
all Americans better, makes our coun-
try richer, and makes opportunity for
all.

Mr. Speaker, one of the great trage-
dies of some countries is they fail to
realize what they are truly good at. If
there is something that America is bet-
ter at than any other Nation, it is
making Americans. Throughout the
history of this great Nation, genera-
tion after generation, we have made
new Americans better Americans and a
greater America.

The statement Mr. POLIS mentioned
earlier referring to DREAMers as drug
mules was ludicrous, but doubling
down on those remarks was downright
appalling. You know, the gentleman
from Iowa not only offends DREAMers,
offends the undocumented, he offends
all Americans. In defending this state-
ment, claims have been made that de-
tractors only criticize the choice of
language, and then he goes further by
saying those who attack him simply
won’t engage on the facts.

Well, yes, the choice of words is of-
fensive, and as the son of an immi-
grant, I am offended, but the claims
are also patently false. They shouldn’t
be an excuse for not moving immigra-
tion reform.

I want to thank my colleagues to-
night, and I want to thank the Speaker
for the time. The time has come to
pass immigration reform. The oppor-
tunity is now. Let us not wait. It hurts
our country.

Mr. POLIS. Mr. Speaker, I yield back
the balance of my time.

———
LEAVE OF ABSENCE

By unanimous consent, leave of ab-
sence was granted to:

Mr. UPTON (at the request of Mr. CAN-
TOR) for today on account of illness.

————
ENROLLED BILL SIGNED

Karen L. Haas, Clerk of the House,
reported and found truly enrolled a bill
of the House of the following title,
which was thereupon signed by the
Speaker:

H.R. 2431. An act to reauthorize the Na-
tional Integrated Drought Information Sys-
tem.

———
A BILL PRESENTED TO THE
PRESIDENT

Karen L. Haas, Clerk of the House,
reported that on February 27, 2014, she

H2063

presented to the President of the
United States, for his approval, the fol-
lowing bill:

H.R. 2431. To reauthorize the National In-
tegrated Drought Information System.

———
ADJOURNMENT

Mr. POLIS. Mr. Speaker, I move that
the House do now adjourn.

The motion was agreed to; accord-
ingly (at 7 o’clock and 56 minutes
p.m.), the House adjourned until to-
morrow, Friday, February 28, 2014, at 9
a.m.

——————

EXECUTIVE COMMUNICATIONS,
ETC.

Under clause 2 of rule XIV, executive
communications were taken from the
Speaker’s table and referred as follows:

4832. A letter from the Director, Regu-
latory Management Division, Environmental
Protection Agency, transmitting the Agen-
cy’s final rule — Pesticides; Satisfaction of
Data Requirements; Procedures to Ensure
Protection of Data Submitters’ Rights [EPA-
HQ-OPP-2009-0456; FRIL-9904-32] (RIN: 2070-
AJ58) received January 30, 2014, pursuant to
5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); to the Committee on
Agriculture.

4833. A letter from the Assistant Secretary,
Legislative Affairs, Department of State,
transmitting Transmittal No. DDTC 13-176,
pursuant to the reporting requirements of
Section 36(c) of the Arms Export Control
Act; to the Committee on Foreign Affairs.

4834. A letter from the Assistant Secretary,
Legislative Affairs, Department of State,
transmitting Transmittal No. DDTC 13-187,
pursuant to the reporting requirements of
Section 36(c) of the Arms Export Control
Act; to the Committee on Foreign Affairs.

4835. A letter from the Assistant Secretary,
Legislative Affairs, Department of State,
transmitting Transmittal No. DDTC 13-188,
pursuant to the reporting requirements of
Section 36(d) of the Arms Export Control
Act; to the Committee on Foreign Affairs.

4836. A letter from the Assistant Secretary,
Legislative Affairs, Department of State,
transmitting extension of the waiver of Sec-
tion 907 of the FREEDOM Support Act, Pub.
L. 107-511, with respect to assistance to the
Government of Azerbaijan; to the Committee
on Foreign Affairs.

4837. A letter from the Assistant Secretary,
Legislative Affairs, Department of State,
transmitting Transmittal No. DDTC 13-186,
pursuant to the reporting requirements of
Section 36(c) of the Arms Export Control
Act; to the Committee on Foreign Affairs.

4838. A letter from the Assistant Secretary,
Legislative Affairs, Department of State,
transmitting decisions pursuant to the Iran
Sanctions Act of 1996; to the Committee on
Foreign Affairs.

4839. A letter from the Assistant Secretary,
Legislative Affairs, Department of State,
transmitting memorandum of justification;
to the Committee on Foreign Affairs.

4840. A letter from the Vice President, Of-
fice of External Affairs, Overseas Private In-
vestment Corporation, transmitting the Cor-
poration’s final rule — Regulatory Flexi-
bility Act certification for proposed amend-
ments to OPIC’s Freedom of Information Act
regulations; Privacy Act regulations; and
Touhy regulations received February 6, 2014,
pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); to the Com-
mittee on Oversight and Government Re-
form.

4841. A letter from the Chief, Branch of
Permits and Regulations, Division of Migra-
tory Bird Management, Department of the
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