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continue to build strong Texas/US and Poland/
EU relationships; and

Whereas, The areas of study and business
opportunities will include crops such as wheat,
corn, soybeans, canola and vegetables; live-
stock to include cattle, horses, poultry and
dairy; policies to include the farm bill, taxation,
environmental regulation and tort reform; and
the new technologies and production practices
with oil & gas especially, shale gas; and

Whereas, The agricultural leaders from the
National Cereal Producers Association of Po-
land represent Polish landowners and all sec-
tors of Polish agriculture and will visit Lub-
bock, Amarillo, San Antonio, Panna Maria,
Austin, College Station/Bryan, Brenham, An-
derson, Chappell Hill, East Bernard and Hous-
ton, Texas during a two week span; the dele-
gation will learn firsthand the diversity of
Texas to include rainfall, agriculture and oil &
gas production practices, temperature, soils,
size and distance, population densities, infra-
structure, ethnic groups and the various eco-
nomic industries; and

Whereas, The delegation of the Polish farm-
ers and representatives of agricultural pro-
ducer organizations are devoting their time
and finances to explore Texas Agriculture and
Oil & Gas from production to transportation to
processing to storage to marketing to selling
commodities while studying the issues facing
Texas and the United States of America while
discovering fertile opportunities to enhance
business and personal relationships between
Poland and Texas; they deserve recognition
for their initiative and motivation to explore
new opportunities to enhance food and energy
production for all; and therefore, be it

Resolved, That the United States House of
Representatives:

Congratulates the members of the Polish
farmers and representatives of agricultural
producer organizations on their involvement
and participation in the agriculture industries of
Poland with interest in the Texas agriculture
and oil & gas industries and extend best wish-
es and prosperity for the future.

——————

IN HONOR OF KENTUCKY RIGHT
TO LIFE OF CENTRAL KENTUCKY

HON. ANDY BARR

OF KENTUCKY
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Friday, February 28, 2014

Mr. BARR. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
honor the Right to Life of Central Kentucky. As
a strongly pro-life father of two young girls, |
consider protecting the unborn and the most
vulnerable among us as one of my greatest
responsibilities as a parent and legislator.

This organization’s mission is to increase
public awareness and restore legal protection
to those members of our human family who
are threatened by abortion or infanticide. The
Right to Life Association of Central Kentucky
works tirelessly to advocate for the dignity and
worth of all human life.

Mr. Speaker, | ask that my colleagues join
me in commending my friends with the Right
to Life Association of Central Kentucky for
their leadership, and | would like to thank
them for all that they do for our community.
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HONORING MELVIN C. JOHNSON
HON. BENNIE G. THOMPSON

OF MISSISSIPPI
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Friday, February 28, 2014

Mr. THOMPSON of Mississippi. Mr. Speak-
er, | rise today to honor an extraordinary com-
munity leader, Mr. Melvin Johnson.

Mr. Melvin Charles Johnson was born and
raised in a small town of Tunica, MS. He has
been married to Debra L. (Toney) Johnson for
23 years. He was introduced to politics at the
early age of 10. He marched in his first Civil
Rights March in Tunica, MS in 1963 and be-
came the vice president of the SCLC Youth
Organization in Tunica.

Mr. Johnson was very talented in sports.
One day at school after a football game, Mrs.
Velma (Turner) Brown, which was one of his
high school teachers, told him that if he would
put the energy that he played in football in pol-
itics, that he could help change Tunica Coun-
ty. So, he took her advice because she coun-
seled him and was a great mentor.

Later, he went on to organize and establish
the first voter league in Tunica County. It was
called “United Voters League of Tunica.” He
also organized a voter registration booth in
downtown Tunica in front of one of the night
clubs. He collected all the information from
each individual, filled out their applications and
sent them to the circuit clerk’s office to legally
sign the papers in person.

He was one of the first that was elected
State Constable in the Northern District of
Tunica County. Mrs. Nellie Johnson, Mr. Mil-
ler, and Mr. Johnson contacted a TV spokes-
person to tell them and to show them the con-
ditions people were living in. This area was
called Sugar Ditch, at the time.

Mr. Johnson also walked with Jessie Jack-
son when he came to Tunica to address poor
living conditions in Tunica County. After this
was brought to the world’s attention, several
people came to him looking for advice and
told him about many other concerns that
needed addressing in the community.

Mr. Johnson saw in a local newspaper
where they had printed an article that referred
to him as the “County Community Organizer.”
In his lifetime, the only thing he had ever
wanted to do was to help improve the living
conditions in Tunica County, Mississippi. His
mentors were Mrs. Lucille Hudson, Jessie
Brandon Sr., and Mrs. Alice Brandon.

Mr. Speaker, | ask my colleagues to join me
in recognizing Mr. Melvin Johnson for his dedi-
cation in being a respected community leader.

—————

IN COMMEMORATION OF BLACK
HISTORY MONTH

HON. SHEILA JACKSON LEE

OF TEXAS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Friday, February 28, 2014

Ms. JACKSON LEE. Mr. Speaker, this Feb-
ruary we recognize and celebrate the 38th
commemoration of Black History Month.

This month we celebrate the contributions of
African Americans to the history of our great
nation, and pay tribute to trailblazers, pio-
neers, heroes, and leaders like Rev. Dr. Mar-
tin Luther King, Jr., Supreme Court Justice
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Thurgood Marshall, U.S. Senator Blanche
Kelso Bruce, U.S. Congresswoman Barbara
Jordan, U.S. Congressman Mickey Leland,
Astronauts Dr. Guion Stewart Bluford Jr. and
Mae C. Jemison, Frederick Douglass, Booker
T. Washington, James Baldwin, Harriet Tub-
man, Rosa Parks, Maya Angelou, Toni Morri-
son, and Gwendolyn Brooks just to name a
few of the countless number of well-known
and unsung heroes whose contributions have
helped our nation become a more perfect
union.

The history of the United States has been
marked by the great contributions of African
American activists, leaders, writers, and art-
ists.

As a member of Congress, | know that |
stand on the shoulders of giants whose strug-
gles and triumphs made it possible for me to
stand here today and continue the fight for
equality, justice, and progress for all, regard-
less of race, religion, gender or sexual orienta-
tion.

The greatest of these giants to me are Mrs.
Ivalita “lvy” Jackson, a vocational nurse, and
Mr. Ezra A. Jackson, one of the first African-
Americans to succeed in the comic book pub-
lishing business. They were my beloved par-
ents and they taught me the value of edu-
cation, hard work, discipline, perseverance,
and caring for others. And | am continually in-
spired by Dr. Elwyn Lee, my husband and the
first tenured African American law professor at
the University of Houston.

Mr. Speaker, | particularly wish to acknowl-
edge the contributions of African American
veterans in defending from foreign aggressors
and who by their courageous examples helped
transform our nation from a segregated soci-
ety to a nation committed to the never ending
challenge of perfecting our union. Earlier this
week, | was honored to join my colleagues,
Congressmen JOHN LEWIS and Congressman
CHARLES RANGEL, a Korean War veteran, in
paying tribute to surviving members of the
Tuskegee Airmen and the 555th Parachute In-
fantry, the famed “Triple Nickels” at a moving
ceremony sponsored by the U.S. Army com-
memorating the 50th Anniversary of the 1964
Civil Rights Act.

The success of the Tuskegee Airmen in es-
corting bombers during World War ll—achiev-
ing one of the lowest loss records of all the
escort fighter groups, and being in constant
demand for their services by the allied bomber
units—is a record unmatched by any other
fighter group. So impressive and astounding
were the feats of the Tuskegee Airmen that in
1948, it helped persuade President Harry Tru-
man to issue his famous Executive Order No.
9981, which directed equality of treatment and
opportunity in all of the United States Armed
Forces and led to the end of racial segrega-
tion in the U.S. military forces. It is a source
of enormous and enduring pride that my fa-
ther-in-law, Phillip Ferguson Lee, was one of
the Tuskegee Airmen.

Clearly, what began as an experiment to de-
termine whether “colored” soldiers’ were ca-
pable of operating expensive and complex
combat aircraft ended as an unqualified suc-
cess based on the experience of the
Tuskegee Airmen, whose record included 261
aircraft destroyed, 148 aircraft damaged,
15,553 combat sorties and 1,578 missions
over ltaly and North Africa. They also de-
stroyed or damaged over 950 units of ground
transportation and escorted more than 200
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bombing missions. They proved that “the anti-
dote to racism is excellence in performance,”
as retired Lt. Col. Herbert Carter once re-
marked.

Mr. Speaker, Black History Month is also a
time to remember many pioneering women
like U.S. Congresswoman Shirley Chisholm;
activists Harriet Tubman and Rosa Parks; as-
tronaut Mae C. Jemison; authors Maya
Angelou, Toni Morrison, and Gwendolyn
Brooks; all of whom have each in their own
way, whether through courageous activism,
cultural contributions, or artistic creativity,
forged social and political change, and forever
changed our great Nation for the better.

It is also fitting, Mr. Speaker, that in addition
to those national leaders who contributions
have made our nation better, we honor also
those who have and are making a difference
in their local communities. In my home city of
Houston, there are numerous great men and
women. They are great because they have
heeded the counsel of Dr. King who said: “Ev-
erybody can be great because anybody can
serve. You only a need a heart full of grace.
A soul generated by love.” By that measure,
| wish to pay tribute to some of the great men
and women of Houston: Rev. F.N. Williams,
Sr.; Rev. Dr. S.J. Gilbert, Sr.; Rev. Crawford
W. Kimble; Rev. Eldridge Stanley Branch;
Rev. William A. Lawson; Rev. Johnnie Jeffery
“J.J.” Robeson; Mr. El Franco Lee; Mr. John
Brand; Ms. Ruby Moseley; Ms. Dorothy Hub-
bard; Ms. Doris Hubbard; Ms. Willie Bell
Boone; Ms. Holly HogoBrooks; Mr. Deloyd
Parker; Ms. Lenora “Doll” Carter.

As we celebrate Black History Month, let us
pay tribute to those who have come before us,
and pay forward to future generations by ad-
dressing what is the number one issue for Af-
rican American families, and all American fam-
ilies today: preserving the American promise
of economic opportunity for all. Our immediate
focus must be job creation, and enacting legis-
lation that will foster and lay the foundation for
today’s and tomorrow’s generation of
groundbreaking activists, leaders, scientists,
writers and artists to continue contributing to
the greatness of America. We must work to
get Americans back to work. We must con-
tinue to preserve the American Dream for all.

Mr. Speaker, | am proud to stand here in
celebration of the heroic and historic acts of
African Americans and their indispensible con-
tributions to this great Nation. It is through our
work in creating possibilities for today and fu-
ture generations that we best honor the ac-
complishments and legacy of our prede-
cessors.

——————

RECOGNIZING TEAM OF PARTICI-
PANTS IN SOLAR DECATHLON
2015

HON. TOM REED

OF NEW YORK
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Friday, February 28, 2014

Mr. REED. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to rec-
ognize a team from Alfred State College of
Technology and Alfred University selected to
compete in the U.S. Department of Energy
Solar Decathlon 2015. The team will complete
a series of projects and initiatives, culminating
in the construction of an energy-efficient,
solar-powered house. Selection for participa-
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tion in this event is a remarkable honor, with
positions awarded to only 20 collegiate teams
from across the country and around the world.

Throughout the competition, students will
develop energy-efficient designs, products,
and technologies. The Solar Decathlon will
provide students with practical training in engi-
neering and architecture fields while allowing
them to gain real-world experience. Students
will gain valuable skills, enabling them to pur-
sue careers in the expanding clean energy in-
dustry.

The availability of renewable energy is es-
sential in today’s world. Energy-efficient de-
signs and technologies reduce costs and en-
ergy consumption while protecting local com-
munities and facilitating economic growth. As
the need for energy continues to grow it is crit-
ical that we develop new methods for pro-
ducing sustainable sources of renewable en-
ergy. Solar Decathlon 2015 will encourage a
new generation of young engineers and entre-
preneurs to face this challenge. | am confident
that these students will develop innovative so-
lutions and new technologies that will benefit
families and businesses in my district and
across the country.

| once again congratulate the team of stu-
dents from Alfred State College of Technology
and Alfred University on their participation in
Solar Decathlon 2015. | am proud to recog-
nize this great achievement and | look forward
to witnessing the great things that these stu-
dents will accomplish.

—

HONORING ARCHIE TUCKER

HON. BENNIE G. THOMPSON

OF MISSISSIPPI
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Friday, February 28, 2014

Mr. THOMPSON of Mississippi. Mr. Speak-
er, | rise today to honor a remarkable public
servant, Mr. Archie Tucker.

In 1974, while still in high school, Mr. Tuck-
er was hired by former ARS Mid-South Direc-
tor Ed King as a biological aide during a time
when there were no minority administrators or
scientists at the station. Since then, Mr. Tuck-
er has followed a nearly four-decade career as
one of the highest-ranking African-Americans
in the ARS’s Mid-South Area.

After graduating from Leland High School,
Mr. Tucker enrolled at Mississippi Valley State
University while retaining his part-time job at
the ARS’s Stoneville station. He majored in
business administration to gain administrative
knowledge to go along with the research ex-
pertise he was learning each week.

After graduating from the MVSU, Mr. Tucker
was promoted to a full-time biological lab tech-
nician in 1980.

Seven years later, he again was promoted
to area property manager and eight years
later, he became the first African-American
Area Administrative Officer in ARS history. Mr.
Tucker noted that each promotion brought ad-
ditional responsibilities.

In 1997, Mr. Tucker became the Mid-
South’s Area’s first African-American Deputy
Mid-South Area Director and in 2011, broke
another barrier by assuming his current post
as Mid-South Area Assistant Director.

Mr. Tucker is charged with managing a
$110 million annual budget and has overseen
the renovation of the Jamie Whitten Center,
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the service’s main facility in Stoneville, the
principal headquarters of the Mid-South area,
which includes Tennessee, Kentucky, Ala-
bama and Louisiana. Here, Mr. Tucker over-
sees research stations employing more than
1,000 workers in all. Mr. Tucker credits others,
particularly former Director King, for his ad-
vancement.

The Stoneville offices were recognized by
the U.S. Secretary of Agriculture, Tom Vilsack,
for their diversity. Mr. Tucker said the station
now includes many African-American adminis-
trators and scientists.

Mr. Tucker has made assisting future sci-
entists, a priority, collaborating on research
projects with several traditionally black
schools, including Alcorn State, Tuskegee and
Alabama A&M Universities.

The Stoneville station also has been in-
volved with local school districts, conducting
tours for students and in 2012 launched the
Future Scientists Program, a collaboration be-
tween the service and the Texas A&M Univer-
sity Extension Program, which has scientists
visiting classrooms, judging science fairs and
students touring the Stoneville facilities.

Mr. Speaker, | ask my colleagues to join me
in recognizing Mr. Archie Tucker for his dedi-
cation to serving others and giving back to the
African-American community.

IN HONOR OF HINTON MILLS
HON. ANDY BARR

OF KENTUCKY
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Friday, February 28, 2014

Mr. BARR. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
honor Hinton Mills in Fleming County, Ken-
tucky, and to congratulate them on the 31st
Anniversary of their Seed Days Customer Ap-
preciation Event.

Hinton Mills, with four locations serving the
Fleming county area, was founded by Frank L.
Hinton in 1918. Frank L. Hinton was born in
the Plummers Mill area of Fleming County in
1891 and orphaned at the age of six. He
began his own business at the age of sixteen,
and opened a small store six years later.

Soon after, he began operating a much larg-
er store; this store thrived under the leader-
ship of Frank L. until his retirement in 1956.
The store continued with success under Frank
O. Hinton, who added a feed mill to the Hinton
Mills family. Fleming County Farm Supply was
opened in 1977. Today the fourth generation
of Hintons are serving area farmers at four lo-
cations; Fleming Co. Feed Supply, Frank Hin-
ton and Son, Jabetown Mill and May’s Lick
Mill.

Hinton Mills is well-known for their wide-
range of products, quality feed, and customer
service, and it also contributes to the region in
many other ways. The Hinton family has al-
ways been involved in the community through
service on various boards as well as active in-
volvement with FFA chapters in the area.

Seed Days began as a way for Hinton Mills
to honor its customers and is now in its 31st
year. Food and fun abound at each of the four
locations during Seed Days. While the Hinton
family honors their community through Seed
Days this week, | would like to honor their de-
votion and service to the Sixth District.

Mr. Speaker, | ask that my colleagues join
me in honoring Hinton Mills on their success
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