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(Rept. No. 113-373) on the resolution (H.
Res. 497) providing for consideration of
the bill (H.R. 3826) to provide direction
to the Administrator of the Environ-
mental Protection Agency regarding
the establishment of standards for
emissions of any greenhouse gas from
fossil fuel-fired electric utility gener-
ating units, and for other purposes, and
providing for consideration of the bill
(H.R. 4118) to amend the Internal Rev-
enue Code of 1986 to delay the imple-
mentation of the penalty for failure to
comply with the individual health in-
surance mandate, which was referred
to the House Calendar and ordered to
be printed.

————
FLOOD INSURANCE BILL

(Mr. THOMPSON of Pennsylvania
asked and was given permission to ad-
dress the House for 1 minute and to re-
vise and extend his remarks.)

Mr. THOMPSON of Pennsylvania.
Mr. Speaker, I rise today as an original
cosponsor of H.R. 3370, the Homeowner
Flood Insurance Affordability Act of
2014.

Over the past decade, the National
Flood Insurance Program has bordered
on insolvency, and today it is over $24
million in debt. Congress, in 2012,
passed the Biggert-Waters Act, which
created much-needed reforms to the
program that were designed to more
accurately reflect insurance risks and
create fiscal solvency. The law man-
dated that the Federal Emergency
Management Agency perform an af-
fordability study before transitioning
to the newly weighted system, which
they failed to do and has led to dev-
astating flood insurance premium in-
creases.

Mr. Speaker, there are those who
think we should do nothing and let
government mismanagement ruin the
economic health of our communities.
We cannot run away from pressing
challenges. To the contrary, we must
correct this policy failure in a manner
that strikes a balanced solution with-
out adding one dime to the Federal def-
icit.

H.R. 3370 enables Congress to develop
a long-term solution that protects
local economies and holds government
accountable.

———

RECOGNIZING GABBIE ST. PETER
AND ALICE WILLETTE

(Ms. PINGREE of Maine asked and
was given permission to address the
House for 1 minute and to revise and
extend her remarks.)

Ms. PINGREE of Maine. Mr. Speaker,
I want to talk for a minute about two
very special young girls from
Waterville, Maine.

Gabbie St. Peter and Alice Willette
both celebrated their eighth birthdays
last month and are in the second grade
at the George J. Mitchell Elementary
School. Since their birthdays are just a
day apart, they decided to have a joint
birthday party. But instead of pre-
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sents, these two extraordinary girls
asked their friends to bring the items
most in need at their school’s food pan-
try.

This amazing act of generosity and
community spirit came straight from
Gabbie and Alice themselves. There
was never a suggestion from a parent
or a teacher to do this. They planned it
all themselves.

I would have to agree with their
teacher, Sherril Saulter, who said
these two girls have some of the big-
gest hearts she has ever seen. Their
compassion and generosity is inspiring,
and I want to recognize and thank
these two emerging leaders from
Maine, Gabbie St. Peter and Alice
Willette, for recognizing not only that
no one in their community should go
hungry, but also that they have the
power to effect change.

—————

THE REPUBLIC OF TEXAS

(Mr. OLSON asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. OLSON. Mr. Speaker, on March
2, 1836, 178 years ago, the Republic of
Texas was born with the signing of the
Texas Declaration of Independence.
The last paragraph on the sacred docu-
ment reads:

We, therefore, the delegates with plenary
powers of the people of Texas, in solemn con-
vention assembled, appealing to a candid
world for the necessities of our condition, do
hereby resolve and declare, that our political
connection with the Mexican nation has for-
ever ended, and that the people of Texas do
now constitute a free, Sovereign, and inde-
pendent republic, and are fully invested with
all the rights and attributes which properly
belong to independent nations; and, con-
scious of the rectitude of our intentions, we
fearlessly and confidently commit the issue
to the decision of the Supreme arbiter of the
destinies of nations.

May God always bless and never for-
get the Republic of Texas.
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CONGRATULATING SCHENECTADY
GREENMARKET ON THEIR 5-
YEAR ANNIVERSARY

(Mr. TONKO asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. TONKO. Mr. Speaker, I rise
today to congratulate Schenectady
Greenmarket on their 5-year anniver-
sary. In the half-decade since they
opened their doors to the Capital Re-
gion of New York, the Schenectady
Greenmarket has worked to prove that
our economy and nutrition benefit
when we eat local and buy local.

Schenectady Greenmarket continues
to find ways to bolster public health by
providing farm-to-table meals to our
friends and neighbors in the Capital
Region and, most recently, partnering
with MVP Health Care to build a
healthier, more nutrition-focused com-
munity.
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I had the privilege of attending Sche-
nectady Greenmarket’s 5-year anniver-
sary last Sunday, and was pleased to
see firsthand the good work and serv-
ices this nonprofit organization pro-
vides our area.

I applaud the many farmers, pro-
ducers, vendors, certainly musicians,
volunteers, and staff who make the
Greenmarket successful.

Again, I congratulate Schenectady
Greenmarket on their anniversary, and
I look forward to celebrating many
more milestones to come.

PRESERVING ACCESS TO
SLEEPING BEAR DUNES

(Mr. HUIZENGA of Michigan asked
and was given permission to address
the House for 1 minute and to revise
and extend his remarks.)

Mr. HUIZENGA of Michigan. Mr.
Speaker, tonight the House passed leg-
islation addressing an issue that is
near and dear to my heart and very im-
portant to Michigan involving Sleeping
Bear Dunes National Park.

For years, there has been a back and
forth between the community sur-
rounding Sleeping Bear Dunes and the
National Park Service over the best
way to make sure that this pristine
treasure is accessible to the public.

I have personally been involved in
this process for over a decade, and I am
glad to see my friend and colleague, Dr.
DAN BENISHEK, who now represents the
area, pick up the legislative torch that
my friend Pete Hoekstra and I—we in-
troduced bills to protect the Sleeping
Bear Dunes, and Dan has finally been
able to take it across the finish line.

This bipartisan and bicameral solu-
tion ensures that beaches will remain
open, public roads can be improved,
hunting and fishing will continue to be
allowed, and private property rights
are actually protected.

Tonight’s legislative achievement
would not be possible without the hard
work and tireless efforts of local citi-
zens, local business owners, and local
advocacy groups such as the Coalition
for Access to the Lakeshore.

I look forward to President Obama
signing this much-needed piece of leg-
islation and the benefits that there will
be for the visitors to the park, the
local residents, and small businesses
throughout northern Michigan.

Most importantly, let’s see Sleeping
Bear Dunes preserved for generations
to come.

————

COAL-FIRED POWER UNIT
SHUTDOWN

(Mrs. LUMMIS asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Mrs. LUMMIS. Mr. Speaker, later
this month, in the State of Wyoming, a
coal-fired power unit is going to shut
down production for the very last time.
This is going to happen 10 years before
its useful life has diminished.

This is happening because of Federal
regulations. This is inexpensive, abun-
dant, coal-fired power which serves the
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