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and regularly rehearsed with local emer-
gency personnel;

(7) privacy of health information and prop-
er referral for medical, psychosocial, and nu-
tritional counseling;

(8) participate in a culture that finds
‘“playing through pain’’ unacceptable unless
there has been a medical assessment;

(9) immediate, on-site injury assessments
with decisions made by qualified sports med-
icine professionals; and

(10) along with their parents, the latest in-
formation about the benefits and potential
risks of participation in competitive sports,
including access to statistics on fatalities
and catastrophic injuries to youth athletes;
and

Whereas the Secondary School Student
Athletes’ Bill of Rights, which sets forth
goals and ideals to improve the health, well-
being, and athletic experience of secondary
school students, can serve as a valuable re-
source to reduce injury, promote athlete
safety, and encourage well-being: Now,
therefore, be it

Resolved, That the Senate—

(1) expresses support for the principles and
values set forth in the Secondary School
Student Athletes’ Bill of Rights;

(2) recognizes the importance of proper
safety measures, timely medical assess-
ments, and appropriate environmental condi-
tions in ensuring the health and well-being
of secondary school student athletes;

(3) recognizes the role that teachers, par-
ents, coaches, and athletic health care team
members play in ensuring the safety and
well-being of secondary school student ath-
letes;

(4) expresses support for secondary schools
that have successfully implemented pro-
grams, policies, and practices to emphasize
and encourage student athlete safety and
well-being; and

(5) encourages secondary schools to con-
tinue to take all available and reasonable ef-
forts to ensure student athlete safety.

———

SENATE RESOLUTION 373—RECOG-
NIZING THE IMPORTANCE OF

BIOSECURITY AND AGRO-DE-
FENSE IN THE UNITED STATES
Mr. ROBERTS (for himself, Mr.

MORAN, Mr. BLUNT, and Mrs. McCAS-
KILL) submitted the following resolu-
tion; which was considered and agreed
to:

S. REs. 373

Whereas following the September 11, 2001
terrorist attacks, the United States in-
creased its efforts to combat the threat of
global terrorism;

Whereas the September 11t attacks illus-
trated the vulnerability of the food supply
and agriculture economy of the United
States;

Whereas in 2002, Congress created the De-
partment of Homeland Security to improve
the Government’s ability to respond to
threats facing the United States;

Whereas the Department of Homeland Se-
curity, in partnership with the Department
of Agriculture, was quick to recognize the
threat posed by agroterrorism;

Whereas on January 30, 2004, President
George W. Bush issued a Homeland Security
Presidential Directive entitled ‘‘Defense of
United States Agriculture and Food’’;

Whereas the Commission on the Preven-
tion of Weapons of Mass Destruction Pro-
liferation and Terrorism stated in a 2008 re-
port that bioterrorism was a more likely
threat to the United States than nuclear ter-
rorism, and higher priority should therefore
be given to efforts to combat bioterrorism;
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Whereas the threat of a terrorist attack on
the United States persists, and continued
vigilance is necessary; and

Whereas construction of the National Bio
and Agro-Defense Facility began on May 28,
2013: Now, therefore, be it

Resolved, That it is the sense of the Senate
that—

(1) as the United States combats terrorism
in all forms and around the world, the safe-
ty, security, and health of our livestock and
agriculture commodities must not be forgot-
ten;

(2) research and investment in biosecurity
and agro-defense should be supported by Con-
gress;

(3) providing the resources, both intellectu-
ally and materially, for the advancement of
vaccines and cures for deadly pathogens and
emerging zoonotic diseases is an integral
part of homeland defense;

(4) without the tools necessary to protect
the people, agriculture economy, and food
supply of the United States, this Nation re-
mains vulnerable to attack;

(5) the world depends on the agriculture of
the United States;

(6) the world depends on the leadership of
the United States in science and technology;

(7) the United States must remain a leader
in the fight against bioterrorism; and

(8) biosecurity and a strong agro-defense
system are achievable goals for the United
States in the global war on terrorism.

———

SENATE RESOLUTION 374—DESIG-
NATING MARCH 3, 2014, AS
“WORLD WILDLIFE DAY

Mr. COONS (for himself, Mr. UDALL
of New Mexico, Mrs. FEINSTEIN, Mr.
INHOFE, Mr. WHITEHOUSE, Mr. DURBIN,
Mr. MARKEY, and Mr. CARDIN) sub-
mitted the following resolution; which
was considered and agreed to:

S. REs. 374

Whereas wildlife has provided numerous
economic, environmental, social, and cul-
tural benefits during the course of human
history, and wildlife preservation will secure
these gifts for future generations;

Whereas each plant and animal species
plays an important role in the stability of di-
verse ecosystems around the world, and the
conservation of this biodiversity is critical
to maintain the delicate balance of nature
and keep complex ecosystems thriving;

Whereas observation of wild plants and
animals in their natural habitat provides in-
dividuals with a more enriching world view
and a greater appreciation of the wonders of
the natural environment;

Whereas tens of millions of individuals in
the United States strongly support the con-
servation of wildlife, both domestically and
abroad, and wish to ensure the survival of
species in the wild, such as rhinoceroses, ti-
gers, elephants, pangolins, turtles, seahorses,
sharks, ginseng, mahogany, and cacti;

Whereas the Convention on International
Trade in Endangered Species of Wild Fauna
and Flora (referred to in this preamble as
“CITES” and also known as the ‘‘Wash-
ington Convention’) was signed in Wash-
ington, DC, on March 3, 1973;

Whereas 179 countries, including
United States, are now parties to CITES;

Whereas CITES remains one of the most
powerful tools in the world for biodiversity
conservation by regulating international
trade in wild plants and animals, including
products and derivatives of wild plants and
animals, ensuring the survival of plants and
animals in the wild, and providing long-term
benefits for the livelihood of local people and
the global environment;

the

March 5, 2014

Whereas CITES seeks to ensure that inter-
national trade in listed species is sustain-
able, legal, and traceable;

Whereas the trafficking of wildlife, includ-
ing timber and fish, comprises the fourth
largest global illegal trade, after narcotics,
counterfeiting of products and currency, and
human trafficking, and has become a major
transnational organized crime with an esti-
mated worth of approximately $19,000,000,000
annually;

Whereas increased demand in Asia for
high-value illegal wildlife products, particu-
larly elephant ivory and rhinoceros horns,
has recently triggered substantial and rapid
increases in poaching of these species, par-
ticularly in Africa;

Whereas trafficking of wildlife is the pri-
mary threat to many wildlife species, includ-
ing elephants, rhinoceroses, and tigers;

Whereas many different kinds of criminals,
including some terrorist entities and rogue
security personnel, often in collusion with
corrupt government officials, are involved in
wildlife poaching and the movement of ivory
and rhinoceros horns across Africa;

Whereas wildlife poaching presents signifi-
cant security and stability challenges for
military and police forces in African nations
that are often threatened by heavily armed
poachers and the criminal and extremist al-
lies of such poachers;

Whereas wildlife poaching negatively im-
pacts local communities that rely on natural
resources for economic development, includ-
ing tourism;

Whereas the lack of sufficient penal and fi-
nancial deterrents hamper the ability of Af-
rican governments to reduce poaching and
trafficking;

Whereas capacity building, including ma-
terial, training, legal, and diplomatic sup-
port, can significantly impact the trajectory
of the illegal wildlife trade;

Whereas wildlife provides a multitude of
benefits to all nations, and wildlife crime
has wide-ranging economic, environmental,
and social impacts;

Whereas the number of elephants killed by
poachers in Kenya increased by more than
800 percent from 2007 to 2012, from 47 to 387
elephants killed;

Whereas the number of rhinoceroses killed
by poachers in South Africa increased by
more than 7000 percent between 2007 and 2013,
from 13 to 1004 rhinoceroses killed;

Whereas the number of forest elephants in
the Congo Basin in central Africa declined
by approximately two-thirds between 2002
and 2012, placing forest elephants on track
for extinction within the next decade;

Whereas as few as 3200 tigers remain in the
wild throughout all of Asia;

Whereas approximately 100,000,000 sharks
are killed annually, often targeted solely for
their fins, and unsustainable trade is the pri-
mary cause of serious population decline in
several shark species, including scalloped
hammerhead sharks, great hammerhead
sharks, and oceanic whitetip sharks;

Whereas the United States is developing
strong measures to address the criminal, fi-
nancial, security, and environmental aspects
of wildlife trafficking;

Whereas Congress has allocated specific re-
sources to combat wildlife trafficking and
address the threats posed by poaching and
the illegal wildlife trade;

Whereas in December 2013, the United Na-
tions General Assembly proclaimed March 3,
the day on which CITES was signed, as
World Wildlife Day to celebrate and raise
awareness of the wild fauna and flora around
the world;

Whereas March 3, 2014, represents the first
annual celebration of World Wildlife Day;
and
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