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Whereas in 2014, World Wildlife Day com-

memorations will ‘‘celebrate the many beau-
tiful and varied forms of wild fauna and 
flora, raise awareness of the multitude of 
benefits that wildlife provides to people, and 
raise awareness of the urgent need to step up 
the fight against wildlife crime, which has 
wide-ranging economic, environmental, and 
social impacts’’: Now, therefore, be it 

Resolved, That the Senate— 
(1) designates March 3, 2014, as ‘‘World 

Wildlife Day’’; 
(2) supports the goals and ideals of World 

Wildlife Day, including— 
(A) raising awareness of the benefits that 

wildlife provides to people and the threats 
facing wildlife around the world; and 

(B) escalating the fight against wildlife 
crime, including wildlife trafficking; 

(3) applauds the domestic and inter-
national efforts to escalate the fight against 
wildlife crime; 

(4) commends the efforts of the United 
States to mobilize the entire Government in 
a coordinated, efficient, and effective man-
ner for dramatic progress in the fight 
against wildlife crime; 

(5) encourages continued cooperation be-
tween the United States, international part-
ners, local communities, nonprofit organiza-
tions, private industry, and other partner or-
ganizations in an effort to conserve and cele-
brate wildlife, preserving this precious re-
source for future generations. 

f 

SENATE RESOLUTION 375—CON-
CERNING THE CRISIS IN THE 
CENTRAL AFRICAN REPUBLIC 
AND SUPPORTING UNITED 
STATES AND INTERNATIONAL 
EFFORTS TO END THE VIO-
LENCE, PROTECT CIVILIANS, 
AND ADDRESS ROOT CAUSES OF 
THE CONFLICT 

Mr. COONS (for himself and Mr. 
FLAKE) submitted the following resolu-
tion; which was referred to the Com-
mittee on Foreign Relations: 

S. RES. 375 

Whereas, for more than 50 years, successive 
governments in the Central African Republic 
have struggled to build a durable system of 
democratic institutions, to effectively secure 
and control the country’s territory and bor-
ders, and to ensure a basic level of socio-eco-
nomic development for the country’s people; 

Whereas, despite its natural resource 
wealth, the Central African Republic re-
mains one of the poorest countries in the 
world and one of the lowest ranking coun-
tries in terms of a human development index 
according to the United Nations Develop-
ment Program; 

Whereas, in January 2013, regional leaders 
brokered the Libreville Agreements between 
the government of then-President Francois 
Bozize and the loosely allied rebel militia 
known as Séléka, which resulted in the for-
mation of a government of national unity; 

Whereas, despite the Libreville Agree-
ments, President Bozize was ousted in March 
2013 by the Séléka coalition, and the Séléka 
leader, Michel Djotodia, declared himself 
president; 

Whereas, in April 2013, regional leaders 
issued the N’djamena Declaration in an ef-
fort to pursue a return to constitutional 
order based on the Libreville Agreements; 

Whereas an influx of foreign fighters, espe-
cially from Chad and Sudan, has been a 
major factor in the increased number of 
Séléka fighters, from approximately 5,000 in 
March 2013, to an estimated 20,000 as of De-
cember 2013; 

Whereas both Séléka forces and armed mi-
litia groups known as ‘‘anti-balakas’’, which 
formed initially as a means of protecting 
communities against Séléka, have been im-
plicated in ethnically-motivated violence 
and grave and systemic human rights abuses 
against civilians; 

Whereas, over the course of the crisis, 
Séléka and anti-balaka groups have dis-
played weak control and command struc-
tures, and committed war crimes with impu-
nity; 

Whereas, according to UNICEF, thousands 
of child soldiers are involved in armed 
groups in the Central African Republic, amid 
the near-total collapse of the country’s pri-
mary education system; 

Whereas interethnic, intercommunal, and 
interreligious tensions and violence have 
risen to alarming levels and led to system-
atic human rights abuses in the Central Afri-
can Republic, including targeted killings, 
rapes, acts of torture, looting, and arbitrary 
detention; 

Whereas the United States Embassy in 
Bangui closed on December 25, 2012, and the 
ordered departure of country team staff has 
temporarily suspended the diplomatic pres-
ence and consular services of the United 
States in the Central African Republic; 

Whereas more than 700,000 civilians have 
been internally displaced; another 230,000 
have recently sought refuge in neighboring 
countries, including the Democratic Repub-
lic of the Congo, Chad, Cameroon, and South 
Sudan; 2,600,000 people, or over half of the 
population of the Central African Republic, 
are in need of humanitarian assistance; and 
60 percent of households have no available 
food stocks; 

Whereas a failure of the international com-
munity to appropriately respond to and ad-
dress the rapidly deteriorating situation in 
the Central African Republic could result in 
further atrocities, mass displacement, and 
protracted instability with significant reper-
cussions for regional and international secu-
rity; 

Whereas United Nations Security Council 
Resolution 2127 (2013) called for urgent and 
increased international assistance to the Af-
rican Union International Support Mission 
in the Central African Republic (MISCA) to 
ensure that the force can fulfill its mandate 
to restore security and protect civilians, and 
placed an arms embargo on the Central Afri-
can Republic; 

Whereas United Nations Security Council 
Resolution 2127 requested the Secretary-Gen-
eral to establish an international commis-
sion of inquiry to investigate reports of 
human rights abuses in the Central African 
Republic in order to ensure accountability 
for perpetrators of violence; 

Whereas the United Nations Integrated 
Peacebuilding Office in the Central African 
Republic has been hindered by a lack of re-
sources and constrained by insecurity; 

Whereas, consistent with United Nations 
Security Council Resolution 2127, the Gov-
ernment of France launched a peacekeeping 
operation, Operation Sangaris, in the Cen-
tral African Republic to assist MISCA in ful-
filling its mandate; 

Whereas, on March 3, 2014, United Nations 
Secretary-General Ban Ki-moon rec-
ommended to the United Nations Security 
Council a transition to a United Nations 
peacekeeping mission with a primary man-
date to protect civilians; and 

Whereas the United States Government is 
providing support for conflict resolution ef-
forts, humanitarian assistance to refugees 
and internally displaced persons, and assist-
ance to troop contributing countries to 
MISCA in order to restore security in the 
Central African Republic, primarily by pro-
viding airlift, non-lethal equipment, mili-

tary logistics, and training, as well as 
logistical support for France: Now, therefore, 
be it 

Resolved, That the Senate— 
(1) condemns the violence, atrocities, 

abuses, and human rights violations com-
mitted by all parties to the conflict in the 
Central African Republic; 

(2) commends the efforts of religious and 
community leaders in the Central African 
Republic condemning violence and engaging 
in conflict prevention and conflict resolution 
activities; 

(3) welcomes the mobilization of inter-
national peacekeeping, conflict mitigation, 
humanitarian, and diplomatic resources, and 
encourages continued efforts to help address 
humanitarian needs, bring an end to the vio-
lence, and develop sustainable democratic 
institutions in the Central African Republic; 

(4) welcomes the January 2014 decision of 
the Transitional National Council on the 
election of Catherine Samba-Panza as the 
Central African Republic’s new transitional 
president; 

(5) commends the African Union and its 
troop and police contributing countries for 
their work establishing and supporting 
MISCA; 

(6) recognizes the Economic Community of 
Central African States (CEEAS) for its lead-
ership in the political transition process; 

(7) commends France for its swift interven-
tion under United Nations Security Council 
Resolution 2127, and for its contributions to 
stabilization efforts and other forms of as-
sistance; 

(8) welcomes the United Nations Security 
Council support for MISCA and the Depart-
ment of Peacekeeping Operation’s ongoing 
contingency planning for a possible transi-
tion to a United Nations peacekeeping oper-
ation; 

(9) affirms support for multilateral peace-
keeping and policing capacities and recog-
nizes the important contributions these ef-
forts have made in protecting civilians in the 
Central African Republic and promoting 
international peace and stability; 

(10) calls on the President to work with 
international partners to develop a short- 
term strategy to support a full and imme-
diate cessation of armed conflict in the Cen-
tral African Republic, including attacks tar-
geting civilians and the recruitment of child 
soldiers; 

(11) calls on the President to develop a 
long-term United States strategy, in support 
of international and domestic efforts, to es-
tablish a durable peace and greater security 
for the Central African Republic and to en-
hance regional stability, including— 

(A) engagement and coordination with the 
international community, including the Af-
rican Union, the Economic Community of 
Central African States, the United Nations, 
and other partners; 

(B) appropriate assistance to help provide 
emergency relief and reconciliation for the 
people of the Central African Republic; 

(C) technical, logistical and other forms of 
assistance, as appropriate, in support of ef-
fective disarmament, demobilization, and re-
integration of fighters; and 

(D) support for appropriate mechanisms to 
ensure accountability for perpetrators of 
human rights abuses and violence; and 

(12) urges the Secretary of State to con-
sider the expeditious reestablishment of a 
United States diplomatic presence in the 
Central African Republic. 
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NOTICE OF HEARING 

COMMITTEE ON ENERGY AND NATURAL 
RESOURCES 

Ms. LANDRIEU. Mr. President, I 
would like to announce for the infor-
mation of the Senate and the public 
that an oversight hearing has been 
scheduled before the Senate Committee 
on Energy and Natural Resources. The 
hearing will be held on Wednesday, 
April 16, 2014, at 1 p.m., at the East- 
West Center at the University of Ha-
waii, Manoa Campus, in Honolulu, Ha-
waii. 

The purpose of the hearing is to ex-
amine the successes and challenges of 
meeting sustainability goals in Hawaii 
and the Pacific, including oversight of 
existing activities and Federal-Island 
partnerships in energy, water, land use, 
marine resources, and other sectors. 

Because of the limited time available 
for the hearing, witnesses may testify 
by invitation only. However, those 
wishing to submit written testimony 
for the hearing record may do so by 
sending it to the Committee on Energy 
and Natural Resources, United States 
Senate, Washington, D.C. 20510–6150, or 
by e-mail to Johnl 

Assini@energy.senate.gov. 
For further information, please con-

tact Al Stayman at (202) 224–7865 or 
John Assini at (202) 224–9313. 

f 

AUTHORITY FOR COMMITTEES TO 
MEET 

COMMITTEE ON ARMED SERVICES 
Mr. REID. Mr. President, I ask unan-

imous consent that the Committee on 
Armed Services be authorized to meet 
during the session of the Senate on 
March 5, 2014, at 9:30 a.m. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

COMMITTEE ON FINANCE 
Mr. REID. Mr. President, I ask unan-

imous consent that the Committee on 
Finance be authorized to meet during 
the session of the Senate on March 5, 
2014, at 10:30 a.m., in room 215 of the 
Dirksen Senate Office Building, to con-
duct a hearing entitled ‘‘The Presi-
dent’s Fiscal Year 2015 Budget.’’ 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

COMMITTEE ON HOMELAND SECURITY AND 
GOVERNMENTAL AFFAIRS 

Mr. REID. Mr. President, I ask unan-
imous consent that the Committee on 
Homeland Security and Governmental 
Affairs be authorized to meet during 
the session of the Senate on March 5, 
2014, at 9:30 a.m. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

COMMITTEE ON SMALL BUSINESS AND 
ENTREPRENEURSHIP 

Mr. REID. Mr. President, I ask unan-
imous consent that the Committee on 
Small Business and Entrepreneurship 
be authorized to meet during the ses-
sion of the Senate on March 5, 2014, at 
10:30 a.m. in room SR–432 of the Russell 
Senate Office Building. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

COMMITTEE ON VETERANS’ AFFAIRS 
Mr. REID. Mr. President, I ask unan-

imous consent that the Committee on 
Veterans’ Affairs be authorized to meet 
during the session of the Senate on 
March 5, 2014, at 10 a.m. in room SD– 
G50 of the Dirksen Senate Office Build-
ing. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

SPECIAL COMMITTEE ON AGING 
Mr. REID. Mr. President, I ask unan-

imous consent that the Special Com-
mittee on Aging be authorized to meet 
during the session of the Senate on 
March 5, 2014, in room SD–562 of the 
Dirksen Senate Office Building at 2:15 
p.m. to conduct a hearing entitled ‘‘In-
come Security and the Elderly: Secur-
ing Gains made in the War on Pov-
erty.’’ 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

SUBCOMMITTEE ON STRATEGIC FORCES 
Mr. REID. Mr. President, I ask unan-

imous consent that the Subcommittee 
on Strategic Forces of the Committee 
on Armed Services be authorized to 
meet during the session of the Senate 
on March 5, 2014, at 2:30 p.m. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

f 

PRIVILEGES OF THE FLOOR 
Mr. REID. Mr. President, I ask unan-

imous consent that Rosie Goscinski, 
who is a fellow in Senator HIRONO’s of-
fice, be granted floor privileges for this 
year. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

f 

IMPORTANCE OF BIOSECURITY 
AND AGRO-DEFENSE IN THE 
UNITED STATES 
Mr. REID. Mr. President, I ask unan-

imous consent that the Senate proceed 
to S. Res. 373. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 
clerk will report the resolution by 
title. 

The assistant legislative clerk read 
as follows: 

A resolution (S. Res. 373) recognizing the 
importance of biosecurity and agro-defense 
in the United States. 

There being no objection, the Senate 
proceeded to consider the resolution. 

Mr. REID. Mr. President, I ask unan-
imous consent that the resolution be 
agreed to, the preamble be agreed to, 
and the motions to reconsider be laid 
upon the table, with no intervening ac-
tion or debate. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

The resolution (S. Res. 373) was 
agreed to. 

The preamble was agreed to. 
(The resolution, with its preamble, is 

printed in today’s RECORD under ‘‘Sub-
mitted Resolutions.’’) 

f 

WORLD WILDLIFE DAY 

Mr. REID. I ask unanimous consent 
that the Senate proceed to S. Res. 374. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 
clerk will report the resolution by 
title. 

The assistant legislative clerk read 
as follows: 

A resolution (S. Res. 374) designating 
March 3, 2014, as ‘‘World Wildlife Day.’’ 

There being no objection, the Senate 
proceeded to consider the resolution. 

Mr. REID. I ask unanimous consent 
that the resolution be agreed to, the 
preamble be agreed to, and the motions 
to reconsider be laid upon the table, 
with no intervening action or debate. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

The resolution (S. Res. 374) was 
agreed to. 

The preamble was agreed to. 
(The resolution, with its preamble, is 

printed in today’s RECORD under ‘‘Sub-
mitted Resolutions.’’) 

f 

MEASURE PLACED ON THE 
CALENDAR—S. 2077 

Mr. REID. I am told that S. 2077 is 
due for its second reading. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 
clerk will read the bill by title for the 
second time. 

The assistant legislative clerk read 
as follows: 

A bill (S. 2077) to provide for the extension 
of certain unemployment benefits, and for 
other purposes. 

Mr. REID. I object to any further 
proceedings with respect to this bill. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Objec-
tion is heard. 

The bill will be placed on the cal-
endar. 

f 

MEASURE READ THE FIRST 
TIME—H.R. 3370 

Mr. REID. Mr. President, I under-
stand that H.R. 3370 is at the desk and 
I ask for its first reading. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 
clerk will read the bill by title for the 
first time. 

The assistant legislative clerk read 
as follows: 

A bill (H.R. 3370) to delay the implementa-
tion of certain provisions of the Biggert- 
Waters Flood Insurance Reform Act of 2012, 
and for other purposes. 

Mr. REID. Mr. President, I ask for its 
second reading, but object to my own 
request. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Objec-
tion is heard. 

The bill will be read for the second 
time on the next legislative day. 

f 

ORDERS FOR THURSDAY, MARCH 
6, 2014 

Mr. REID. Mr. President, I ask unan-
imous consent that when the Senate 
completes its business today, it ad-
journ until 9:30 a.m. on Thursday, 
March 6, 2014; that following the prayer 
and pledge, the morning hour be 
deemed expired, the Journal of pro-
ceedings be approved to date, and the 
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