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for receiving the Arvada Wheat Ridge Service
Ambassadors for Youth award. Erika Lopez is
a 12th grader at Standley Lake High School
and received this award because her deter-
mination and hard work have allowed her to
overcome adversities.

The dedication demonstrated by Erika
Lopez is exemplary of the type of achievement
that can be attained with hard work and perse-
verance. It is essential students at all levels
strive to make the most of their education and
develop a work ethic which will guide them for
the rest of their lives.

| extend my deepest congratulations to
Erika Lopez for winning the Arvada Wheat
Ridge Service Ambassadors for Youth award.
| have no doubt she will exhibit the same dedi-
cation and character in all of her future ac-
complishments.

———

RECOGNIZING THE ANNIVERSARY
OF THE SUMGAIT POGROMS

HON. JIM COSTA

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, March 11, 2014

Mr. COSTA. Mr. Speaker, today | rise as |
do every year in recognition of the anniversary
of the pogroms aqainst the people of Arme-
nian descent in Sumgait, Azerbaijan. On Feb-
ruary 27, 1988, anti-Armenian forces began
kiling Armenians and driving them from their
homes. Scores of Armenians were killed, hun-
dreds were wounded, and thousands were left
as refugees without their homes or livelihoods.
The violence went on for three days as Arme-
nian women and girls were viciously raped.

Days before this massacre, the Armenians
of Nagorno Karabakh began peacefully pro-
testing against the Soviet Azerbaijani oppres-
sion and discrimination. From this peaceful
protest and the fires of the pogroms arose the
spark that started the democracy movement
that ultimately brought down the Soviet Em-
pire.

Sadly, anti-Armenian rhetoric and cross-bor-
der attacks continue at the hands of the Azer-
baijani government. Azerbaijan has consist-
ently obstructed the peace process, walked
away from its own agreements, and continued
to threaten war. This is unacceptable, and the
violence and harmful words must come to an
end.

Today, | ask my colleagues to stand with
me in remembrance of the Sumgait pogroms,
in support of a true and lasting peace in the
region, and in recognition of the contributions
of Armenian Americans to the San Joaquin
Valley | call home and the entire Nation.

REMEMBERING MAYOR M. JANE
SEEMAN

HON. FRANK R. WOLF

OF VIRGINIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, March 11, 2014

Mr. WOLF. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to rec-
ognize and remember a dear friend, Mayor M.
Jane Seeman, who selflessly served the Vi-
enna, Virginia, community for more than a
decade and passed away on February 23,
2014, at the age of 76.
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Jane was born on June 1, 1937, in Hays,
Kansas. She graduated from Fort Hays State
University with a bachelor's degree in eco-
nomics and business. While in college, she
met her husband, Rodger, whom she married
in 1959, and in 1968 the couple moved to Vi-
enna so that Rodger could pursue a job with
U.S. Army Corps of Engineers.

The Seemans shared a passion for public
service, with Rodger serving on the Vienna
Town Council for nearly two decades. When
he passed away in 1996, his wife completed
his unfinished term, going on to win two terms
of her own before successfully running for
Mayor in 2000. Jane was well-respected and
much-admired by the Vienna community, win-
ning reelection six times.

While greatly involved in the community,
Jane understood well the importance of enjoy-
ing life to its fullest. She was passionately de-
voted to her children and grandchildren and,
as a travel enthusiast, made a point to include
her family on her many ventures. Jane was a
longtime sports fan, cheering on the Wash-
ington Nationals for many years. Of Jane’s
many commitments, perhaps her greatest was
to her Christian faith, which motivated and
sustained her throughout her life. She was a
beloved member of the Vienna Presbyterian
Church, which she attended for more than
forty years.

Jane’s son, Bill, perhaps said it best when
he declared that 76 years was hardly enough
time for his mother. She will be sincerely
missed by her family, friends, and the Vienna
community, but her legacy will long-endure.
While we mourn her loss, we also importantly
celebrate the exemplary life of love, faith, and
humble service by which we will always re-
member her.

| submit the following article from the
McLean Sun Gazette, which pays tribute to
Jane’s admirable life.

[Mar. 3, 2014]
VIENNA MAYOR EULOGIZED FOR DEVOTION TO
FAMILY, TOWN
(By Brian Trompeter)

Vienna bade farewell to its longtime
Mayor M. Jane Seeman in a Feb. 28 funeral
service that drew hundreds of people and fea-
tured remembrances from her children and
grandchildren.

Seeman, 76, who had served on the Vienna
Town Council since late 1996 and as mayor
since 2000, died of lung cancer Feb. 23.

Mourners filled the lower sanctuary level
and some of the balcony area at Vienna Pres-
byterian Church, which Seeman had at-
tended since fall 1968.

A broad swath of the Vienna community
came to the service, including Seeman’s Vi-
enna Town Council colleagues, some Board
of Supervisors members and at least one
member of Congress.

“I think we shut down Vienna with all of
us being here,” said Pastor Peter James.

The mayor’s daughter, Linda Colbert, said
the family had been inundated with mes-
sages from friends following her mother’s
death and that those outpourings of support
helped the family cope with their loss.

“My mother was my best friend. She was
also my first friend,” Colbert said. “We al-
ways loved to talk to each other.”

The late mayor volunteered more than
3,000 hours of her time at Patrick Henry Li-
brary and loved chatting with patrons, ask-
ing them about the books they were turning
in or checking out.

The mayor was keenly interested in peo-
ple’s lives and dedicated to serving others
and the town, Colbert said.
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‘“She served because she wanted to, not for
a pat on the back or to be recognized,” she
said.

Madena Jane Seeman was born June 1,
1937, in Hays, Kan., to parents Madena and
Herbert Seeman.

The future mayor wrote for a newspaper in
that town of about 10,000 people, then at-
tended Fort Hays State University, where
she earned a bachelor’s degree in economics
and business. She met her future husband,
Rodger, at the university and married him
on June 1, 1959.

Seeman became a rabid fan of the Univer-
sity of Kansas Jayhawks while the couple
lived in Lawrence, Kan. The Seemans later
lived in Kansas City, then moved to Vienna
in 1968 after Rodger Seeman took a job with
the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers.

The Seemans bought a house on Black-
stone Terrace, N.W., for $25,000 and lived
there until their deaths. They had two sons
and one daughter.

Rodger Seeman served on the Town Coun-
cil from the early 1980s until his death in No-
vember 1996. His wife was appointed to fill
his unexpired term and after being elected to
full terms in 1997 and 1999, she ran for mayor
in 2000, following the death of Mayor Charles
Robinson Jr. The mayor won re-election six
times, but had decided not to seek re-elec-
tion this May.

One of her sons, Bill Seeman of Fairfax
Station, said his parents were determined to
give their kids ‘‘fantastic childhoods.”’

Seeman recalled his days of playing base-
ball on crude schoolyard fields and then get-
ting to pitch at Yeonas Field, which had dug-
outs and other ‘‘big-league’ amenities. He
pitched disastrously there, though, and
blamed his performance on the new experi-
ence of throwing from a raised mound.

That night, the boy’s parents worked in
their back yard to build him a raised pitch-
ing mound.

The mayor was a big sports fan, loved the
Washington Nationals and had a crush on
player Bryce Harper, Bill Seeman said.

She also enjoyed traveling and ventured to
such places as France, Belgium, Russia and
Greece. The mayor took her family on a
cruise in Alaska a couple years ago and took
Bill Seeman and his sons on jaunts to sports
hall of fame facilities in Springfield, Mass.,
and Cooperstown, N.Y., as well as the Rock
and Roll Hall of Fame in Cleveland, he said.

‘“‘Seventy-six years really was not enough
for my mom,” Bill Seeman said. ‘‘She lived
about 10 normal people’s lives. She was a
rare gift to all of us.”

Music played a central role in the memo-
rial service. Pat Talamantes played the
organ and those in attendance sang the
hymns “Great Is Thy Faithfulness’” and
“Joyful, Joyful, We Adore Thee.”

One of Seeman’s granddaughters, Hannah
Colbert, sang ‘‘Amazing Grace’’ while her fa-
ther, Michael Colbert, accompanied her on
guitar.

Colbert choked up on the final stanza and
had to be comforted. Pastor James later told
her she never needed to apologize for being
emotionally moved by that song.

After the service, a funeral procession led
by Fairfax County and Vienna police motor-
cycle officers went from the church down
Maple Avenue to Flint Hill Cemetery in
Oakton, where Seeman was buried near her
late husband. Following the burial, mourners
attended a reception back at the church.

Vienna Town Hall closed early that after-
noon so town employees could attend the 2
p.m. funeral. Flag were flown at half-mast at
the Vienna Town Green, the creation of
which Seeman considered to be the Town
Council’s biggest accomplishment during her
tenure.
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EMMA EAKER

HON. ED PERLMUTTER

OF COLORADO
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, March 11, 2014

Mr. PERLMUTTER. Mr. Speaker, | rise
today to recognize and applaud Emma Eaker
for receiving the Arvada Wheat Ridge Service
Ambassadors for Youth award. Emma Eaker
is an 11th grader at Standley Lake High
School and received this award because her
determination and hard work have allowed her
to overcome adversities.

The dedication demonstrated by Emma
Eaker is exemplary of the type of achievement
that can be attained with hard work and perse-
verance. It is essential students at all levels
strive to make the most of their education and
develop a work ethic which will guide them for
the rest of their lives.

| extend my deepest congratulations to
Emma Eaker for winning the Arvada Wheat
Ridge Service Ambassadors for Youth award.
| have no doubt she will exhibit the same dedi-
cation and character in all of her future ac-
complishments.

PERSONAL EXPLANATION

HON. ALLYSON Y. SCHWARTZ

OF PENNSYLVANIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
Tuesday, March 11, 2014

Ms. SCHWARTZ. Mr. Speaker, on rollcall
No. 114, | was unable to attend. Had | been
present, | would have voted “yes.”

HONORING LES HARDESTY

HON. CORY GARDNER

OF COLORADO
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, March 11, 2014

Mr. GARDNER. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
honor Mr. Les Hardesty. Mr. Hardesty, a na-
tive of Colorado and leader in the dairy indus-
try, has been a true visionary and unrivaled
advocate for the local, Colorado, and national
dairy industry.

After Mr. Hardesty graduated from Colorado
State University, he and his wife started Paint-
ed Prairie Dairy. He and his family were in-
volved in that undertaking for thirty years. It
was during that time that he and his family
saw the need to educate people about the
dairy industry. He built an education facility,
the Cozy Cow Dairy in Windsor, Colorado,
and used it as a showcase farm. The Cozy
Cow dairy featured a visible milking parlor and
provided an up-close experience for tens of
thousands of visitors. Many families have
been able to see the true face of the dairy in-
dustry because of Mr. Hardesty’s efforts. Even
though he was busy running the dairies, Mr.
Hardesty still found time to become involved in
dairy organizations and became a respected
leader in many of them.

His expertise in global dairy marketing and
his understanding of the national dairy pricing
system earned him a solid reputation among
producers. His specialized experiences in
dairy farm business, exports, global dairy
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issues, dairy production, dairy processing, as
well as pricing issues and marketing tech-
niques, made him a tremendous asset to our
nation’s dairy farms.

Mr. Hardesty has been described as an
open-minded man of great integrity with supe-
rior family values. He has given himself self-
lessly for the betterment of the dairy industry
and agriculture in general. | am honored to
recognize him today.

PERSONAL EXPLANATION
HON. ERIC A. “RICK” CRAWFORD

OF ARKANSAS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, March 11, 2014

Mr. CRAWFORD. Mr. Speaker, on Thurs-
day, March 6, 2014 | was inadvertently de-
tained on rollcall votes 101, 106, 109, and
113. Had | been present to vote, | would have
voted “yes” on each. In addition, | was inad-
vertently detained on rollcall votes 102, 103,
104, 105, 110, 111, and 114. Had | been
present to vote, | would have voted “no” on
each.

GAVIN DAWSON

HON. ED PERLMUTTER

OF COLORADO
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, March 11, 2014

Mr. PERLMUTTER. Mr. Speaker, | rise
today to recognize and applaud Gavin Daw-
son for receiving the Arvada Wheat Ridge
Service Ambassadors for Youth award. Gavin
Dawson is an 8th grader at Drake Middle
School and received this award because his
determination and hard work have allowed him
to overcome adversities.

The dedication demonstrated by Gavin
Dawson is exemplary of the type of achieve-
ment that can be attained with hard work and
perseverance. It is essential students at all
levels strive to make the most of their edu-
cation and develop a work ethic which will
guide them for the rest of their lives.

| extend my deepest congratulations to
Gavin Dawson for winning the Arvada Wheat
Ridge Service Ambassadors for Youth award.
| have no doubt he will exhibit the same dedi-
cation and character in all of his future accom-
plishments.

———

IN THE COMPANY OF WOMEN
ANNUAL CELEBRATION

HON. ILEANA ROS-LEHTINEN

OF FLORIDA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, March 11, 2014

Ms. ROS-LEHTINEN. Mr. Speaker, it is with
great pleasure that | recognize the hard-
working women leaders who, throughout the
years, have made instrumental contributions to
the district | so humbly represent and to our
entire South Florida community, in fact.

On March 13th, the Miami-Dade County
Commission for Women, the Parks Foundation
of Miami-Dade, and the Miami-Dade Parks,
Recreation and Open Spaces Department will
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be hosting the “In the Company of Women
Awards” in celebration of Women’s History
Month. This annual ceremony honors some of
the exceptional women in our community in
fields like arts, communications, government,
and athletics.

The honorees during this year's event will
be: Valerie Riles, Wendy Kallergis, Jacqueline
Menendez, Judy Brown, Honorable Migna
Sanchez-Llorens, Alyce Robertson, Nilda
Peragallo Montano, Marie-Elsie Dowell, and
Angela Smith.

In addition, Linda Robinson, the former
Vice-Mayor of Palmetto Bay, a village | rep-
resent, will receive the Mayors Pioneer
Award.

Constable Thelma Hardison will be be-
stowed with the Posthumous Award, and
Marcia Fernandez-Morin will be presented with
the Community Spirit Award.

These 12 honorees will join the ranks of
many outstanding women, including my late
mother, Amanda Ros who was honored during
the third annual “In the Company of Women”
celebration.

As a fellow recipient of this award also, | am
pleased that the great passion and dedication
of these women leaders will be recognized,
and it will inspire them to do even better work.

Their many accomplishments are an exam-
ple of what women everywhere can strive to
attain.

Congratulations to each award winner.

PERSONAL EXPLANATION
HON. LUKE MESSER

OF INDIANA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, March 11, 2014

Mr. MESSER. Mr. Speaker, on March 6,
2014, | missed the following votes due to pre-
viously-scheduled commitments in my con-
gressional district. Had | been present, | would
have voted in the following manner: rollcall
No. 107—"yea”; rollcall No.108—"nay”; rollcall
No.109—*"yea”; rollcall No.110—"nay”; rollcall
No.111—"nay”; rollcall No.112—"nay”; rollcall
No.113—"yea”; rollcall No.114—"yea.”

———

HONORING THE LIFE OF JOHN
HENRY DAYTON

HON. JEFF DENHAM

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, March 11, 2014

Mr. DENHAM. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
posthumously honor the life of John Henry
Dayton who passed away on February 9,
2014 surrounded by family.

John Henry Dayton was born in Turlock,
California to Charles and Florence Dayton. He
lived the epitome of a rural life, being raised
on a 10-acre ranch in the Hughson, California
with his siblings, Cheryl, Lonn, and Paul.

Mr. Dayton attended grammar and high
school in Hughson. At Hughson High School,
John enjoyed track, basketball, football, and
playing the trombone in band. Mr. Dayton was
well known for his kindness, humor and intel-
ligence, earning him the “Wittiest Student
Award” during his junior year and the “Biggest
Cut-Up Award” his senior year.
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