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and investigating our Nation’s intel-
ligence activities or whether our work
can be thwarted by those we oversee.

I believe it is critical that the com-
mittee and the Senate reaffirm our
oversight role and our independence
under the Constitution of the United
States.

I thank the Presiding Officer for his
patience, and I yield the floor.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ator from Vermont.

Mr. LEAHY. Mr. President, while the
distinguished Senator from California
is on the floor, I will tell her through
the Chair that I have had the privilege
of serving in this body for 40 years. I
have heard thousands of speeches on
this floor. I cannot think of any speech
by any Member of either party as im-
portant as the one the Senator from
California just gave.

What she is saying is that if we are
going to protect the separation of pow-
ers and the concept of congressional
oversight, then she has taken the right
steps to do that.

The very first vote I cast in this body
was for the Church Committee, which
examined the excesses of the CIA and
other agencies—everything from assas-
sinations to spying on those who were
protesting the war in Vietnam. There
was a famous George Tames picture,
where then-chairman of the Armed
Services Committee John Stennis was
berating Senator Frank Church for
proposing this committee. He said that
he, Senator Stennis, could find out
what he wanted to find out but didn’t
really want to know everything.

I was standing behind George Tames
when he took that picture in my first
caucus. There is pressure on the junior
Members—and I was the most junior
Member of the Senate at that time—
not to vote for the Church Committee.

Senator Mike Mansfield said to me—
as did Senator Fritz Mondale and oth-
ers—that the Senate is bigger than any
one Senator. We come and go, but the
Senate lasts. If we do not stand up for
the protection of the separation of
powers and our ability to do over-
sight—especially when conduct has
happened that is, in all likelihood,
criminal conduct on the part of a gov-
ernment agency—then what do we
stand for? We are supposed to be the
conscience of the Nation.

The Senator from California, Mrs.
FEINSTEIN, has spoken to our con-
science—to every one of the 100 Sen-
ators, men and women, of both parties.
She has spoken to our conscience. Now
let’s stand up for this country. Let’s
stand up as the Senate should and as
the Senator from California has.

I yield the floor and suggest the ab-
sence of a quorum.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
clerk will call the roll.

The assistant legislative clerk pro-
ceeded to call the roll.

Mr. REID. Mr. President, I ask unan-
imous consent that the order for the
quorum call be rescinded.

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. Without objection, it is so or-
dered.

CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — SENATE

COMMENDING SENATOR
FEINSTEIN

Mr. REID. Mr. President, I wish to
take a minute to commend Senator
DIANNE FEINSTEIN. There is not a more
dignified, competent Senator in this
body than DIANNE FEINSTEIN. She
works tireless hours leading the Intel-
ligence Committee. It is a very dif-
ficult job, always away from the press,
one that is very important to our coun-
try.

Her statement outlined I believe one
of most important principles we must
maintain; that is, separation of powers.
The Founding Fathers were visionary
in creating this great government of
ours, three separate but equal branches
of government: executive, judicial, and
legislative.

Her statement today pronounced, in
a very firm fashion, that must con-
tinue, that separation of powers. The
work the committee has done over the
last many years dealing with what
went on in the prior administration is
imperative.

I do not know much of the details as
to what they are working on, but I
know what they have been working on
generally. I admire what she has done
and the committee has done, and espe-
cially her statement today was one of
courage and conviction. We know,
those of us who have worked with her
over the years, that no one has more
courage and conviction than DIANNE
FEINSTEIN.

Mr. CARDIN. Mr. President, I suggest
the absence of a quorum.

The PRESIDING OFFICER (Mr.
BOOKER). The clerk will call the roll.

The assistant legislative clerk pro-
ceeded to call the roll.

Mr. McCONNELL. I ask unanimous
consent that the order for the quorum
call be rescinded.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

———

RECOGNITION OF THE MINORITY
LEADER

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Re-
publican leader is recognized.

———————

BATTLING DISABLING DISORDERS

Mr. McCONNELL. As a survivor of
polio as a child, I have always
empathized with children battling life-
threatening or disabling disorders. I
also have a special place in my heart
for those who work day in and day out
to help kids who are battling childhood
diseases. That is especially true when
these researchers and physicians are
working with children in my home
State of Kentucky at places such as
the University of Louisville, the Uni-
versity of Kentucky, and Kosair Chil-
dren’s Hospital. That is why I have
long been a strong supporter of pedi-
atric medical research.

I cosponsored and helped shepherd
the Childhood Cancer Act of 2008
through the Senate. I also voted for the
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Combating Autism Act of 2006 and, as
Republican leader, helped to secure its
reauthorization in 2011. These were not
partisan initiatives. They were areas
where the two parties had generally
worked together to advance the com-
mon good. Maybe that is why we don’t
hear that much about them, but I
think we all agree there is more to be
done.

Late last year the House passed bi-
partisan legislation, which I strongly
support, to shift funding from lower
priority programs to pediatric re-
search, including childhood cancers,
autism, Down syndrome, Fragile X,
and countless other disorders and dis-
eases that affect our children and don’t
yet have a cure. These efforts could be
paid for by using taxpayer funding of
the Republican and Democratic polit-
ical conventions.

Frankly, it is hard to imagine that
there would be any objection to moving
these funds to do something we can all
agree is a very high priority, and that
is pediatric research.

Thanks to the leadership of House
Majority Leader ERIC CANTOR, the
Gabriella Miller Kids First Research
Savings Act, which was named in
honor of a young girl from Virginia,
passed the House on a wide bipartisan
majority with nearly 300 votes. After it
arrived in the Senate, I asked my col-
leagues on the Republican side to pass
it and send it to the President for his
signature, because I saw the positive
impact these funds would have on pedi-
atric research. All Republicans agreed
to pass the bill on January 7, and today
marks the 63rd day that Senate Demo-
crats have failed to act—although I
must say I understand it has now
cleared and I think that is excellent. It
is about time we passed this bill out of
the Senate. I believe we are about to do
that. This is the type of bipartisan leg-
islation that should move easily
through the Senate. We should be able
to pass the measure today and it is my
understanding we will be able to do
that.

Mr. KAINE. Mr. President, I am
pleased today the Senate will pass leg-
islation I support, the Gabriella Miller
Kids First Research Act. This bipar-
tisan legislation honors the memory of
Gabriella Miller, a young girl from
Leesburg, VA who was diagnosed with
an inoperable brain tumor at age 9.

In the face of her own diagnosis,
Gabriella worked to help other children
with pediatric diseases. She raised
money for the Make-A-Wish Founda-
tion, spoke at local and mnational
awareness events and authored a spe-
cial writing in a children’s book about
cancer.

Gabriella and her family started the
Smashing Walnuts Foundation, dedi-
cated to finding a cure for childhood
brain cancer. The organization was
named for the walnut-sized tumor in
her brain. Gabriella passed away last
year, but her dedication to raising
awareness and funding for pediatric
disease research is part of her legacy.
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