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It is a particularly acute issue for West
Germany.

What do they do? Are they going to
be willing to get tough with Putin
when they are dependent on Russia for
their natural gas for their energy?
What decision do they make?

The same thing for our country:
What decisions do we make when we
continue to get our oil from places
such as the Middle East and Venezuela?
We say no to getting oil from Canada
and force our closest friend and ally to
turn to exporting that oil to China.

How do we deal with China? How are
we dealing in that situation with our
allies, such as Canada, that want to
work with us, and how are we dealing
with countries that have different in-
terests than we do?

All of these things tie together to a
good energy plan and a good energy
policy. We all want better environ-
mental stewardship, but we want solu-
tions. The American people want solu-
tions. They want commonsense, real
solutions to address these problems.
We put forward an approach that can
make a big difference for our country,
and I call on my colleagues to join with
me and to work to put that in place for
the good of our country today and for
future generations.

I yield the floor and suggest the ab-
sence of a quorum.

The PRESIDING OFFICER (Ms. WAR-
REN). The clerk will call the roll.

The assistant legislative clerk pro-
ceeded to call the roll.

Mr. DURBIN. I ask unanimous con-
sent that the order for the quorum call
be rescinded.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

——
MORNING BUSINESS

Mr. DURBIN. I ask unanimous con-
sent that the Senate proceed to a pe-
riod of morning business, with Sen-
ators permitted to speak therein for up
to 10 minutes each.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

——
TRIBUTE TO SHAUN CAREY

Mr. REID. Madam President, I rise
today to honor and thank Shaun Carey,
who is retiring from his position as
Sparks city manager on April 4, 2014.

After serving the city of Sparks for
over 20 years, Sparks native Shaun
Carey leaves behind an impressive leg-
acy of accomplishments. He played a
major role in streamlining city serv-
ices, in building Golden Eagle Regional
Park—one of the largest artificial turf
sports complexes in the TUnited
States—and in turning an abandoned
hole in the ground into the Sparks Ma-
rina, a community gathering point and
anchor for further development. Mr.
Carey has also helped lead city staff in
rebranding Sparks as a premier event
destination, hosting events in ‘‘down-
town” Victorian Square and through-
out the city.
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Shaun Carey grew up in Nevada,
graduating from Sparks High School in
1975 and receiving his civil engineering
degree from the University of Nevada,
Reno shortly thereafter. Mr. Carey
began his career in public service in
1982 and worked as a civil engineer,
traffic engineer, and city engineer
throughout the West before he re-
turned to Sparks in 1992 to assume the
position of public works director. He
held this position for 7 years, becoming
assistant city manager in 1999. Just 1
year later, in 2000, he was named City
Manager.

Mr. Carey’s training as an engineer
reflected his desire to create systems
designed to improve citizens’ lives.
This background also explains his lon-
gevity and success as a public servant;
as he told the Sparks Tribune, ‘I got
to do things I enjoyed. I got to be a
part of building communities and pro-
ducing things that I found very reward-
ing.”

Geno Martini, the mayor of Sparks,
spoke eloquently of Mr. Carey’s con-
tributions to the Silver State, saying,
“I can’t find a big-enough word to tell
you how I feel about Shaun and the
professionalism, dedication, and com-
mitment he has shown for more than
two decades . . . [He] has gotten things
done, and is largely why so many resi-
dents are proud to call Sparks home.”

We thank Mr. Carey for proudly serv-
ing his hometown of Sparks and wish
him, his wife Jane, and his sons Scott
and Pat all the best.

———
VICTIMS PROTECTION ACT

Mr. McCAIN. Madam President, had I
been here yesterday, I would have
voted for S. 1917, the Victims Protec-
tion Act of 2014. This important bill
would increase protections for victims
of sexual assault in the Armed Forces,
while retaining commanders’ authority
to convene courts martial.

Every allegation, every anecdote, and
every instance of sexual assault in our
military is unacceptable. An important
debate has been taking place in Con-
gress and among our Armed Forces,
and I am grateful that we aren’t sitting
idly by while this problem claims more
victims and threatens the integrity
and effectiveness of our Nation’s mili-
tary.

We have heard from the victims, and
we have recognized that change was
needed to protect victims and hold per-
petrators accountable. With that
knowledge, Congress included over 30
reforms in last year’s national defense
authorization Act, NDAA, including re-
moving the ability of commanders to
overturn jury convictions; requiring re-
view of decisions not to refer charges;
criminalizing retaliation against vic-
tims; and providing special victims’
counsel to victims of sexual assault to
support and assist them through all
proceedings.

The Armed Forces have also insti-
tuted major reforms and worked hard
to improve the reporting climate for
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victims. As a result, the Marine Corps,
for example, has seen a large increase
in sexual assault reporting since initi-
ating a sexual assault prevention and
response campaign last year.

I supported the NDAA reforms as
well as the measure the Senate passed
yesterday. We should give these re-
forms the opportunity to work before
enacting any change that would take
the matter out of the chain of com-
mand. Some very strong voices agree.

First, according to a congressionally
mandated independent panel that ex-
amined the role of the commander re-
ported definitively that it would be a
mistake to remove the chain of com-
mand’s authority to convene courts
martial. That panel, called the Re-
sponse Systems to Adult Sexual As-
sault Crimes Panel, also found that re-
moving courts-martial authority would
not reduce the incidence of sexual as-
sault, increase reporting of sexual as-
saults, improve the quality of prosecu-
tions, increase the conviction rate, in-
crease confidence among victims about
the fairness of the military justice sys-
tem, or reduce concerns about poten-
tial retaliation.

The independent panel also examined
our allies’ military justice systems in
Israel, the UK, Australia, and Canada
for comparison and concluded that
none of the improvements they wit-
nessed in the reporting of sexual as-
sault in their militaries were con-
nected to the role of the commander.
The panel also found that there was no
evidence that removing the com-
mander from the decisionmaking proc-
ess increased reporting of incidences of
sexual assault.

Second, Vice Admiral DeRenzi, Judge
Advocate General in the U.S. Navy, has
spoken eloquently about the issue and
underscored the essential role of the
commander in solving the problem in
testimony before SASC and before the
Response Systems Panel. I encourage
everyone to read her full testimony be-
fore these panels. In addition to urging
Congress to retain commanders’ au-
thority, it details major reforms imple-
mented in the Navy in the past 3 years
and demonstrates the Navy’s commit-
ment to eradicating sexual assault
from their ranks. I would like to high-
light some of her statements for the
record.

In her testimony, Admiral DeRenzi
said:

“Beyond the immeasurable toll on
individual victims, sexual assault is an
existential threat to our core values
and directly impacts operational readi-
ness and unit cohesion. This is right-
fully recognized as a leadership issue,
not merely a legal issue. Exemplifying
this commitment, the Navy imple-
mented a multi-faceted, commander
driven approach to address awareness
and training, prevention, victim re-
sponse, and accountability.”

“Permanent, effective change must
be implemented through our com-
manders.”’

‘“Additionally, any legislation must
retain the commander’s authority over
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his or her Sailors. Commanders are re-
sponsible and accountable for the safe-
ty, health and welfare of their people;
commanders must have authority com-
mensurate with this responsibility, and
that includes the authority to main-
tain good order and discipline.”

My commitment to taking decisive
action when necessary to ensure the se-
curity and success of our men and
women in uniform had me support the
reforms in the most recent NDAA and
support Senator MCCASKILL’s bill.
Taken together, these reforms mean-
ingfully will change how our Armed
Forces address the scourge of military
sexual assaults, but they do so in a way
that recognizes the unique purpose of
the Uniform Code of Military Justice
and ensures that our commanders have
the tools they need to facilitate that
much needed, long-overdue change.

——

REMEMBERING THOMAS EDWARD

Mr. LEVIN. Madam President, I was
saddened to learn of the passing of
Thomas Edward “Ed” Braswell, Jr.,
and I offer my sincerest condolences to
his family. Two former chairmen of the
Senate Armed Services Committee,
Sam Nunn and John Warner, joined in
expressing their gratitude for Mr.
Braswell’s exemplary service at a re-
cent committee hearing.

Mr. Braswell joined the Armed Serv-
ices Committee staff in 1953 and served
as staff director and chief counsel to
the committee under the leadership of
two of the titans of the Senate—Rich-
ard Russell and John Stennis—for 23
years. Mr. Braswell served the com-
mittee from the beginning of the Ei-
senhower Presidency to the end of Ger-
ald Ford’s, helping see the committee
through most of the Cold War and all
of the Vietnam war and its aftermath.
As chief counsel to the committee, Mr.
Braswell helped to write the first of
our annual National Defense Author-
ization Acts in 1962, and stayed on long
enough to play a key role in the next 14
NDAAs, helping start a tradition of
legislative accomplishment that con-
tinues to this day.

The Armed Services Committee has
been blessed over the years with a
number of staff members who have
served the committee for a period of
decades, dedicating their careers to the
committee, the Congress, our national
security, and our men and women in
uniform and their families. Our staffers
work behind the scenes, providing us
with the informed advice that we need
as we consider the myriad of national
security issues facing the Department
of Defense and the Congress. The long
hours and large workloads required for
such a career often require significant
sacrifices by both our staffers and their
families. Without the advice and as-
sistance of these committed public
servants, the business of the Senate
could not be carried out.

Ed Braswell began his career by serv-
ing in the old Army Air Corps during
World War II. He went on to go to Har-
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vard Law School and worked briefly for
the Department of Justice before join-
ing the committee staff. In addition to
his hefty commitments in the U.S.
Senate, Mr. Braswell also made time to
give back to his community. He served
as the chairman of the Alexandria
Planning Commission for more than 30
years and was instrumental in many of
the commission’s historic preservation
efforts.

I know my Senate colleagues join me
in recognizing the mighty contribu-
tions of our staff members, both past
and present. It is the hard work and
dedication of individuals like Ed
Braswell who make our work possible,
and for that we are very grateful.

————

2014 PARALYMPIANS

Mrs. SHAHEEN. Madam President, I
wish to recognize the impressive ac-
complishments of the New Hampshire
athletes who will be representing the
United States this month in the 2014
Winter Paralympics in Sochi, Russia.

These athletes are an inspiration to
all of New Hampshire and athletes
around the country. They have exhib-
ited incredible dedication to their re-
spective sports and have proven their
remarkable abilities in competitions
nationally and internationally. A se-
lection to the U.S. Paralympic team is
a great honor and a fitting reward for
their years of hard work and training.

With access to the unparalleled beau-
ty and terrain of the White Mountains,
thousands of miles of trails, and nearly
1,000 lakes, Granite Staters are at
home on the snow, on the ice and in the
air.

New Hampshire is proud to acknowl-
edge our State’s Paralympians and is
excited to show the world their talents
during the Sochi games.

Taylor Chace of Hampton Falls, NH
will be competing in sled hockey. A 3-
time Paralympian, a member of the de-
fending Paralympic gold medal sled
hockey team and reigning top
defenseman from the 2010 Paralympic
Games, Taylor will hopefully help
Team USA win the gold medal again.

Chris Devlin-Young of Bethlehem,
NH will be competing in alpine skiing.
As a five-time member of Team USA
and 4-time Paralympic medalist, we
are excited to see Chris compete again
on the Paralympic stage and hope that
he can regain the podium in Sochi.

Tyler Walker of Franconia, NH will
be competing in alpine skiing. We are
rooting for Tyler who is representing
Team USA for the third time, and are
hopeful that his previous Paralympic
experience and recent successes at the
World Cup and U.S. Paralympics Al-
pine Skiing National Championships
will translate into victory this year in
Sochi.

Each member of the U.S.
Paralympics team has overcome in-
credible challenges and with their re-
solve, hard work and courage, they rep-
resent the best of our Nation.

It is my honor to congratulate these
New Hampshire athletes. I wish each of
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them, and all of Team USA, the best of
luck as they seek to bring home the
gold at the 2014 Sochi Winter
Paralympics.

———
TRIBUTE TO WILLIE DAVIS, JR.

Ms. LANDRIEU. Madam President, I
wish to ask my colleagues to join me in
recognizing the distinguished public
servant and deacon, Mayor Willie
Davis, Jr. Mayor Davis began his ten-
ure as Mayor in 1992, though evidence
of his service begins much sooner. Dur-
ing the Korean Conflict, Mayor Davis
served the country he loved as a mem-
ber of the United States Army. He also
happily served Zion Hill Missionary
Baptist Church as a diligent and hard-
working deacon, treasurer, and Sunday
school teacher for over 20 years.

Mayor Willie Davis, Jr. devoted his
career to building up his city of
Farmerville and continuing to expedite
its economic development. During his
four terms as Mayor of Farmerville,
Mayor Davis was instrumental in con-
structing the Farmerville Recreation
Center which now bears his name. He
also helped to build new police and fire
complexes and led the expansion of
ConAgra Poultry facilities into
Farmerville.

Perhaps Mayor Davis’ most memo-
rable impression came from his rela-
tionships with the constituents that he
served, and even those that he did not.
Mayor Davis met no strangers; he was
a mentor to many, an example to oth-
ers, and a friend to all. Mayor Davis’
motto and the words that he lived by,
“May the work I've done, speak for
me,”’ became more than just his cam-
paign slogan. Let us remember his
words as we reflect on his life, the
great works that filled it, and his im-
pact on Farmerville and the entire
State of Louisiana.

Mayor Davis has been and continues
to be an inspiration to all those who
have benefitted from his 16 year career
as Mayor of Farmerville and his dec-
ades of service to his church and com-
munity. It is with my heartfelt and
greatest sincerity that I ask my col-
leagues to join me along with Mayor
Willie Davis Jr.’s family in recognizing
the life and many accomplishments of
this incredible Mayor, mentor, and dea-
con, as well as his lasting impact
throughout the Nation.

———————

ADDITIONAL STATEMENTS

KCAM RADIO

e Mr. BEGICH. Madam President, 50
years ago KCAM AM Radio 790 in
Glennallen, AK, began airing its signal.
Today I commend this remarkable
achievement.

KCAM signed on the air March 27,
1964, the day of the magnitude 9.2 Good
Friday Earthquake that devastated
Anchorage and caused a tsunami that
wiped out Valdez and other coastal
communities. The community of
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