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Oregon (Mr. BLUMENAUER) for 5 min-
utes.

Mr. BLUMENAUER. Recently, the
Reverend Billy Graham, in his latest
book, talked about the situation that
families face in the difficult cir-
cumstances surrounding end of life.

Reverend Graham said:

Refusing to act on the practical issues that
confront us as we grow older or simply ignor-
ing them often becomes a sure recipe for tur-
moil and conflict within a family.

Former Senate Majority Leader Bill
Frist, who was a physician long before
he entered politics, said in an op-ed
that appeared in one of the Capitol Hill
publications:

In the absence of advanced care planning,
patients are much more likely to receive
medical interventions that can actually pro-
long or worsen their suffering and will cer-
tainly increase expense for their loved ones.

Yesterday, I had an opportunity to
work with the American Society of On-
cology, who gave us further evidence.
They have a report and recommenda-
tions that are coming forward that I
think ought to be commended to each
and every one of us. They pointed out
that palliative care is not an either/or
choice in terms of therapies. They
found in one study that people who re-
ceive both palliative care and chemo-
therapy lived 3 months longer and
more comfortably than people who just
got the medical intervention.

Additionally, further in their study,
they pointed out that it isn’t just the
patient; it is the people who help serve
ill patients who receive palliative care
therapy. They suffer less emotional
stress. ICU and hospital deaths are as-
sociated with more psychiatric illness
among bereaved caregivers compared
with home hospice.

Yet, as they pointed out, the sad
truth is, for many insurance companies
and our Federal Government, that al-
though patients are entitled to make
informed choices about their palliative
care and treatment options, our Na-
tion’s health care system currently
places no value on conversations that
can guide these decisions.

It is true; Medicare will pay $100,000
on a complex surgical procedure on a
90-year-old woman with terminal can-
cer, but it won’t pay $200 for her and
her family to understand the cir-
cumstances that they face, understand
what their choices are and make sure
that their choices, whatever they are,
are respected.

It, frankly, is embarrassing to me
that Congress and the administration
have not been able to respond to an
issue that is supported by 90 percent of
the American public, that will cost us
no money, and that will assure that pa-
tients receive better treatment and we
reduce the stress on their families.

That is why my friend, Congressman
PHIL ROE, himself a physician from
Tennessee, and I have introduced the
Personalize Your Care Act, H.R. 1173.
This would provide for voluntary ad-
vance care planning consultation in
Medicare and Medicaid every 5 years or

CONGRESSIONAL RECORD —HOUSE

in case there is a change in health sta-
tus. It would provide grants to estab-
lish or expand physician orders for life-
sustaining treatment programs, re-
quire that certified electronic health
records display current advance direc-
tives and physician orders for life-sus-
taining treatment—what people want—
and help make sure that their wishes
follow them when they cross State
lines.

Currently, we have over 50 bipartisan
cosponsors of this simple, common-
sense approach to give American fami-
lies what they need and what they say
they want. I would strongly urge my
colleagues to look at this legislation,
to join us in cosponsoring it, and move
in Congress and with the administra-
tion to remedy this serious oversight.

———
THE ENFORCE ACT

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentlewoman from
Missouri (Mrs. WAGNER) for 5 minutes.

Mrs. WAGNER. Mr. Speaker, I rise
today in support of the ENFORCE Act.

When crafting the timeless document
that is our Constitution, the Founding
Fathers emphasized the need to pre-
vent the emergence of an imperial
monarch. In their wisdom, they gave
Congress the power to make laws and
tasked the President with the responsi-
bility to enforce those laws—not just
the laws he agrees with or the laws
that are politically convenient, but
every law.

Mr. Speaker, President Obama has
not lived up to this responsibility. By
picking and choosing which laws are
worthy of enforcement, this adminis-
tration is undermining the very foun-
dation of our representative democ-
racy.

The ENFORCE Act seeks to restore
the balance of powers that the Framers
of our Constitution envisioned. The
Constitution grants Congress—not the
President—the power to make the
laws. Mr. Speaker, this is why I sup-
port the ENFORCE Act, to provide
Congress with the ability to push back
against the Obama administration’s ex-
ecutive overreach.

————

EXTEND FEDERAL
UNEMPLOYMENT INSURANCE

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentleman from
Missouri (Mr. CLEAVER) for 5 minutes.

Mr. CLEAVER. Mr. Speaker, some-
times you just have to say enough is
enough. I stand before you today in the
hopes that we can come together and
understand that today is that day.
Enough is enough.

Federal unemployment insurance
must be extended—and extended quick-
ly. It is time. In fact, it is past time.
There are now more than 2 million
Americans struggling to get some kind
of existence in place each day after
having this critical lifeline cut off this
past December. The number climbs
each day.

H2307

I could talk to you about the human
toll of this disgraceful play of putrid
and petty partisan politics, like the 57-
year-old woman preparing to live in
her car, the 34-year-old mother won-
dering how she will pay rent and feed
the kids at the same time, and the 47-
year-old man who made himself a ca-
reer in manufacturing but lost his job
due to layoffs a year ago and now de-
scribes himself as ‘‘in a panic.”

These and millions of other Ameri-
cans, including almost 35,000 in my
home State of Missouri alone, are hard-
working people who have played by the
rules and found themselves out of work
through no fault of their own. And now
new data shows that some 200,000 of
those who have been brushed aside are
veterans. They have gone to Iraq. They
have gone to Afghanistan. These are
men and women we should not throw
aside.

Let’s stop the harmful and fact-free
rhetoric that paints these fellow Amer-
icans—our neighbors, our friends, and
our veterans—as people trying to game
the system, people trying to get some-
thing for nothing, people who just
“don’t want to work.” Phooey. Rats.
Sheesh. Yecch. It is time for us to act.

The contrary is true. Recipients of
unemployment insurance are a very di-
verse group, with almost half having
completed at least some college and al-
most 5 million of them holding bach-
elor’s degrees or higher. The stereo-
types don’t work here; and when we
stereotype, we move our constituents
to corroborate.

These are people for whom the stakes
could not be higher. These are people
who have worked all or most of their
lives and gotten hit—and hit hard—in
the recession that ominously hit in
2008. These are people who want to
work, spend their days trying to find
work, and now are slowly sinking into
a financial abyss while we here in
Washington play games.

Sometimes you just have to say
enough is enough. There are times
when we must just put politics aside
and act on what is in the best interests
of the country.

It is my hope, Mr. Speaker, that this
Congress will act—and act quickly.

———

REMEMBERING COLONEL GERALD
F. RUSSELL

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentleman from
Pennsylvania (Mr. THOMPSON) for 5
minutes.

Mr. THOMPSON of Pennsylvania.
Mr. Speaker, the world recently lost a
great American hero and one among
the last remaining of the Greatest Gen-
eration, Colonel Gerald F. Russell of
Centre County, Pennsylvania. Today, I
rise to honor the life and the legacy of
this brave combat veteran. One of only
two surviving Iwo Jima battalion com-
manders, Colonel Russell passed away
on Monday, February 24, 2014, at the
age of 97. It is an honor to have called
Gerry my friend.
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