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chapter of the World Federation of Child Sur-
vivors of the Holocaust.

Mr. Speaker, | am honored to recognize the
extraordinary life and achievements of Fred A.
Kahn. Throughout his life, Mr. Kahn has
worked tirelessly to make our world more tol-
erant and compassionate. He has made out-
standing contributions to our government, our
country, and our community, and | ask my col-
leagues to join me in expressing our apprecia-
tion for his service.

PERSONAL EXPLANATION
HON. ROSA L. DeLAURO

OF CONNECTICUT
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, March 13, 2014

Ms. DELAURO. Mr. Speaker, | was unavoid-
ably detained and so | missed rollcall vote No.
120 regarding the “Conyers Amendment.”
Had | been present, | would have voted “yes.”

Mr. Speaker, | was unavoidably detained
and so | missed rollcall vote No. 121 regarding
the “Nadler Amendment.” Had | been present,
| would have voted “yes.”

Mr. Speaker, | was unavoidably detained
and so | missed rollcall vote No. 122 regarding
the “Jackson Lee Amendment.” Had | been
present, | would have voted “yes.”

Mr. Speaker, | was unavoidably detained
and so | missed rollcall vote No. 123 regarding
the “Motion to Recommit H.R. 4138.” Had |
been present, | would have voted “yes.”

Mr. Speaker, | was unavoidably detained
and so | missed rollcall vote No. 124 regarding
the “ENFORCE the Law Act of 2014.” Had |
been present, | would have voted “no.”

——————

OUR UNCONSCIONABLE NATIONAL
DEBT

HON. MIKE COFFMAN

OF COLORADO
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, March 13, 2014

Mr. COFFMAN. Mr. Speaker, on January
20, 2009, the day President Obama took of-
fice, the national debt was
$10,626,877,048,913.08.

Today, it is $17,501,576,037,738.02. We've
added $6,874,698,988,824.94 to our debt in 5
years. This is over $6.8 trillion in debt our na-
tion, our economy, and our children could
have avoided with a balanced budget amend-
ment.

LILIANA MERAZ
HON. ED PERLMUTTER

OF COLORADO
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, March 13, 2014

Mr. PERLMUTTER. Mr. Speaker, | rise
today to recognize and applaud Liliana Meraz
for receiving the Arvada Wheat Ridge Service
Ambassadors for Youth award. Liliana Meraz
is a 12th grader at Jefferson High School and
received this award because her determination
and hard work have allowed her to overcome
adversities.

The dedication demonstrated by Liliana
Meraz is exemplary of the type of achieve-
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ment that can be attained with hard work and
perseverance. It is essential students at all
levels strive to make the most of their edu-
cation and develop a work ethic which will
guide them for the rest of their lives.

| extend my deepest congratulations to
Liliana Meraz for winning the Arvada Wheat
Ridge Service Ambassadors for Youth award.
| have no doubt she will exhibit the same dedi-
cation and character in all of her future ac-
complishments.

————

PATIENT SAFETY AWARENESS
WEEK AND THE NATIONAL PA-
TIENT SAFETY FOUNDATION

HON. ANN KIRKPATRICK

OF ARIZONA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, March 13, 2014

Mrs. KIRKPATRICK. Mr. Speaker, this week
is Patient Safety Awareness Week, and today
I'd like to recognize the National Patient Safe-
ty Foundation and the Organizations in my
district that work to promote and improve pa-
tient safety.

In Arizona’s District One, we have several
facilities that are committed to patient safety,
including Oro Valley Hospital, Flagstaff Med-
ical Center, and Ventana Medical Systems.

Oro Valley Hospital has been nationally rec-
ognized for its efforts, which include daily
safety huddles and employee empowerment.
At Flagstaff Medical Center, their patient safe-
ty program also encourages employee col-
laboration.

My district is home to Ventana Medical Sys-
tems, a world leader in developing solutions
for tissue-based diagnoses. Ventana has a
new advisory board that brings together ex-
perts to review patient safety.

| applaud the National Patient Safety Foun-
dation and the hospitals and companies in my
district and nationwide who are leading the
way to keep patient safety as a top priority.

———

RECOGNIZING THE IMPORTANCE
OF NUCLEAR ENERGY

HON. MIKE KELLY

OF PENNSYLVANIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, March 13, 2014

Mr. KELLY of Pennsylvania. Mr. Speaker, |
rise today to describe the unique opportunity
for the United States to meet a number of na-
tional goals through the utilization of nuclear
energy.

The nuclear industry has played an instru-
mental role in promoting economic growth and
energy security in America. | have witnessed
firsthand the benefits of nuclear energy back
home in Western Pennsylvania, where the
Westinghouse Electric Company employs
thousands of hardworking Americans. Found-
ed in 1886 by American entrepreneur and en-
gineer Thomas Westinghouse, the company
was initially known for helping to bring elec-
tricity to homes throughout our country. Today,
nearly 50 percent of the nuclear power plants
in operation worldwide, including nearly 60
percent in the United States, are based on
Westinghouse technology.

These positive impacts on our domestic
economy are only a part of nuclear energy’s
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overall benefits. The U.S. commercial nuclear
energy sector yields enormous influence over
global nonproliferation policy. The sector is
also responsible for assuring international nu-
clear safety through the exportation of U.S.
advanced reactor designs and America’s oper-
ational expertise. Thus, by exporting U.S. nu-
clear technology, we ensure the highest levels
of plant safety and influence over nonprolifera-
tion policies throughout the globe.

Mr. Speaker, a successful nuclear trade and
export policy is paramount to international nu-
clear nonproliferation and power plant safety.
| urge my colleagues to recognize the benefits
of our nation’s participation in the expanding
global market for nuclear energy technologies.

———

NORTHERN IRELAND: INSUFFI-
CIENT ATTEMPTS TO DEAL WITH
THE PAST

HON. CHRISTOPHER H. SMITH

OF NEW JERSEY
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, March 13, 2014

Mr. SMITH of New Jersey. Mr. Speaker,
earlier this week, | convened a hearing that in-
quired into the Northern Ireland peace proc-
ess, particularly that aspect of it which is
called “dealing with the past.”

Sadly, much of what we heard about
amounts to failures to deal with the past, as in
the rejection of the recent proposal made by
Dr. Richard Haass. Dr. Haass served as Chair
of the Panel of Parties in the Northern Ireland
Executive—that is, he was asked to assist in
brokering an agreement to move the peace
process forward. In that capacity Dr. Haass
spent months consulting and formulating a
proposal. In the end, the proposal was not ac-
cepted by all of the parties, though it clarified
where progress can be made and where stick-
ing points remain.

One of the most important questions that
Dr. Haass and the parties dealt with is what
will be done with the Historical Enquiries
Team (HET) and the Police Ombudsman of
Northern Ireland (PONI)—two key bodies es-
tablished by the Good Friday agreement to in-
vestigate unsolved murders.

We discussed Dr. Haass’ proposal to re-
place the HET and PONI with a Historical In-
vestigations Unit and Baroness O’Loan’s sug-
gestion to replace them with a rather different
Investigative Commission during the hearing.
For now | want to underline this: both agree
that the status quo way of dealing with Trou-
bles crimes should be replaced. Likewise the
parties in the Northern Ireland executive re-
portedly agreed with this aspect of Dr. Haass’
proposal. So the agreement is broad on this
point. It's time to move to a better system.

As Dr. Haass’ proposal stated: “The multi-
plicity of institutions and vehicles for justice in
respect of conflict-related incidents, however,
creates confusion and places enormous bur-
dens on the police. The HET, PONI, and in-
quests also suffer from the perception that
they have proceeded too slowly.”

The facts alone tell this story: of the more
than 3,000 Troubles-related deaths that oc-
curred between 1968 and 1998, the HET has
yet to review some 600 cases, involving 800
deaths.

Dr. Haass’ proposed Historical Investiga-
tions Unit has much to say for it—by estab-
lishing a single unit with full investigative
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