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chapter of the World Federation of Child Sur-
vivors of the Holocaust. 

Mr. Speaker, I am honored to recognize the 
extraordinary life and achievements of Fred A. 
Kahn. Throughout his life, Mr. Kahn has 
worked tirelessly to make our world more tol-
erant and compassionate. He has made out-
standing contributions to our government, our 
country, and our community, and I ask my col-
leagues to join me in expressing our apprecia-
tion for his service. 

f 

PERSONAL EXPLANATION 

HON. ROSA L. DeLAURO 
OF CONNECTICUT 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, March 13, 2014 

Ms. DELAURO. Mr. Speaker, I was unavoid-
ably detained and so I missed rollcall vote No. 
120 regarding the ‘‘Conyers Amendment.’’ 
Had I been present, I would have voted ‘‘yes.’’ 

Mr. Speaker, I was unavoidably detained 
and so I missed rollcall vote No. 121 regarding 
the ‘‘Nadler Amendment.’’ Had I been present, 
I would have voted ‘‘yes.’’ 

Mr. Speaker, I was unavoidably detained 
and so I missed rollcall vote No. 122 regarding 
the ‘‘Jackson Lee Amendment.’’ Had I been 
present, I would have voted ‘‘yes.’’ 

Mr. Speaker, I was unavoidably detained 
and so I missed rollcall vote No. 123 regarding 
the ‘‘Motion to Recommit H.R. 4138.’’ Had I 
been present, I would have voted ‘‘yes.’’ 

Mr. Speaker, I was unavoidably detained 
and so I missed rollcall vote No. 124 regarding 
the ‘‘ENFORCE the Law Act of 2014.’’ Had I 
been present, I would have voted ‘‘no.’’ 

f 

OUR UNCONSCIONABLE NATIONAL 
DEBT 

HON. MIKE COFFMAN 
OF COLORADO 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, March 13, 2014 

Mr. COFFMAN. Mr. Speaker, on January 
20, 2009, the day President Obama took of-
fice, the national debt was 
$10,626,877,048,913.08. 

Today, it is $17,501,576,037,738.02. We’ve 
added $6,874,698,988,824.94 to our debt in 5 
years. This is over $6.8 trillion in debt our na-
tion, our economy, and our children could 
have avoided with a balanced budget amend-
ment. 

f 

LILIANA MERAZ 

HON. ED PERLMUTTER 
OF COLORADO 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, March 13, 2014 

Mr. PERLMUTTER. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to recognize and applaud Liliana Meraz 
for receiving the Arvada Wheat Ridge Service 
Ambassadors for Youth award. Liliana Meraz 
is a 12th grader at Jefferson High School and 
received this award because her determination 
and hard work have allowed her to overcome 
adversities. 

The dedication demonstrated by Liliana 
Meraz is exemplary of the type of achieve-

ment that can be attained with hard work and 
perseverance. It is essential students at all 
levels strive to make the most of their edu-
cation and develop a work ethic which will 
guide them for the rest of their lives. 

I extend my deepest congratulations to 
Liliana Meraz for winning the Arvada Wheat 
Ridge Service Ambassadors for Youth award. 
I have no doubt she will exhibit the same dedi-
cation and character in all of her future ac-
complishments. 

f 

PATIENT SAFETY AWARENESS 
WEEK AND THE NATIONAL PA-
TIENT SAFETY FOUNDATION 

HON. ANN KIRKPATRICK 
OF ARIZONA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, March 13, 2014 

Mrs. KIRKPATRICK. Mr. Speaker, this week 
is Patient Safety Awareness Week, and today 
I’d like to recognize the National Patient Safe-
ty Foundation and the Organizations in my 
district that work to promote and improve pa-
tient safety. 

In Arizona’s District One, we have several 
facilities that are committed to patient safety, 
including Oro Valley Hospital, Flagstaff Med-
ical Center, and Ventana Medical Systems. 

Oro Valley Hospital has been nationally rec-
ognized for its efforts, which include daily 
safety huddles and employee empowerment. 
At Flagstaff Medical Center, their patient safe-
ty program also encourages employee col-
laboration. 

My district is home to Ventana Medical Sys-
tems, a world leader in developing solutions 
for tissue-based diagnoses. Ventana has a 
new advisory board that brings together ex-
perts to review patient safety. 

I applaud the National Patient Safety Foun-
dation and the hospitals and companies in my 
district and nationwide who are leading the 
way to keep patient safety as a top priority. 

f 

RECOGNIZING THE IMPORTANCE 
OF NUCLEAR ENERGY 

HON. MIKE KELLY 
OF PENNSYLVANIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, March 13, 2014 

Mr. KELLY of Pennsylvania. Mr. Speaker, I 
rise today to describe the unique opportunity 
for the United States to meet a number of na-
tional goals through the utilization of nuclear 
energy. 

The nuclear industry has played an instru-
mental role in promoting economic growth and 
energy security in America. I have witnessed 
firsthand the benefits of nuclear energy back 
home in Western Pennsylvania, where the 
Westinghouse Electric Company employs 
thousands of hardworking Americans. Found-
ed in 1886 by American entrepreneur and en-
gineer Thomas Westinghouse, the company 
was initially known for helping to bring elec-
tricity to homes throughout our country. Today, 
nearly 50 percent of the nuclear power plants 
in operation worldwide, including nearly 60 
percent in the United States, are based on 
Westinghouse technology. 

These positive impacts on our domestic 
economy are only a part of nuclear energy’s 

overall benefits. The U.S. commercial nuclear 
energy sector yields enormous influence over 
global nonproliferation policy. The sector is 
also responsible for assuring international nu-
clear safety through the exportation of U.S. 
advanced reactor designs and America’s oper-
ational expertise. Thus, by exporting U.S. nu-
clear technology, we ensure the highest levels 
of plant safety and influence over nonprolifera-
tion policies throughout the globe. 

Mr. Speaker, a successful nuclear trade and 
export policy is paramount to international nu-
clear nonproliferation and power plant safety. 
I urge my colleagues to recognize the benefits 
of our nation’s participation in the expanding 
global market for nuclear energy technologies. 

f 

NORTHERN IRELAND: INSUFFI-
CIENT ATTEMPTS TO DEAL WITH 
THE PAST 

HON. CHRISTOPHER H. SMITH 
OF NEW JERSEY 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Thursday, March 13, 2014 

Mr. SMITH of New Jersey. Mr. Speaker, 
earlier this week, I convened a hearing that in-
quired into the Northern Ireland peace proc-
ess, particularly that aspect of it which is 
called ‘‘dealing with the past.’’ 

Sadly, much of what we heard about 
amounts to failures to deal with the past, as in 
the rejection of the recent proposal made by 
Dr. Richard Haass. Dr. Haass served as Chair 
of the Panel of Parties in the Northern Ireland 
Executive—that is, he was asked to assist in 
brokering an agreement to move the peace 
process forward. In that capacity Dr. Haass 
spent months consulting and formulating a 
proposal. In the end, the proposal was not ac-
cepted by all of the parties, though it clarified 
where progress can be made and where stick-
ing points remain. 

One of the most important questions that 
Dr. Haass and the parties dealt with is what 
will be done with the Historical Enquiries 
Team (HET) and the Police Ombudsman of 
Northern Ireland (PONI)—two key bodies es-
tablished by the Good Friday agreement to in-
vestigate unsolved murders. 

We discussed Dr. Haass’ proposal to re-
place the HET and PONI with a Historical In-
vestigations Unit and Baroness O’Loan’s sug-
gestion to replace them with a rather different 
Investigative Commission during the hearing. 
For now I want to underline this: both agree 
that the status quo way of dealing with Trou-
bles crimes should be replaced. Likewise the 
parties in the Northern Ireland executive re-
portedly agreed with this aspect of Dr. Haass’ 
proposal. So the agreement is broad on this 
point. It’s time to move to a better system. 

As Dr. Haass’ proposal stated: ‘‘The multi-
plicity of institutions and vehicles for justice in 
respect of conflict-related incidents, however, 
creates confusion and places enormous bur-
dens on the police. The HET, PONI, and in-
quests also suffer from the perception that 
they have proceeded too slowly.’’ 

The facts alone tell this story: of the more 
than 3,000 Troubles-related deaths that oc-
curred between 1968 and 1998, the HET has 
yet to review some 600 cases, involving 800 
deaths. 

Dr. Haass’ proposed Historical Investiga-
tions Unit has much to say for it—by estab-
lishing a single unit with full investigative 
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power it would eliminate the overlaps, con-
tradictions, and waste of resources in the 
mandates of the HET and PONI. 

Likewise the suggestion of Baroness 
O’Loan—who served very successfully as Po-
lice Ombudsman from 2000 to 2007—for an 
Investigative Commission that would be a ‘‘to-
tally independent investigative fully empow-
ered and fully resourced body with a remit to 
examine any Troubles related cases involving 
death up to 2006 . . .’’ Lady O’Loan’s proposal 
emphasizes the need for an unimpeachably 
independent agency in order to win the trust of 
both communities. 

In any case Dr. Haass’ proposal remains 
extremely important on all points—those in-
volved most closely in the peace process have 
expressed their confidence that it accurately 
reflects the current divisions and positions of 
the parties, and will likely serve as an impor-
tant basis for future discussions. 

We also heard about the Finucane case and 
the British Military Reaction Force. These as-
pects of ‘dealing with the past’ were not cov-
ered by Dr Haass’ proposal to the Northern 
Ireland political parties—because they deal 
with matters that are the responsibility of the 
British Government. 

First, the British Government’s failure to 
conduct the promised inquiry into collusion in 
the 1989 murder of Patrick Finucane. The Brit-
ish Government has a solemn obligation to ini-
tiate the full, independent, public, judicial in-
quiry that was agreed as part of the overall 
peace settlement in Northern Ireland during 
the Weston Park negotiations in 2001. This 
obligation, which was undertaken by both gov-
ernments as part of the Belfast Agreement— 
one of the outstanding diplomatic achieve-
ments of recent decades—was an extremely 
serious undertaking. In order for the peace 
process to move forward, the British Govern-
ment must honor it. 

While Prime Minister Cameron admitted to 
‘‘shocking’’ levels of collusion between the 
state and loyalist paramilitaries in the murder 
of Patrick Finucane, and apologized to the 
Finucane family for it, this does not substitute 
for a full exposition of the facts behind the 
British State’s involvement in the murder. 
Rather the steady increase in the amount of 
evidence being revealed publicly that the Brit-
ish State colluded with the killers has made 
honoring that commitment more important 
than ever. 

The British Government committed to imple-
ment the recommendation of a judge of inter-
national standing on six inquiry cases; in 
2004, Judge Peter Cory recommended a pub-
lic inquiry in the case of Patrick Finucane. To 
date, it remains the only case investigated 
where the recommendation has not been hon-
ored, a situation that is deeply unsatisfactory 
for many reasons but not least because it is 
evidently the one where the British Govern-
ment is most culpable. Conversely, it is also 
the case in which—until the Prime Minister’s 
announcement in December 2012—there has 
been the greatest level of sustained official de-
nial by various state agencies. 

The many previous denials and time that 
has passed have drained public confidence in 
the peace process and diminished respect for 
the rule of law in Northern Ireland. It must be 
said that there are those who oppose the 
peace process and their opposition is dan-
gerous. The failure to address the case of Pat-
rick Finucane in the manner promised by the 
British Government provides a readily avail-

able propaganda tool for those who would 
abuse it to further their own ends. In our view, 
this represents yet another reason why the 
Finucane case is one of the most important 
unresolved issues in the peace process. 

Second, there is the matter of killings com-
mitted by the British Army’s Military Reaction 
Force. From approximately 1971–1973 the 
British Army ran an undercover unit of ap-
proximately 40 soldiers, who operated out-of- 
uniform and in unmarked cars, mostly around 
Belfast. 

On November 21, 2013, the BBC program 
Panorama aired a documentary in which 
former members of MRF broke silence on as-
pects of the unit’s operations, confirming what 
many had suspected for a long time. The BBC 
reported that, ‘‘we’ve investigated the unit and 
discovered evidence that this branch of the 
British states sometimes . . . shot unarmed 
civilians.’’ 

The BBC spoke to seven former members 
of the MRF, and though the men were careful 
not to incriminate themselves or each other in 
specific killings, they made plain that, as The 
Independent fairly characterized the report, 
‘‘The unit . . . would carry out drive-by shoot-
ings against unarmed people on the street 
without any independent evidence they were 
part of the IRA.’’ 

As one of the former members admitted to 
the BBC, ‘‘We were not there to act like an 
army unit—we were there to act like a terror 
group.’’ 

Now the onus is on the British Government 
to investigate and punish these crimes. The 
British Ministry of Defense has said that it has 
referred the matter to the police for investiga-
tion. Unfortunately, the BBC reported that 
‘‘these soldiers were undercover, and what 
they did has been airbrushed from the official 
record.’’ 

f 

LUCERO RIVERA 

HON. ED PERLMUTTER 
OF COLORADO 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Thursday, March 13, 2014 

Mr. PERLMUTTER. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to recognize and applaud Lucero Rivera 
for receiving the Arvada Wheat Ridge Service 
Ambassadors for Youth award. Lucero Rivera 
is a 12th grader at Jefferson High School and 
received this award because his determination 
and hard work have allowed him to overcome 
adversities. 

The dedication demonstrated by Lucero Ri-
vera is exemplary of the type of achievement 
that can be attained with hard work and perse-
verance. It is essential students at all levels 
strive to make the most of their education and 
develop a work ethic which will guide them for 
the rest of their lives. 

I extend my deepest congratulations to 
Lucero Rivera for winning the Arvada Wheat 
Ridge Service Ambassadors for Youth award. 
I have no doubt he will exhibit the same dedi-
cation and character in all of his future accom-
plishments. 

f 

TRIBUTE TO ‘‘MAGGIE’’ SILVER 

HON. JOHN L. MICA 
OF FLORIDA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Thursday, March 13, 2014 

Mr. MICA. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to pay 
tribute to Marjorie P. ‘‘Maggie’’ Silver Smith, a 

female pioneer, entrepreneur and a legend in 
the American Rail Industry who passed away 
on March 9, 2014. I was privileged to work 
with Maggie and was honored to know her 
both as a good friend and strong advocate for 
our Nation’s railroads. 

Maggie was a leader in the American rail 
business and a most respected member of 
various railroad infrastructure panels. She 
came from a railroad family, working with her 
father at Pinsly Railroad in 1965, and suc-
ceeded him as President in 1977 becoming 
Chairman of the Board in 2000. After her fa-
ther’s death, she was advised to sell the com-
pany. However Maggie was determined to run 
Pinsly holdings because she understood and 
embraced the changes that were occurring in 
the railroad industry, especially under the 
Staggers Act. 

Under her leadership, she grew the Pinsly 
Railroad companies to eight short line rail-
roads and railroad distribution companies 
serving 200 customers. She was a member 
and officer on the Board of the American 
Short Line Railroad Association and also 
played a leadership role at the Massachusetts 
Railroad Association and the American Short 
Line and Regional Railroad Association. 

Maggie was recognized by all as a knowl-
edgeable, vocal and effective spokesman for 
the rail industry. Her innovation and good 
business sense made her one of the most im-
portant and significant leaders in the short line 
industry. She was renowned for being tough 
but fair, thoughtful and forward thinking, con-
tinually encouraging women to enter and suc-
ceed in the railroad industry. Her wonderful 
wit, enthusiasm, energy and presence always 
had a positive impact, and she will be truly 
missed. 

My deepest sympathy is extended to her 
husband, Robert; daughters, Anne, Leslie and 
Lindsey; and sons, John, Marc and James. 

I ask all Members of the U.S. House of 
Representatives to join me in recognizing the 
distinguished life and service of Marjorie P. 
‘‘Maggie’’ Silver Smith. 

f 

HONORING CLAN ‘‘BUD’’ PROFFER 

HON. JASON T. SMITH 
OF MISSOURI 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, March 13, 2014 

Mr. SMITH of Missouri. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to honor Clan ‘‘Bud’’ Proffer who has 
been a valuable asset to Cape Girardeau 
County for over 32 years through his dedica-
tion and work with the Sheriff’s Office in the 
Patrol Division, as Captain of Field Oper-
ations. Bud has shown his commitment to law 
enforcement by attending many hours of train-
ing on Missouri laws, crime investigations, su-
pervisory training, reporting crimes, and count-
less hours of continuing education. He was 
appointed to the Cape Girardeau/Bollinger 
County Major Case Squad in 1983. Bud has 
served the community and his fellow employ-
ees as the Captain of the Field Operations Di-
vision for over 27 years. 
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