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power it would eliminate the overlaps, con-
tradictions, and waste of resources in the
mandates of the HET and PONI.

Likewise the suggestion of Baroness
O’Loan—who served very successfully as Po-
lice Ombudsman from 2000 to 2007—for an
Investigative Commission that would be a “to-
tally independent investigative fully empow-
ered and fully resourced body with a remit to
examine any Troubles related cases involving
death up to 2006 . . .” Lady O’Loan’s proposal
emphasizes the need for an unimpeachably
independent agency in order to win the trust of
both communities.

In any case Dr. Haass’ proposal remains

extremely important on all points—those in-
volved most closely in the peace process have
expressed their confidence that it accurately
reflects the current divisions and positions of
the parties, and will likely serve as an impor-

tant basis for future discussions.

We also heard about the Finucane case and
the British Military Reaction Force. These as-
pects of ‘dealing with the past’ were not cov-
ered by Dr Haass’ proposal to the Northern
Ireland political parties—because they deal
with matters that are the responsibility of the
British Government.

First, the British Government's failure to
conduct the promised inquiry into collusion in
the 1989 murder of Patrick Finucane. The Brit-
ish Government has a solemn obligation to ini-
tiate the full, independent, public, judicial in-
quiry that was agreed as part of the overall
peace settlement in Northern Ireland during
the Weston Park negotiations in 2001. This
obligation, which was undertaken by both gov-
ernments as part of the Belfast Agreement—
one of the outstanding diplomatic achieve-
ments of recent decades—was an extremely
serious undertaking. In order for the peace
process to move forward, the British Govern-
ment must honor it.

While Prime Minister Cameron admitted to
“shocking” levels of collusion between the
state and loyalist paramilitaries in the murder
of Patrick Finucane, and apologized to the
Finucane family for it, this does not substitute
for a full exposition of the facts behind the
British State’s involvement in the murder.
Rather the steady increase in the amount of
evidence being revealed publicly that the Brit-
ish State colluded with the killers has made
honoring that commitment more important
than ever.

The British Government committed to imple-

ment the recommendation of a judge of inter-
national standing on six inquiry cases; in
2004, Judge Peter Cory recommended a pub-
lic inquiry in the case of Patrick Finucane. To
date, it remains the only case investigated
where the recommendation has not been hon-
ored, a situation that is deeply unsatisfactory
for many reasons but not least because it is
evidently the one where the British Govern-
ment is most culpable. Conversely, it is also
the case in which—until the Prime Minister’s
announcement in December 2012—there has
been the greatest level of sustained official de-

nial by various state agencies.
The many previous denials and time that

has passed have drained public confidence in
the peace process and diminished respect for
the rule of law in Northern Ireland. It must be
said that there are those who oppose the
peace process and their opposition is dan-
gerous. The failure to address the case of Pat-
rick Finucane in the manner promised by the
British Government provides a readily avail-
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able propaganda tool for those who would
abuse it to further their own ends. In our view,
this represents yet another reason why the
Finucane case is one of the most important
unresolved issues in the peace process.

Second, there is the matter of killings com-
mitted by the British Army’s Military Reaction
Force. From approximately 1971-1973 the
British Army ran an undercover unit of ap-
proximately 40 soldiers, who operated out-of-
uniform and in unmarked cars, mostly around
Belfast.

On November 21, 2013, the BBC program
Panorama aired a documentary in which
former members of MRF broke silence on as-
pects of the unit’'s operations, confirming what
many had suspected for a long time. The BBC
reported that, “we’ve investigated the unit and
discovered evidence that this branch of the
British states sometimes . . . shot unarmed
civilians.”

The BBC spoke to seven former members
of the MRF, and though the men were careful
not to incriminate themselves or each other in
specific killings, they made plain that, as The
Independent fairly characterized the report,
“The unit . . . would carry out drive-by shoot-
ings against unarmed people on the street
without any independent evidence they were

part of the IRA.”

As one of the former members admitted to
the BBC, “We were not there to act like an
army unit—we were there to act like a terror
group.”

Now the onus is on the British Government
to investigate and punish these crimes. The
British Ministry of Defense has said that it has
referred the matter to the police for investiga-
tion. Unfortunately, the BBC reported that
“these soldiers were undercover, and what
they did has been airbrushed from the official
record.”
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Mr. PERLMUTTER. Mr. Speaker, | rise
today to recognize and applaud Lucero Rivera
for receiving the Arvada Wheat Ridge Service
Ambassadors for Youth award. Lucero Rivera
is a 12th grader at Jefferson High School and
received this award because his determination
and hard work have allowed him to overcome
adversities.

The dedication demonstrated by Lucero Ri-
vera is exemplary of the type of achievement
that can be attained with hard work and perse-
verance. It is essential students at all levels
strive to make the most of their education and
develop a work ethic which will guide them for
the rest of their lives.

| extend my deepest congratulations to
Lucero Rivera for winning the Arvada Wheat
Ridge Service Ambassadors for Youth award.
| have no doubt he will exhibit the same dedi-
cation and character in all of his future accom-
plishments.
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Mr. MICA. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to pay
tribute to Marjorie P. “Maggie” Silver Smith, a
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female pioneer, entrepreneur and a legend in
the American Rail Industry who passed away
on March 9, 2014. | was privileged to work
with Maggie and was honored to know her
both as a good friend and strong advocate for
our Nation’s railroads.

Maggie was a leader in the American rail
business and a most respected member of
various railroad infrastructure panels. She
came from a railroad family, working with her
father at Pinsly Railroad in 1965, and suc-
ceeded him as President in 1977 becoming
Chairman of the Board in 2000. After her fa-
ther’s death, she was advised to sell the com-
pany. However Maggie was determined to run
Pinsly holdings because she understood and
embraced the changes that were occurring in
the railroad industry, especially under the
Staggers Act.

Under her leadership, she grew the Pinsly
Railroad companies to eight short line rail-
roads and railroad distribution companies
serving 200 customers. She was a member
and officer on the Board of the American
Short Line Railroad Association and also
played a leadership role at the Massachusetts
Railroad Association and the American Short
Line and Regional Railroad Association.

Maggie was recognized by all as a knowl-
edgeable, vocal and effective spokesman for
the rail industry. Her innovation and good
business sense made her one of the most im-
portant and significant leaders in the short line
industry. She was renowned for being tough
but fair, thoughtful and forward thinking, con-
tinually encouraging women to enter and suc-
ceed in the railroad industry. Her wonderful
wit, enthusiasm, energy and presence always
had a positive impact, and she will be truly
missed.

My deepest sympathy is extended to her
husband, Robert; daughters, Anne, Leslie and
Lindsey; and sons, John, Marc and James.

| ask all Members of the U.S. House of
Representatives to join me in recognizing the
distinguished life and service of Marjorie P.
“Maggie” Silver Smith.

————
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Mr. SMITH of Missouri. Mr. Speaker, | rise
today to honor Clan “Bud” Proffer who has
been a valuable asset to Cape Girardeau
County for over 32 years through his dedica-
tion and work with the Sheriff's Office in the
Patrol Division, as Captain of Field Oper-
ations. Bud has shown his commitment to law
enforcement by attending many hours of train-
ing on Missouri laws, crime investigations, su-
pervisory training, reporting crimes, and count-
less hours of continuing education. He was
appointed to the Cape Girardeau/Bollinger
County Major Case Squad in 1983. Bud has
served the community and his fellow employ-
ees as the Captain of the Field Operations Di-
vision for over 27 years.
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