March 26, 2014

After 125 years, Slippery Rock Uni-
versity has nearly 80,000 proud grad-
uates. It offers a broad array of under-
graduate and graduate programs to
more than 8,000 students and is consist-
ently recognized as a great place to
learn and work.

For as long as this impressive insti-
tution remains standing, Slippery
Rock’s commitment to intellectual de-
velopment, leadership, and civic re-
sponsibility will endure.

———

CONGRESS MUST ADDRESS THE
ISSUE OF MEDICAL MARIJUANA

(Ms. TITUS asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Ms. TITUS. Mr. Speaker, in the year
2000, the people of Nevada overwhelm-
ingly voted to legalize medical mari-
juana 65 to 35 percent. Thirteen years
later, the State legislature passed an
enacting statute, and last week, the
Las Vegas City Council and the Clark
County Commission both approved the
establishment of dispensaries.

Similar action has taken place in 18
States, creating a patchwork of con-
flicting State, local, and Federal laws
and regulations. As a result, there is a
great deal of uncertainty and confusion
for Nevadans and doctors, patients, and
businesses in other States where mari-
juana is legal.

As more States move towards legal-
izing marijuana use, it is important
that Congress address the issue to en-
sure consumers and businesses are pro-
tected and are able to operate without
fear of Federal prosecution.

That is why I am cosponsoring the
Respect State Marijuana Laws Act, the
Truth in Trials Act, and the Marijuana
Business Access to Banking Act.

I have also joined a bipartisan group
of my colleagues to call on the Appro-
priations Committee to ensure the De-
partment of Justice is not wasting tax-
payer dollars.

These are commonsense proposals
that preserve states’ rights and ensure
patients and businesses are protected.

———

ENSURING PUBLIC INVOLVEMENT
IN THE CREATION OF NATIONAL
MONUMENTS ACT

(Mr. DAINES asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. DAINES. Mr. Speaker, for gen-
erations, Montanans have been dedi-
cated to stewardship of our lands. Mon-
tanans know how to best preserve and
protect these lands, so that future gen-
erations can enjoy them.

That is why so many Montanans were
upset by Interior Secretary Sally
Jewell’s recent comments inferring
that the President would take action
and unilaterally designate new lands as
national monuments under the Antiq-
uities Act.

Comments like these concern Mon-
tanans, who recall recent efforts by the
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Department of the Interior to des-
ignate millions of acres along the Hi-
Line as a national monument without
local involvement. This unilateral ac-
tion is unacceptable to the people of
my State.

That is why I am proud to support
the Ensuring Public Involvement in
the Creation of National Monuments
Act, which requires public participa-
tion and local support before the Presi-
dent can make any new monument des-
ignations.

The American people deserve a voice
in the monument designation process,
and I strongly encourage my colleagues
to support this commonsense bill.
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WOMEN’S HISTORY MONTH AND
THE WOMEN’S ECONOMIC AGENDA

(Ms. EDWARDS asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Ms. EDWARDS. Mr. Speaker, I rise
today to mark Women’s History Month
and to recognize the important role
that women play in our workforce,
businesses, and homes.

In fact, 40 percent of working women
are the primary breadwinners in their
families, and it is just a fact that the
success of our Nation relies on the eco-
nomic security of women. Unfortu-
nately, outdated policies are con-
straining the ability of women to par-
ticipate fully in our economy. Many
face a lack of good-paying jobs, a high
cost of education and child care. In
fact, two-thirds of minimum wage
workers are women, and the poverty
rate for women is 14.5 percent—the
highest in two decades. Women earn
just 77 cents on the dollar. For African
American women, it is only 64 cents on
the dollar. For Latinas, it is a shocking
58 cents on the dollar.

That is why House Democrats have
launched an economic agenda for
women: When Women Succeed, Amer-
ica Succeeds. We have got to raise the
minimum wage to $10.10 an hour, in-
crease tipped wages which haven’t been
raised in 23 years, have equal pay for
equal work, paid sick days, and access
to quality, affordable child care.

Women are playing an expanded role
in our economy and in our country. It
is time we recognize their contribution
because, when women succeed, America
succeeds.

————

COLORECTAL CANCER AWARENESS
MONTH

(Mr. CHABOT asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Mr. CHABOT. Mr. Speaker, March is
Colorectal Cancer Awareness Month.

Sadly, colon cancer is the second
leading cause of cancer-related deaths
among both men and women in this
country, including over 2,000 Ohioans,
but it doesn’t have to be.

As the American College of Gastro-
enterology reminds us, colon cancer
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screenings can prevent cancer from oc-
curring in the first place. In fact, evi-
dence shows that colonoscopies could
prevent over 50 percent of colorectal
cancer deaths in the U.S. When colon
cancer is detected early, the survival
rate climbs to 90 percent. The Amer-
ican Cancer Society reveals that
screenings have reduced the rate of
colon cancer incidences by 30 percent
over the last 10 years. Still, more needs
to be done.

Mr. Speaker, as we observe
Colorectal Cancer Awareness Month, I
urge all Americans, particularly those
over 50, to talk to their doctors and
ask if screenings are right for them.
Cancer is a killer, and colon cancer can
be more deadly than most, but we can
fight back by taking proactive steps to
diagnose and combat the disease at its
outset.

——
WOMEN’S ECONOMIC AGENDA

(Mr. BARBER asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Mr. BARBER. Mr. Speaker, I rise
today in support of the women’s eco-
nomic agenda and to acknowledge
Women’s History Month. Women’s His-
tory Month is a time when we pause to
recognize the extraordinary contribu-
tions that women have made through-
out our Nation’s history.

As a husband to my wife, Nancy, who
is a leader in health care for women, as
the proud father of two accomplished
daughters, and as the grandfather of
three girls with so much promise, I am
absolutely committed to making our
country’s full range of opportunities
available and a reality for all of Amer-
ica’s daughters.

That is why I introduced, earlier this
month, the Women’s Economic Bill of
Rights, because all women have a right
to equal pay and because all women
have a right to fair treatment in the
workplace and to economic and retire-
ment security. The Women’s Economic
Bill of Rights is about standing up in
Congress to make sure that we
strengthen our commitment to advanc-
ing women’s economic security for cur-
rent and future generations.

I encourage all of my colleagues to
join me in cosponsoring this resolution
because we know that, when women
succeed, America succeeds.

————

JOBS AND THE ECONOMY

(Mr. HARRIS asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. HARRIS. Mr. Speaker, our econ-
omy continues to struggle, and that
means hardworking Americans are
struggling. Far too many Americans
are having trouble making ends meet,
and government overreach is only
making things worse. The worst exam-
ple of this overreach is the President’s
deeply flawed health care law.

We just had ObamaCare’s fourth an-
niversary this past weekend, and what
do we have to show for it?
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Americans can’t keep their plans
even if they like them. Families are
being forced to pay more for their
health care insurance. Women are un-
able to stay with their doctors despite
the President’s promise. Seniors are
facing cuts to their hard-earned Medi-
care benefits. Businesses are afraid to
hire more workers.

House Republicans have a plan to get
Washington out of the way—to create
an America that works—and address-
ing these problems is a great place to
start.

——
WOMEN’S ECONOMIC AGENDA

(Mr. CASTRO of Texas asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute and to revise and extend
his remarks.)

Mr. CASTRO of Texas. Mr. Speaker,
a couple of weeks ago, I was proud to
host a women’s economic agenda event
at the Young Women’s Leadership
Academy in San Antonio, Texas. It was
a great way to celebrate Women’s His-
tory Month by having a conversation
about what we can all do to ensure that
women in our Nation are empowered.
There were three specific issues that
we spoke of that concern our Nation
greatly.

The first one was fair pay, making
sure that when women put in a full
day’s work they make the same
amount of money as men do. The sec-
ond was family leave, the ability to be
able to take time off to be with sick
parents or when you have a child. That
is extremely important for working
women. Also, there is child care. Many
women are unable to take and keep
jobs because they simply don’t have
the child care resources they need to
make sure their children are safe so
they can go on to work.

It is imperative that the United
States Congress takes up these issues
and continues to make sure that there
is parity in our society and that
women are able to enjoy the same ben-
efits as men.

———

COMPREHENSIVE IMMIGRATION
REFORM

(Mr. MORAN asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. MORAN. Mr. Speaker, I rise
today to demand action on comprehen-
sive immigration reform.

For over a year, we have experienced
nothing but broken promises from our
Republican leadership. The Senate did
its job in passing a bipartisan bill by a
vote of 68-32, but Speaker BOEHNER and
House Republicans have refused to con-
sider this responsible proposal even
though it has the votes to pass right
now.

The reason for this is clear: Repub-
licans would rather protect themselves
from a primary challenge than address
the challenges that face our Nation.
That is why House Democrats have re-
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sorted to introducing a discharge peti-
tion this week to demand a vote on im-
migration reform.

This is supposed to be a democracy.
Comprehensive reform is backed by a
majority of the American public, in-
cluding the business community, labor
unions, and religious organizations.
Comprehensive reform would grow our
economy, strengthen families and open
doors of opportunity for millions of
Americans who want to embrace the
American Dream.

America has always been a nation of
immigrants, continuously revitalized
by those who come to our shores to
make better lives for themselves and
their families. Now is the time to pass
comprehensive immigration reform.

———

WOMEN’S HISTORY MONTH AND
WOMEN’S ECONOMIC AGENDA

(Ms. WASSERMAN SCHULTZ asked
and was given permission to address
the House for 1 minute and to revise
and extend her remarks.)

Ms. WASSERMAN SCHULTZ. Mr.
Speaker, I rise today to recognize
Women’s History Month.

March is the time to honor our
foremothers by recommitting to the
fight for complete equality between
the sexes. Democrats know that the
biggest challenge to attaining com-
plete equality is through economic jus-
tice. My daughters are growing up in
an America where women still make
just 77 cents to every man’s dollar.
This wage discrimination is com-
pounded even further when you con-
sider that women also represent nearly
two-thirds of minimum wage workers
and that they often have jobs with no
sick leave. If women have to choose be-
tween their jobs and their families,
clearly, we still have a lot of work to
do.

First, we must extend unemployment
benefits. Women struggling to find
work need that bridge to help pay the
bills while they look for work. We must
also increase the minimum wage, fight
wage discrimination by passing the
Paycheck Fairness Act, and extend
paid family and medical leave to all
women by passing the FAMILY Act.

This agenda is the perfect way to cel-
ebrate Women’s History Month and to
honor all Americans who have fought
for equality and fairness. As President
Obama said, ‘“When women succeed,
America succeeds.”

————

WOMEN’S HISTORY MONTH AND
WOMEN’S ECONOMIC AGENDA

(Ms. MICHELLE LUJAN GRISHAM
of New Mexico asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend her re-
marks.)

Ms. MICHELLE LUJAN GRISHAM of
New Mexico. Mr. Speaker, March is
Women’s History Month, and I rise in
memory of a trailblazer, Georgia Lee
Lusk, the first woman to ever rep-
resent New Mexico in the House of Rep-
resentatives.
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Georgia was elected in 1946 and
served Congressional District One, my
district. Georgia is in our history
books as a woman who wasn’t afraid of
a fight. She grew up on a farm in Carls-
bad and went to Highlands University
in Las Vegas, New Mexico. Georgia
went to Washington to fight for better
education and better care for veterans.
As a school administrator, she had seen
the effects of book shortages and over-
crowded classrooms on young students.
As a mother of three boys who all
fought in the Second World War, she
knew all too well the challenges faced
by those returning from war. Georgia
served on the Veterans’ Affairs Com-
mittee and worked across the aisle to
make sure that veterans received the
benefits provided to them in the GI Bill
of Rights. She fought for Federal aid to
education, hot meals for students, and
helped establish what we now know as
the Department of Education, and she
did so much more.

Mr. Speaker, as only the third Con-
gresswoman in New Mexico’s history, 1
am determined to carry on Georgia’s
fight—a fight for better care for our
veterans and a better education for our
students. When women succeed, Amer-
ica succeeds.

———

PROVIDING FOR CONSIDERATION
OF H.R. 1459, ENSURING PUBLIC
INVOLVEMENT IN THE CREATION
OF NATIONAL MONUMENTS ACT,
AND PROVIDING FOR CONSIDER-
ATION OF MOTIONS TO SUSPEND
THE RULES

Mr. BISHOP of Utah. Mr. Speaker, by
direction of the Committee on Rules, I
call up House Resolution 524 and ask
for its immediate consideration.

The Clerk read the resolution, as fol-
lows:

H. RES. 524

Resolved, That at any time after adoption
of this resolution the Speaker may, pursuant
to clause 2(b) of rule XVIII, declare the
House resolved into the Committee of the
Whole House on the state of the Union for
consideration of the bill (H.R. 1459) to ensure
that the National Environmental Policy Act
of 1969 applies to the declaration of national
monuments, and for other purposes. The first
reading of the bill shall be dispensed with.
All points of order against consideration of
the bill are waived. General debate shall be
confined to the bill and shall not exceed one
hour equally divided and controlled by the
chair and ranking minority member of the
Committee on Natural Resources. After gen-
eral debate the bill shall be considered for
amendment under the five-minute rule. The
bill shall be considered as read. All points of
order against provisions in the bill are
waived. No amendment to the bill shall be in
order except those printed in the report of
the Committee on Rules accompanying this
resolution. Each such amendment may be of-
fered only in the order printed in the report,
may be offered only by a Member designated
in the report, shall be considered as read,
shall be debatable for the time specified in
the report equally divided and controlled by
the proponent and an opponent, shall not be
subject to amendment, and shall not be sub-
ject to a demand for division of the question
in the House or in the Committee of the
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