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The House met at 9 a.m. and was
called to order by the Speaker pro tem-
pore (Mr. WOODALL).

————

DESIGNATION OF THE SPEAKER
PRO TEMPORE

The SPEAKER pro tempore laid be-
fore the House the following commu-
nication from the Speaker:

WASHINGTON, DC,
March 27, 2014.

I hereby appoint the Honorable ROB
WoODALL to act as Speaker pro tempore on
this day.

JOHN A. BOEHNER,
Speaker of the House of Representatives.

————
PRAYER

The Chaplain, the Reverend Patrick
J. Conroy, offered the following prayer:

Eternal God, through Whom we see
what we could be and what we can be-
come, thank You for giving us another
day.

Send Your spirit upon the Members
of this people’s House to encourage
them in their official tasks. Be with
them and with all who labor here to
serve this great Nation and its people.

Assure them that whatever their re-
sponsibilities, You provide the grace to
enable them to be faithful in their du-
ties, and the wisdom to be conscious of
their obligations and fulfill them with
integrity.

Remind us all of the dignity of work,
and teach us to use our talents and
abilities in ways that are honorable
and just and are of benefit to those we
serve.

May all that is done this day be for
Your greater honor and glory.

Amen.

———
THE JOURNAL
The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair has examined the Journal of the

last day’s proceedings and announces
to the House his approval thereof.

Pursuant to clause 1, rule I, the Jour-
nal stands approved.

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Will the
gentlewoman from Kansas (Ms. JEN-
KINS) come forward and lead the House
in the Pledge of Allegiance.

Ms. JENKINS led the Pledge of Alle-
giance as follows:

I pledge allegiance to the Flag of the
United States of America, and to the Repub-
lic for which it stands, one nation under God,
indivisible, with liberty and justice for all.

———————

ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER
PRO TEMPORE

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair will entertain up to five requests
for 1-minute speeches on each side of
the aisle.

————————

CONGRATULATIONS MARS
CHOCOLATE

(Ms. JENKINS asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend her re-
marks.)

Ms. JENKINS. Mr. Speaker, I rise
today to congratulate Mars Chocolate
North America on the grand opening of
their state-of-the-art manufacturing
facility in Topeka, Kansas.

This is the first Mars Chocolate fac-
tory built in the U.S. in 35 years. Mars
has invested more than $270 million to
build this facility, bringing hundreds of
jobs to the Topeka area. They will be
manufacturing Snickers as well as 39
million individual M&Ms per day.

I want to also congratulate the city
of Topeka, Shawnee County, the cham-
ber of commerce, and the State of Kan-
sas for attracting world-class manufac-
turing to our State. Mars conducted an
extensive search, reviewing 80 poten-
tial sites. Our talented workforce, ac-
cess to key infrastructure, and positive

business environment all made Topeka
the best choice.

Thank you, Mars, for making Topeka
your home in the heartland, and wel-
come to Kansas.

————

MULTIPLE SCLEROSIS
AWARENESS MONTH

(Mr. LOWENTHAL asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute and to revise and extend
his remarks.)

Mr. LOWENTHAL. Mr. Speaker, I
stand here today to recognize the
month of March as Multiple Sclerosis
Awareness Month. MS is a debilitating,
chronic disease that attacks the cen-
tral nervous system and causes visual
problems, overwhelming fatigue, dif-
ficulty with balance and coordination,
and impaired mobility.

One of my most trusted and long-
term district staff members, Ms. Robin
McCray, who has been with me for
many, many years—first, when I was in
the California State Legislature and
now in Congress—has a son, Ian, who is
now 42 years of age, who has MS.

Ian was diagnosed at the age of 29, at
the most productive time in his life. He
was an avid snowboarder, an outdoors-
man, and practiced masonry. MS has
stolen these things away from him.

There is no cure for MS, which is why
we need advocates to help fight this
terrible disease. I have seen, through
Robin and Ian, how MS not only affects
the individual, but the entire family.

Today I speak for Ian, but I advocate
for the 400,000 Americans diagnosed
with MS.

———

NATIONAL MULTIPLE MYELOMA
AWARENESS MONTH

(Mr. HIGGINS asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Mr. HIGGINS. Mr. Speaker, I rise to
recognize March as National Multiple
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