April 1, 2014

the Rules of the U.S. House of Representa-
tives, the Clerk received the following mes-
sage from the Secretary of the Senate on
April 1, 2014 at 8:58 a.m.:

That the Senate passed S. 2183.

That the Senate passed without amend-
ment H.R. 4302.

Appointments:

United States Commission on
national Religious Freedom.

With best wishes, I am

Sincerely,

Inter-

KAREN L. HAAS.
——

COMMUNICATION FROM THE
CLERK OF THE HOUSE

The SPEAKER pro tempore laid be-
fore the House the following commu-
nication from the Clerk of the House of
Representatives:

OFFICE OF THE CLERK,
HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES,
Washington, DC, April 1, 2014.
Hon. JOHN A. BOEHNER,
Speaker, House of Representatives,
Washington, DC.

DEAR MR. SPEAKER: Pursuant to the per-
mission granted in Clause 2(h) of Rule IT of
the Rules of the U.S. House of Representa-
tives, the Clerk received the following mes-
sage from the Secretary of the Senate on
April 1, 2014 at 9:52 a.m.:

That the Senate agreed to S. Res. 407.

With best wishes, I am

Sincerely,
KAREN L. HAAS.

———————

RECESS

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 12(a) of rule I, the Chair
declares the House in recess until 2
p.m. today.

Accordingly (at 12 o’clock and 17
minutes p.m.), the House stood in re-
cess.

————
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AFTER RECESS

The recess having expired, the House
was called to order by the Speaker at 2
p.m.

———
PRAYER

The Chaplain, the Reverend Patrick
J. Conroy, offered the following prayer:

Dear Lord, we give You thanks for
giving us another day.

We use this moment to be reminded
of Your presence, and to tap the re-
sources needed by the men and women
of this assembly to do their work as
well as it can be done. May they be led
by Your spirit in the decisions they
make. May they possess Your power as
they steady themselves amid the pres-
sures of persistent problems.

The issues facing our Nation this
week are monumental to us, but a part
of the long history of political and pol-
icy debate that have created a great
narrative of participative democracy.
Send Your spirit of wisdom upon the
people’s House, that the Members
might work as one to move our Nation
forward to a brighter future.

And may all that is done this day be
for Your greater honor and glory.

Amen.

CONGRESSIONAL RECORD —HOUSE

THE JOURNAL

The SPEAKER. The Chair has exam-
ined the Journal of the last day’s pro-
ceedings and announces to the House
his approval thereof.

Pursuant to clause 1, rule I, the Jour-
nal stands approved.

Mr. GARCIA. Mr. Speaker, pursuant
to clause 1, rule I, I demand a vote on
agreeing to the Speaker’s approval of
the Journal.

The SPEAKER. The question is on
the Speaker’s approval of the Journal.

The question was taken; and the
Speaker announced that the ayes ap-
peared to have it.

Mr. GARCIA. Mr. Speaker, on that I
demand the yeas and nays.

The yeas and nays were ordered.

The SPEAKER. Pursuant to clause 8,
rule XX, further proceedings on this
question will be postponed.

——
PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

The SPEAKER. Will the gentleman
from Pennsylvania (Mr. THOMPSON)
come forward and lead the House in the
Pledge of Allegiance.

Mr. THOMPSON of Pennsylvania led
the Pledge of Allegiance as follows:

I pledge allegiance to the Flag of the
United States of America, and to the Repub-
lic for which it stands, one nation under God,
indivisible, with liberty and justice for all.

———

MESSAGE FROM THE PRESIDENT

A message in writing from the Presi-
dent of the United States was commu-
nicated to the House by Mr. Brian
Pate, one of his secretaries.

——————

RECESS

The SPEAKER. Pursuant to clause
12(a) of rule I, the Chair declares the
House in recess subject to the call of
the Chair.

Accordingly (at 2 o’clock and 2 min-
utes p.m.), the House stood in recess.

———
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AFTER RECESS

The recess having expired, the House
was called to order by the Speaker pro
tempore (Mr. BYRNE) at 4 p.m.

———

RESIGNATION AS MEMBER OF
COMMITTEE ON SCIENCE, SPACE,
AND TECHNOLOGY

The SPEAKER pro tempore laid be-
fore the House the following resigna-
tion as a member of the Committee on
Science, Space, and Technology:

HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES,
Washington, DC, April 1, 2014.
Hon. JOHN BOEHNER,
Speaker of the House,
Washington, DC.

DEAR SPEAKER BOEHNER: I hereby resign
my position as a member of the House Com-
mittee on Science, Space, and Technology.

Sincerely,
MARK TAKANO,
Member of Congress.

H2751

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Without
objection, the resignation is accepted.
There was no objection.

———

REPORT REGARDING ICELAND’S
COMMERCIAL WHALING ACTIVI-
TIES—MESSAGE FROM THE
PRESIDENT OF THE UNITED
STATES (H. DOC. NO. 113-101)

The SPEAKER pro tempore laid be-
fore the House the following message
from the President of the TUnited
States; which was read and, together
with the accompanying papers, referred
to the Committee on Foreign Affairs
and Natural Resources and ordered to
be printed:

To the Congress of the United States:

On January 31, 2014, Secretary of the
Interior Sally Jewell certified under
section 8 of the Fisherman’s Protective
Act of 1967 (the ‘“‘Pelly Amendment’’)
(22 U.S.C. 1978), that nationals of Ice-
land are conducting trade in whale
meat and products that diminishes the
effectiveness of the Convention on
International Trade in Endangered
Species of Wild Fauna and Flora
(CITES). This message constitutes my
notification to the Congress consistent
with subsection (b) of the Pelly Amend-
ment.

This is the third certification by
United States Government agencies of
Iceland for their continued whaling ac-
tivities. In 2004, Secretary of Com-
merce Donald L. Evans made a certifi-
cation regarding Iceland under the
Pelly Amendment because its scientific
whaling program diminished the effec-
tiveness of the International Whaling
Commission (IWC). When Iceland re-
sumed commercial whaling in 2006,
Secretary of Commerce Carlos M.
Gutierrez continued Iceland’s certifi-
cation. In 2011, Secretary of Commerce
Gary Locke increased actions to be
taken by members of the Cabinet, Fed-
eral departments and agencies, and
U.S. delegations by again certifying
Iceland for diminishing the effective-
ness of the IWC.

A single Icelandic company, Hvalur
hf, conducts fin whaling. Iceland does
not consume most of these fin whales;
rather, they are exported, mainly to
Japan. Iceland’s commercial harvest of
fin whales escalated dramatically in
2009 and 2010, was suspended in 2011 and
2012 due to difficulties in the Japanese
market after the 2011 earthquake and
tsunami, and resumed in 2013. Between
1987 and 2008, Iceland hunted a total of
7 fin whales. In 2009, Iceland hunted 125
fin whales, followed by 148 in 2010, zero
in the years 2011-2012, and 134 fin
whales in 2013. On December 16, 2013,
Iceland set its 2014-2019 fin whale quota
at 154 fin whales per year, an increase
in its previous yearly whaling quota.
According to the IWC, a harvest of 46
fin whales in the North Atlantic is bio-
logically sustainable.

Iceland’s actions jeopardize the sur-
vival of the fin whale, which is listed in
CITES among the species most threat-
ened with extinction, and they under-
mine multilateral efforts to ensure
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