April 1, 2014

H. RES. 531

Resolved, That the following named Mem-
bers be and are hereby elected to the fol-
lowing standing committees of the House of
Representatives:

(1) COMMITTEE ON THE BUDGET.—Mr. Dog-
gett and Mr. Kildee.

(2) COMMITTEE ON EDUCATION AND THE WORK-
FORCE.—Mr. Takano.

(3) COMMITTEE ON SCIENCE AND TECH-
NOLOGY.—Ms. Clark of Massachusetts.

The resolution was agreed to.

A motion to reconsider was laid on
the table.

——
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REMOVAL OF NAME OF MEMBER
AS COSPONSOR OF H.R. 2988

Ms. DUCKWORTH. Mr. Speaker, I
ask unanimous consent to remove my
name as a cosponsor from H.R. 2988.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gentle-
woman from Illinois?

There was no objection.

———

HONORING ANDY GRIFFIN

(Mr. RODNEY DAVIS of Illinois
asked and was given permission to ad-
dress the House for 1 minute and to re-
vise and extend his remarks.)

Mr. RODNEY DAVIS of Illinois. Mr.
Speaker, I rise today to recognize Andy
Griffin of Glen Carbon, Illinois, for
being named the American Association
of Nurse Anesthetist’s Advocate of the
Year.

Andy currently serves as president-
elect on the board for the Illinois Asso-
ciation of Nurse Anesthetists, as well
as their Federal political director.
Andy also serves as the director of the
Nurse Anesthesia program at Southern
Illinois University at Edwardsville.
Andy uses his dual roles as an advocate
and a teacher to bring young nurse an-
esthetist students to Washington, D.C.,
each year to meet with their congres-
sional offices.

In his spare time Andy volunteers at
his church in Maryville and mentors
children every summer at the Lake
Williamson Christian Camp. He uses
his training and passion in music to
help children connect with their faith.

In addition to mentoring children
within his community, Andy is a lov-
ing husband to his wife, Valerie, and a
great father to their four children.
Andy’s coworkers, family, and friends
can attest to his selflessness and tire-
less devotion to helping others and ad-
vocating on their behalf.

We should all aspire to be as compas-
sionate and dedicated as Andy Griffin.
I am proud to call him my constituent
and even more proud to call Andy Grif-
fin my friend.

———

HEALTH CARE TO ALL AMERICANS

(Ms. JACKSON LEE asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute.)

Ms. JACKSON LEE. Mr. Speaker,
they said it couldn’t be done, but as of
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yesterday and early this morning,
7,000,041 individuals here in the United
States accessed and enrolled in the Af-
fordable Care Act.

Is it working? Do people want health
care? Yes, they do. Do they want access
to the Affordable Care Act? Yes, they
do. These numbers will probably grow
when the State exchanges begin to re-
port their various individuals that en-
rolled under their system.

In the State of Texas, going all the
way from last week until the lines
around Reliant Stadium, to individuals
staying until 10 o’clock at the Commu-
nity of Faith Church, which I was at
with Bishop James Dixon, to the Harris
County Department of Education and
500 or 600 there, yes, we want affordable
care and the Affordable Care Act to
give health care to all Americans.

Now, we need to tell the States that
you have left out millions of those who
could benefit from the expanded Med-
icaid. I ask Governor Perry of the
State of Texas to stop denying the mil-
lions of Texans who would be eligible
under the expanded Medicaid to have
health insurance. Stop denying them
health insurance. This is a celebration.
More will come, and it is good to know
that the work that was done is bene-
fiting Americans.

———

FOREIGN CRIMINALS

(Mr. POE of Texas asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute and to revise and extend
his remarks.)

Mr. POE of Texas. Mr. Speaker, a
lady in my district wrote about the ad-
ministration’s new immigration en-
forcement policy—or, rather, the lack
thereof. She is worried, and so am I.
The government claims that it
prioritizes deporting criminal aliens
before all others who are illegally in
the country.

Really?

According to news reports in 2013,
nearly 68,000 foreign criminals were
caught, charged, and/or convicted of a
felony or serious misdemeanor then re-
leased back onto the streets of Amer-
ica. Well, why? The administration
should follow the law and deport for-
eign criminals and not let them loose.

There is more. In some instances, a
criminal illegal goes to a U.S. prison
and then he is ordered deported, and
their home country won’t take them
back. That is why I have introduced
legislation to withhold diplomatic
visas to nations who won’t take back
their lawfully deported criminals. The
administration should just simply en-
force the law.

Foreign criminals who have com-
mitted crimes in America belong be-
hind bars, and then they should be sent
back where they came from.

And that’s just the way it is.

———
AUTISM AWARENESS DAY

(Ms. FRANKEL of Florida asked and
was given permission to address the
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House for 1 minute and to revise and
extend her remarks.)

Ms. FRANKEL of Florida. Mr. Speak-
er, I am wearing blue today, joining
people around the globe in recognition
of Autism Awareness Day as we bring
light to a disorder that affects 70 mil-
lion families worldwide, 1 in 68 children
in the United States.

Autism Day is a day of hope for the
mother and father whose sweet baby
doesn’t smile or babble, for the child
who rocks obsessively, for the teen
locked in his own mind who is shunned
by classmates, and the aging parents
who fear their adult child’s care when
they are gone.

Awareness is about increasing knowl-
edge, which means early diagnosis and
early intervention, and it is about love
for all our precious children. On this
day of awareness, Mr. Speaker, let’s all
commit to work together in a bipar-
tisan manner to fund autism research
and reduce the financial strains for
Americans with disabilities.

——————

PROTECTING SENIORS FROM
MEDICARE CUTS

(Mr. PAULSEN asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. PAULSEN. Mr. Speaker, I rise to
speak on an issue that affects hundreds
of thousands of seniors in Minnesota.

Over half of the medical-eligible sen-
iors in my district have chosen now to
enroll in Medicare Advantage plans to
meet their health care needs. The
Medicare Advantage program has been
a resounding success by providing bet-
ter quality care with more options.
However, the proposed cuts to the pro-
gram, if enacted, will now mean that
seniors in Minnesota could see their
premiums increase by nearly $1,000 an-
nually. On top of that, seniors will face
a loss of benefits and less choice.

Mr. Speaker, we need to take steps to
strengthen our Medicare system and
ensure it stays solvent for generations
to come, and these proposed cuts are
not the answer. By encouraging more
health care coordination, creating bet-
ter incentives for providers, and using
new technologies, we can lower costs
while providing more improved care.
These are areas where we can find bi-
partisan agreement to make progress
and make sure that our seniors are pro-
tected from these devastating cuts.

————

REMEMBERING LANCE CORPORAL
ANDREW SILVA

(Mr. SWALWELL of California asked
and was given permission to address
the House for 1 minute and to revise
and extend his remarks.)

Mr. SWALWELL of California. Mr.
Speaker, today I rise to honor the life
of 23-year-old fallen Marine Lance Cor-
poral Andrew Silva of Union City, Cali-
fornia, who was tragically killed last
week by a drunk driver just over 1
month after returning home from Af-
ghanistan.
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Correction To Page H2787
April 1, 2014, on page H2787, the following appeared: Ms. DUCKWORTH. Mr. Speaker, I ask unanimous consent to remove my name as a cosponsor from H.R. 2998.

The online version should be corrected to read: Ms. DUCKWORTH. Mr. Speaker, I ask unanimous consent to remove my name as a cosponsor from H.R. 2988.
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