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people in Haiti have reliable access to
electricity.

The National Rural Electric Coopera-
tive Association International has been
working on a USAID-funded program
to bring electricity to the town of
Caracol and to nearby areas in north-
ern Haiti.

Today, more than 1,200 consumers in
the town of Caracol have access to reli-
able electricity. According to the U.S.
Agency for International Development,
USAID, some homes here now have an-
tennas for TVs; small businesses, like
Internet cafes, have been established;
and water treatment plants are in op-
eration.

Mr. Brandt, we thank you for your
service.

———————

TAKE MARIJUANA OUT OF THE
CONTROLLED SUBSTANCES ACT

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentleman from
Oregon (Mr. BLUMENAUER) for 5 min-
utes.

Mr. BLUMENAUER. Mr. Speaker,
last week, Attorney General Holder
said that he would be happy to work
with Congress to reexamine how mari-
juana is scheduled under Federal stat-
utes.

That is a thoughtful effort, but I
hope the Attorney General realizes
that the time for examination and re-
examination has passed. It is now time
for him and the administration to act.

The jury has returned its verdict on
medical marijuana. More than a mil-
lion patients use it in managing chem-
otherapy symptoms, chronic pain,
PTSD in our soldiers, and epilepsy,
particularly in severe epilepsy that af-
flicts children; 70 percent of Americans
think that medical marijuana should
be legal, and I honestly believe that, if
the other 30 percent had a child who
was subject to these severe epileptic
seizures or if a loved one had unbear-
able chronic pain, they would come
around as well.

Marijuana is currently listed as a
schedule I drug. That is the same clas-
sification as heroin or as LSD. It is
higher than cocaine or
methamphetamines. This makes no
sense whatsoever. No one dies from a
marijuana overdose, and the alleged
less dangerous methamphetamines
have been ravaging communities, par-
ticularly in rural and smalltown Amer-
ica, and people do die, and people do
commit violent acts.

The Attorney General has called on
Congress to act, and in fact, we have.
Working in a bipartisan way, we have
introduced a variety of bills that do ev-
erything from creating a regulatory
framework to tax marijuana, to bills to
protect State marijuana laws from
Federal interference, to legalizing the
production of industrial hemp; but the
dysfunction of Congress has kept these
simple, commonsense bills from pass-
ing to this point.

What we need is for the Attorney
General and those who work for him at

CONGRESSIONAL RECORD —HOUSE

the DEA to at least move marijuana off
the schedule I or the schedule II of con-
trolled substances. This is something
they can do under their own initiative.

Relisting or delisting marijuana
could make it easier for researchers to
gain access to the drug. It will allow
marijuana businesses, which are per-
fectly legal in over 20 States, to deduct
their business expenses like all other
legal businesses.

It could give States more flexibility
in dealing with it as a public health
issue, and it would reflect what every
teenager in America knows—but appar-
ently what the DEA does not know—
marijuana is not more dangerous than
cocaine and methamphetamines, and to
pretend otherwise means that young
people and the general public will take
the DEA less seriously.

I am inviting the Attorney General
to visit us here on Capitol Hill, or we
will go to his office to go over these
points in person with a bipartisan
group that has been working on these
issues, whose advice and counsel should
be helpful to him.

However, the easiest path forward for
the Attorney General remains the
same: take marijuana off the schedule
I. A cab ride to Capitol Hill is not
going to change that. We hope we can
see some action and see it soon.

———

WALT RICHARDSON

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentleman from
Florida (Mr. MILLER) for 5 minutes.

Mr. MILLER of Florida. Mr. Speaker,
I rise to recognize the life of Chief Mas-
ter Sergeant Walter H. Richardson,
United States Air Force, Retired, who
passed away on March 29, 2014.

Walt—who built his life on three pil-
lars of faith, hope, and love—was dedi-
cated to his country, his community,
his family, and above all, to the Lord.
I am privileged to honor a truly re-
markable man and an American hero.

Born and raised in Pensacola, Flor-
ida, Walt joined the Armed Forces to
serve his country and help provide for
his family. His career in the Armed
Forces spanned 30 years and included
service in the Korean and Vietnam
wars.

Walt was an original member of the
revered Tuskegee Airmen, training at
Tuskegee Army Airfield in a variety of
disciplines that would serve him well
throughout his entire career. A few
yvears ago, I had the honor of pre-
senting Walt the Congressional Gold
Medal for his service as a Tuskegee
Airman.

During his time in the military, Walt
was one of over 1,000 enlisted men se-
lected to integrate the Armed Forces.
Walt’s unwavering commitment to
service and immense leadership skills
were recognized when, while stationed
at Dover Air Force Base, he became the
first African American to be promoted
to the rank of master sergeant in the
field maintenance squadron.

He retired at the highest enlisted
rank in the Air Force, chief master ser-
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geant, as the senior enlisted adviser to
the commanding general of the 1st Spe-
cial Operations Wing at Hurlburt Field
in Florida.

Beyond his military service, Walt
was an accomplished writer, whose per-
sonal memoir is titled, ‘“‘How Great
Thou Art: A Black Boy’s Depression-
Era Success Story,” in addition to his
being a dedicated member of the north-
west Florida community as he served
as a deacon of St. Mary Parish in Fort
Walton Beach for over three decades.

Walt was known throughout the gulf
coast as a kind and warmhearted man
who was always helping his fellow citi-
zens. To his family, he was a loving and
devoted husband, father, grandfather,
and great-grandfather.

The legacy left by Walt Richardson
and his fellow Tuskegee Airmen had a
profound impact on the course of our
history.

Our Nation is proud and grateful for
the brave men and women like Walt
Richardson, who stared into the face of
racial discrimination and said: We are
one Nation under God, indivisible, with
liberty and justice for all.

Walt led an exemplary life of cour-
age, service, patriotism, and devotion
to faith and family, and his service to
God, family, and country will never be
forgotten.

Mr. Speaker, on behalf of the United
States Congress, I am humbled to
honor Chief Master Sergeant Walter H.
Richardson, United States Air Force,
Retired.

My wife, Vicki, and I send our sin-
cerest condolences to his wife of 60
years, Helen; to his eight children,
Walter, Pat, Lillie, Carmen, Henri,
Donna, William, and Carl; to their nine
grandchildren; to their four great-
grandchildren; and to the entire Rich-
ardson Family.

THE RYAN BUDGET: AN ATTACK
ON AMERICA

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentlewoman from
Ohio (Ms. FUDGE) for 5 minutes.

Ms. FUDGE. Mr. Speaker, this week,
the House begins deliberations on the
majority’s budget for fiscal year 2015,
better known as the Ryan budget.
Sadly, it is reminiscent of the same
misguided policy proposals rejected by
the American people time after time.

A budget is a moral document, a
roadmap to fiscal stability, and the se-
curity of the social safety net. The ma-
jority’s budget does neither. It is not a
serious document, and it is not respon-
sible.

According to the Center on Budget
and Policy Priorities, nearly 70 percent
of the cuts included in the majority’s
budget come from programs serving
low- and middle-income American fam-
ilies, programs like Pell grants, SNAP,
and Medicaid; yet no cuts were made
from defense funding. Instead, it re-
ceived a near $500 million increase.
Most would agree that a nation’s budg-
et reflects its priorities.
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