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Science estimates that the Ryan budg-
et would cut civilian research and de-
velopment by $92 billion from the cur-
rent baseline and $112 billion below the
President’s budget request.

These are striking reductions. Please
keep in mind that the National Science
Foundation’s total annual budget is
just over $7 billion. The Republican
budget cuts more research and develop-
ment funding every year than the en-
tire annual budget of the National
Science Foundation.

This is insanity. My colleagues on
the other side of the aisle have truly
divorced themselves from reality if
they think these cuts to research and
development won’t cripple our country
for decades to come.

Let’s talk about what the Repub-
licans want to cut.

It is estimated that technological in-
novation has led to the majority of
America’s economic growth since
World War II. Much of this innovation
has been funded by the Federal Govern-
ment.

Think back to the first grants that
NASA gave Robert Noyce’s upstart
company in the 1960s. Of course, he
went on to be the founder of Intel, the
largest computer chip maker in the
world. Or think of the NSF research
grant that led to the creation of
Google. The very Internet itself was
initially funded as a research project
by the Department of Defense and
rolled out by the National Science
Foundation.

You can look at virtually every as-
pect of our high-tech industry and the
economy and find a connection to Fed-
eral research and development funding.
To make dramatic and drastic cuts to
R&D funding in the name of deficit re-
duction is truly shortsighted.

My friend and former CEO of Lock-
heed Martin, Norm Augustine, fre-
quently gives the following analogy.
When an airplane is overloaded and too
heavy to fly, you don’t cut weight by
chopping off the engines. I think that
is a great analogy, because that is ex-
actly what this budget does. It cuts off
the engine of American innovation.

It would be bad enough if these deep
cuts only affected research and devel-
opment, but the Ryan budget will also
painfully cut education funding. In-
dexed for inflation, that budget would
cut hundreds of billions of dollars from
precollege and college education pro-
grams.

Let’s put these education cuts in con-
text.

In the last international student as-
sessment, U.S. students ranked 26th in
mathematics and 21st in science. We
are falling behind our economic com-
petitors in STEM education. The Re-
publican solution to this problem is to
throw in the towel. These educational
cuts sell our children out, plain and
simple.

Taken together, the cuts to research
and education in this Ryan budget
paint a dark picture of America’s fu-
ture. It is a picture where America no
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longer leads the world in innovation. It
is a picture where our children are not
prepared for the rigors of a competitive
21st century global marketplace. It is a
picture of America in decline.

I reject this future. I call upon my
colleagues on both sides of the aisle to
reject the Ryan Republican budget
that sells America short and, instead,
show support for robust education and
research funding and a strong Amer-
ican future.

———

CONGRESSIONAL BLACK CAUCUS
BUDGET

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentleman from
New York (Mr. JEFFRIES) for 5 minutes.

Mr. JEFFRIES. Mr. Speaker, I rise
today in opposition to the Ryan Repub-
lican budget and in support of the al-
ternative budget plan that has been
submitted by the Congressional Black
Caucus.

The CBC budget is an effort to take a
balanced approach to deficit reduction;
the GOP budget balances itself on the
backs of children, college students,
working families, middle class folks,
senior citizens, the poor, the sick, and
the afflicted.

The CBC budget would move America
forward; the GOP budget would take us
backward.

The CBC budget is designed to create
progress for the greatest number of
Americans possible; the GOP budget is
designed to promote prosperity for the
few.

As we engage in this budget debate,
we should be here on the floor of the
House of Representatives trying to find
ways to promote the American Dream
for the middle class and for those who
aspire to be part of it. Instead, the
Ryan Republican budget is a nightmare
for far too many Americans.

My good friends on the other side of
the aisle, Mr. Speaker, may suggest
that when we use language such as
that, it is hyperbole. Let’s examine
what the Ryan Republican budget ac-
tually does, because I believe, when
you put it to an evidence-based anal-
ysis, one can come to no other conclu-
sion than it will result in a nightmare
for far too many Americans.

The Ryan Republican budget would
cut more than $125 billion in food and
nutritional assistance for food-insecure
Americans. In this great country of
ours, the richest in the world, there are
more than 50 million Americans every
day who wake up hungry and food inse-
cure. Approximately 16 million of those
hungry Americans are children. Yet
the Ryan Republican budget would cut
$1256 billion in assistance to these
Americans. That is a nightmare.

The Ryan Republican budget would
also cut approximately $260 billion in
funding for higher education, essen-
tially robbing the capacity of so many
younger Americans to pursue the
American Dream of getting a college
education.

In this country, there is already
more than $1 trillion in collective stu-
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dent loan debt. That is more than $1
trillion. That reality, Mr. Speaker,
means that so many younger Ameri-
cans have an inability when they grad-
uate from college to purchase a home,
to start a family, to create small busi-
nesses. We are robbing these Americans
of a viable future. And $260 billion in
cuts to higher education funding, it
seems to me, is a nightmare for young-
er Americans.

The Ryan Republican budget would
also cut $732 billion from Medicaid. Al-
most two-thirds of the recipients of
Medicaid are actually seniors, the sick,
the disabled, and the afflicted. Don’t
believe this caricature that people like
to create as it relates to Medicaid. Sen-
iors, the sick, the afflicted, and the dis-
abled benefit from Medicaid, and the
Ryan Republican budget would cut $732
billion over a 10-year period from this
vital social safety net program? That is
a nightmare for the American people.
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So this is not hyperbole. Unfortu-
nately, this is reality.

I would urge my colleagues to take a
real close look at the Congressional
Black Caucus alternative, a fair and
balanced alternative, a budget that
would invest in job training and edu-
cation, invest in transportation and in-
frastructure, invest in research and de-
velopment, invest in technology and
innovation, invest in the American
people and our future.

That is why I am urging a ‘‘no’’ vote
on the Ryan Republican budget and a
““yes’ vote on the CBC alternative.

——————

WHAT YOU DON'T KNOW CAN
HURT YOU

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentleman from
Texas (Mr. AL GREEN) for 5 minutes.

Mr. AL GREEN of Texas. Mr. Speak-
er, it is said that what you don’t know
won’t hurt you. What you don’t know
won’t hurt you. I disagree.

What you don’t know about health
care can hurt you. What you don’t
know about a treatable condition that
can harm you, possibly kill you, what
you don’t know about it can hurt you.

I don’t believe in the idiom, the
adage, what you don’t know won’t hurt
you. I believe you should know the
truth because the truth can set you
free.

So let us take a moment now and
look at just one aspect of what is
called the Ryan budget. Let’s look at
health care. The Ryan budget repeals
the Affordable Care Act. It repeals it
without replacing it.

What you don’t know can hurt you.
But if you know the truth, it can lib-
erate you. We need to get the truth to
the masses so that the masses can un-
derstand the impact of repealing with-
out replacing.

Let’s reflect upon 2009, when we em-
barked upon the task of developing an
Affordable Care Act. In 2009, we were
spending $2.5 trillion per year on
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