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for the past 14 years, overseen
Rwanda’s rebirth and has made the
world proud of Rwanda’s incredible res-
urrection and progress.

At yesterday’s memorial service in
Rwanda, he offered these simple words
of everlasting hope:

As we pay tribute to the victims, both the
living and those who have passed, we also sa-
lute the unbreakable Rwandan spirit.

Mr. Speaker, I, too, salute the Rwan-
dan spirit and applaud the Rwandan
people on just how far they have come
in just a few years, just 20 years. At the
same time that I applaud the Rwandan
people, I admonish, I encourage, I
plead, I ask, I beg the International
Criminal Tribunal for Rwanda to con-
tinue their quest for justice and to
bring those to trial, those who have, up
to now, escaped the might of justice
and the appeal of justice-seeking peo-
ple throughout the world.

At the same time, Mr. Speaker, I
must remind our own government that
in 1994 we stood on this floor, in this
Congress, in this Capitol, in this Na-
tion, and we promised ourselves, we
promised the world, we promised any-
one who had ears to hear, that we
would never, ever again allow such bru-
tal violence to occur anywhere else in
the world, that we had finally learned
our lesson and that we would never
have to relearn this awesome and bru-
tal lesson. And yet, Mr. Speaker, we
still see the same thing occurring, the
same atrocities, the same murders and
rapes, the same pillaging, the same
acts of inhumane treatment toward fel-
low human beings. We bear witness
that this same thing is again hap-
pening all over our world.

Whether Syria or South Sudan, our
Nation, the United States of America,
the American people, and the entire
global community must rise up and
stand up shoulder to shoulder and en-
sure that humanitarian rights are pro-
tected all over this world. As we have
witnessed in Rwanda, global inaction
has already led to genocide. Global in-
action will always lead to genocide. We
simply cannot idly stand by and allow
genocide to continue in our world.

Mr. Speaker, I must close with a
quote from the English poet John
Donne, who said:

Any man’s death diminishes me, because 1
am involved in mankind.

I want to paraphrase Mr. Donne’s
quote and say that any human’s death
diminishes me, because I am involved
in humankind.

Again, hats off to you, my honorable
and humble colleague from the great
State of New York. You don’t surprise
me being the chief sponsor of this par-
ticular moment in time in the history
of this institution because, Mr. MEEKS,
this is just simply another step for
you, because when it comes to the his-
tory and when it comes to justice for
people throughout the world, it is a
step forward, and you are a stepper for
mankind.

Mr. MEEKS. Thank you, Mr. RUSH. I
thank you for having the broad shoul-
ders that I stand on and for being here.
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Let me wrap up. Over the last several
months, thousands of Rwandans have
watched as a torch symbolizing the
memory of those who perished, known
as the Flame of Remembrance, was
passed hand to hand, village to village,
across the nation. In a fitting climax
to its journey, that torch finally ar-
rived yesterday at the National Geno-
cide Memorial beneath dark skies and
a gentle rain. But the rain did not dis-
tinguish the flame, nor will it for the
next 100 days. The Flame of Remem-
brance will burn in Rwanda’s capital of
Kigali and remind the world of the 100
days of violence which marred its
streets 20 years ago. Let us work to-
gether to make sure, Mr. Speaker, that
it never happens again and that we can
live in peace.

I yield back the balance of my time.
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NEW BUREAU OF LAND MANAGE-
MENT LEASE AND PERMIT DATA

(Mr. THOMPSON of Pennsylvania
asked and was given permission to ad-
dress the House for 1 minute and to re-
vise and extend his remarks.)

Mr. THOMPSON of Pennsylvania.
Mr. Speaker, yesterday, the United
States Department of Energy released
its 2014 strategic plan, which reiterates
how the President is committed to an
all-of-the-above energy strategy.

I personally was pleased to hear the
administration reiterate their commit-
ment to expanding all of America’s do-
mestic energy resources, including fos-
sil fuels, which is fundamental to the
Nation’s future economic security.

The report also outlined the adminis-
tration’s goal to ‘‘decouple our econ-
omy from the global oil market.”

Unfortunately, the administration’s
policy continually falls short of their
unbelievable rhetoric.

Just one example: since President
Obama took office, total Federal oil
production has declined 7.8 percent and
Federal natural gas production has de-
clined 21 percent. It is no wonder, for
according to new data released this
week from the Bureau of Land Manage-
ment, Federal onshore oil and natural
gas leases and permits are at the low-
est levels in more than a decade.

Mr. Speaker, real energy security
will take actually pursuing, rather
than merely claiming, an all-of-the-
above energy approach.

———
IRAN

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under
the Speaker’s announced policy of Jan-
uary 3, 2013, the gentleman from Texas
(Mr. GOHMERT) is recognized for 60 min-
utes as the designee of the majority
leader.

Mr. GOHMERT. Mr. Speaker, there is
a deeply troubling matter that has
come before our government here in
the United States. Once again, Iran is
at the bottom of it. They have shown
since 1979, since President Carter basi-
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cally was pushing for the ouster of the
Shah, we turned on an ally who was
not a good man necessarily, but we—
well, actually, President Carter—hailed
the Ayatollah Khomeini as a man of
peace.

What has been wrought—to use the
words of Samuel F. B. Morse—has been
years and years of terrorism in the
hands of violent radical Islamic
jihadists.

Then we get word that Iran has
named one of the people involved in
the original hostage-taking incident in
Tehran in 1979 as its Ambassador to the
U.N.

At this time, I want to recognize my
very good friend from Colorado (Mr.
LAMBORN), who has really taken the
lead in an appropriate response from
our House.

Mr. LAMBORN. Mr. Speaker, I want
to thank the gentleman from Texas for
his leadership in getting this time to-
night so that we can talk about this
important issue.

Mr. Speaker, last week, we learned
something shocking and appalling. The
Iranian government wants to appoint a
terrorist as their Ambassador to the
United Nations. A man who assisted in
the 1979 terrorist attack on our em-
bassy in Tehran. A man who helped
hold American diplomats hostage for
444 days. This is a man that the sup-
posedly moderate new government in
Iran wants to represent Iran on Amer-
ican soil in New York City. This is un-
conscionable and this is unacceptable.
It is time for all of us to speak up with
one loud and unified voice against this
injustice.

Amazingly, at this moment, the
President of the United States does not
have the legal authority to keep this
man off of our shores. The President
can deny visas to diplomats if they
have been caught spying on ourselves
or our allies, but he can’t keep some-
one out of our country if they are a ter-
rorist. They can be admitted as a dip-
lomat and get a visa.

Last week, Senator TED CRUZ and I
introduced legislation to fix this prob-
lem. Our bill would give the President
the authority he needs to do the right
thing and to deny this man a visa. Sen-
ator CRUZ received strong support from
Democrats in the Senate like Senator
CHUCK SCHUMER of New York. The bill
passed the Senate unanimously last
night 100-0. How many issues pass the
Senate 100-0?

I am working here in the House to
quickly move this bill forward so that
we don’t have an Iranian terrorist
walking the streets of Manhattan with
diplomatic immunity.

It is mind-boggling, but if Osama bin
Laden himself had been named an Am-
bassador to the TUnited Nations by
somebody, the President would not
have had the legal authority to deny
him a visa. We have got to fix it. That
is why this legislation is before us. The
Cruz-Lamborn legislation would give
the President the ability to do the
right thing and to deny this Iranian
terrorist a visa.
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