April 10, 2014

That we must not fail to hold to account those
responsible for gross human rights violations.
If we fail to remember horrific acts like the Ar-
menian Genocide, we doom ourselves to re-
peat the most tragic chapters of history.

Accordingly, during my time in Congress, |
have cosponsored House resolutions that
have clearly stated the U.S. record regarding
the true nature of the Armenian Genocide—an
officially orchestrated ethnic execution of inno-
cent men, women and children.

In closing, | respectfully request that all my
colleagues join me today in honoring the vic-
tims and survivors of the Armenian Genocide.
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HON. CORRINE BROWN

OF FLORIDA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, April 10, 2014

Ms. BROWN of Florida. Mr. Speaker, | rise
today in honor of my constituent, April Green.

Born April Smith, Ms. Green was born in
Clarksburg, West Virginia to Janet Smith
Thomas on April 12, 1969. Raised by Janet
and Daniel Thomas in Jacksonville, Florida,
she was educated in the public school system,
graduating from Sandlewood High School in
1987. Upon completion of high school she at-
tended Georgia Southern University in
Statesboro, Georgia where she majored in bi-
ology and played on the basketball team. April
then enlisted in the Air Force Reserve, and
shortly after enlisting was deployed to the Mid-
dle East in support of Operation Desert Storm,
where she served in the Medivac Unit as a
medical assistant.

After serving her country and completing
college at Georgia Southern she returned to
Jacksonville, Florida and began a career in
banking. After many years at Barnett Bank of
Florida, reaching the position of Vice President
of Loans, April was called upon to serve in a
different capacity. In 2003 she was contacted
by her pastor, Bishop Rudolph McKissick, Sr.
to provide leadership in the role as the church
administrator and chief financial officer. At
Bethel Baptist Institutional Church, April over-
sees the day to day operation of the church
staff, finances and development. Bethel is the
oldest African American Church in the State of
Florida with a membership of approximately
11,000.

Always wanting to give back to the commu-
nity and having a passion to assist kids with
their quest to attend college and further their
education, April started the Jacksonville Pis-
tons, a non-profit organization that would ac-
complish that goal. She created a traveling
basketball organization for boys and girls be-
tween the ages of 8-17 with an emphasis on
academic achievement and personal growth.
To date she has mentored over 200 kids
whom attended college.

As she celebrates her 45th birthday, | speak
for the entire Fifth District in thanking April
Green for all her hard work serving the Jack-
sonville Community.
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Mr. BURGESS. Mr. Chair, yesterday, |
missed the House’s vote on Mr. MULVANEY’s
Substitute Amendment to H. Con. Res. 96.
The Substitute Amendment that Mr. MULVANEY
called for was the President’s Budget for Fis-
cal Years 2015 through 2024.

| was unfortunately not present while the
voting occurred. However, | would like the
RECORD to reflect that it was my intention to
vote “no” on the President’s Budget.

———
NATIONAL FAIR HOUSING ALLI-
ANCE COMPLAINT AGAINST

SAFEGUARD PROPERTIES

HON. MARCY KAPTUR

OF OHIO
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, April 10, 2014

Ms. KAPTUR. Mr. Speaker, yesterday, the
National Fair Housing Alliance and the Toledo
Fair Housing Center filed a Federal housing
discrimination complaint with the Department
of Housing and Urban Development against
Safeguard Properties headquartered in Ohio.
Safeguard is the Nation’s largest privately held
mortgage field services property preservations
company. Their business model involves
maintaining and marketing bank owned, fore-
closed homes (REO properties). The National
Fair Housing Alliance and its member organi-
zations have recently gathered evidence that
shows that companies like Safeguard are ne-
glecting and failing to maintain foreclosed
homes in minority and low income neighbor-
hoods.

In Toledo, Dayton, Baton Rouge, New Orle-
ans and Memphis, Safeguard has failed to
prevent blight from entering into the neighbor-
hoods that are most venerable in our country.
In an Office of the Inspector General report
they were named as one of the preservation
companies that would provide inaccurate infor-
mation and would manipulate photos of fore-
closed properties that it managed in their re-
ports to Fannie Mae. We cannot allow these
big corporations to continue taking advantage
of the American people. | would encourage
more States and representatives to investigate
situations like this and send a message to
these companies that we will not sit back and
allow them to profit off of the suffering of the
American people any more.

———
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Mr. BRALEY of lowa. Mr. Speaker, | rise
today to congratulate Aiddy Phomvisay on
being selected as the lowa Secondary Prin-
cipal of the year. Aiddy serves as the principal
at Marshalltown High School which is in my

E579

district. Aiddy was selected because of his
work in creating a culture of high expectations
for all learners.

Mr. Phomvisay began his career as a ninth
and tenth-grade teacher for the Ames Com-
munity School District. In 2008 he came to
Marshalltown to serve as the principal. He re-
ceived his bachelor's degree, masters de-
grees in curriculum and instruction and edu-
cational leadership, and his superintendent
certification from lowa State University.

Mr. Phomvisay was selected for this award
by a committee of lowa secondary principals,
and he is now a candidate for National High
School Principal of the Year. Aiddy has proven
that he is a leader at his school and through-
out the Marshalltown community. I'm proud to
call him a constituent, and congratulate him on
all of his success.
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Mr. LATHAM. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
congratulate and recognize Julie Vande Hoef
of Clive, lowa, for being named a 2014 Forty
Under 40 honoree by the award-winning cen-
tral lowa publication, Business Record.

Since 2000, Business Record has under-
taken an exhaustive annual review to identify
a standout group of young leaders in the
Greater Des Moines area who are making an
impact in their communities and their careers.
Each year, forty up-and-coming community
and business leaders under 40 years of age
are selected for this prestigious distinction,
which is based on a combined criteria of com-
munity involvement and success in their cho-
sen career field. The 2014 class of Forty
Under 40 honorees join an impressive roster
of 600 business leaders and growing.

Julie Vande Hoef currently serves as Policy
Advisor to lowa Governor Terry Branstad and
Lieutenant Governor Kim Reynolds. She main-
tains a wide breadth of expertise on several
policy issues including agriculture, natural re-
sources, financial services, insurance, cultural
affairs, and trade. Growing up on a family farm
in Jackson County, Julie’s family endured and
survived the 1980s farm crisis. Since then,
Mrs. Vande Hoef has immersed herself in gov-
ernment service to promote policies that ben-
efit the people of lowa. Before working for the
Office of the Governor, Julie served lowa Con-
gressman Jim Leach as a Legislative Assist-
ant, directed government affairs for Policy
Works, and was a member of the Greater Des
Moines Partnership’s government affairs com-
mittee. Mrs. Vande Hoef has also donned a
bulletproof vest in Iraq as she represented the
United States and instructed women and mi-
norities on the merits of democracy. Amidst all
her impressive accomplishments and contin-
ued service to our state, Julie’s top priority re-
mains being the best wife and mother she can
be to her husband Dustin and their son Tyson.
In all aspects of her life, Mrs. Vande Hoef is
an example of service, hard work, and lowa
values that our state can be proud of.

Mr. Speaker, it is a profound honor to rep-
resent leaders like Julie in the United States
Congress and it is with great pride that | rec-
ognize and applaud Mrs. Vande Hoef for uti-
lizing her talents to better both her community
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