April 30, 2014

shot and buried in a mass grave brings
reality to the horrible accounts of the
massacre. Every person had a name
and a story.

I have twice visited Auschwitz-
Birkenau. I walked through the rooms
where the prisoners slept, filled now
with the possessions they left behind. I
saw the fields where prisoners stood
waiting in line for their meager ra-
tions. I saw the walls where Jews were
lined up before Nazi soldiers shot them.
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I saw the gas chambers where you
could still see scratches on the walls
from prisoners desperate to escape.

Every person had a name and a story.

When I followed the train tracks out
of Auschwitz, I reversed the path that
led so many to their final resting
places. From that moment, I have com-
mitted to remember what happens
when senseless hatred prevails.

Unfortunately, the hatred and intol-
erance that led to these crimes against
humanity is still alive today.

At some point, no survivors of the
Holocaust will be alive to recount their
heroic and heartbreaking tales of sur-
vival. We must make sure that we
never repeat this dark mark on world
history by teaching our children toler-
ance, and never forgetting the innocent
victims of the Holocaust.

The Hebrew word ‘‘yizkor’ means
“we will remember.”” Though Holo-
caust Remembrance Day was observed
on April 28 this year, I ask that we
dedicate ourselves to remembering the
horrors of the Holocaust and commit
to prevent genocide in our lifetimes
and in the future.

——————

IN SUPPORT OF DESIGNATING
APRIL 30, 2014, AS “DIA DE LOS
NINOS: CELEBRATING YOUNG
AMERICANS”’

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentleman from
Texas (Mr. HINOJOSA) for 5 minutes.

Mr. HINOJOSA. Mr. Speaker, I rise
today to urge my colleagues on both
sides of the aisle to join me in recog-
nizing and celebrating ‘‘Dia de los
Ninos,” or ‘“Day of the Children.”

On April 30, many countries around
the globe, especially in the Western
Hemisphere, dedicate this special day
to the children.

Whereas, the National Latino Chil-
dren’s Institute, serving as a voice for
children, has worked with cities
throughout the United States to de-
clare April 30, 2014, to be Dia de los
Ninos: Celebrating Young Americans, a
day to bring together Latinos and
other communities in the United
States to celebrate and uplift children,
I urge all Americans to nurture and in-
vest in all children and support them
in leading healthy and prosperous
lives.

In honor of Dia de los Ninos, I en-
courage all Americans to instill cre-
ativity, ingenuity, and a love of learn-
ing in all children and to support Fed-
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eral investments that expand access to
a high quality education for all, from
cradle to career.

In honor of Dia de los Ninos, I urge
President Obama and House and Senate
leadership to pass commonsense immi-
gration reform and take bold steps to
protect immigrant children and keep
families together.

For Latinos, passing humane immi-
gration reform and reuniting children
and parents who have been separated
by our Nation’s broken immigration
system is of the utmost importance.
Family reunification and providing
much-needed relief to millions of im-
migrant children, youth, and families
is critical to the health and well-being
of Latino families and to our Nation’s
future.

In honor of Dia de los Ninos, I call on
our Nation’s parents to become more
involved in the education of our chil-
dren. As the primary teachers of family
values and culture, I urge parents to
encourage their children to go to col-
lege and to contribute to our Nation
and to their respective communities.

Above all, I ask parents to preserve
and pass on their rich language and
cultural traditions to future genera-
tions.

We in south Texas recognize the rich
cultural traditions that exist along the
U.S.-Mexico border region, and we are
proud that many of our children speak
at least two languages. We are deter-
mined to increase educational attain-
ment at every level.

In the United States, many Latino
families continue the tradition of hon-
oring their children on Dia de los
Ninos. Today, I wish to share this cus-
tom with my colleagues in both the
House and the Senate and with all
Americans.

Given the significance of Dia de los
Ninos in the Western Hemisphere, I
urge Congress to honor the gifts of
Latino and immigrant children to soci-
ety by designating April 30 as Dia de
los Ninos: Celebrating Young Ameri-
cans.

——
SCIENCE CHICKS

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentlewoman from
Illinois (Ms. DUCKWORTH) for 5 minutes.

Ms. DUCKWORTH. Mr. Speaker, the
Science Chicks, a new club in Mount
Prospect, Illinois, represents the future
of our country.

These 24 middle school girls built
their remote operating vehicle and
equipped it with motors and an under-
water camera. They did all the elec-
trical wiring themselves from scratch.
At a competition at the University of

Illinois, their submersible vehicle
picked up items from the bottom of the
pool’s floor.

These girls represent millions around
the country that have the ability to
achieve greatness in the STEM fields.
It is now our job to support them.

When I was in flight school learning
to become a helicopter pilot, all the
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flight instructors asked me to please
try to find more women to join the
Army flight school. They said that
women made excellent natural pilots,
but that they were less likely to even
come forward and apply to the flight
training program than their male
peers.

I wonder how many girls around the
country could achieve great things in
math, science, or even flight school,
but are simply unaware of the opportu-
nities that are out there for them. We
need to make sure that our public
schools have the resources to invest in
STEM education and that girls are en-
couraged to reach their full potential.

This is not only about empowering
our daughters, but building the future
of our economy and strengthening
American competitiveness abroad.
STEM education is crucial to providing
good jobs for future generations and al-
lowing our businesses to succeed.

Mr. Speaker, let’s follow the example
of the Science Chicks and support
STEM education throughout this coun-
try.

——————

A LOOK IN THE MIRROR

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentleman from
Tennessee (Mr. COOPER) for 5 minutes.

Mr. COOPER. Mr. Speaker, the job of
a Congressman is, simply put, to keep
America number one. This Congress is
failing at that job.

Today, the Financial Times reports
that, for the first time since 1872,
America will soon no longer have the
largest economy in the world.

This is the headline: ‘“‘China To Over-
take the U.S. As Top Economic Power
This Year.”

We are losing our position to China,
which is overtaking us some 3 years
earlier than expected.

Even more importantly, last week,
The New York Times reported that our
middle class, which used to be the
world’s richest, no longer is.

This Congress simply must take re-
sponsibility for this. We must pass job-
creating, pro-growth legislation. But
this Congress has failed to do that.

This Congress has failed to take up
and pass major infrastructure legisla-
tion, immigration reform, and tax re-
form.

We know how to solve many of these
pro-growth problems, but this Congress
is refusing to do so.

Mr. Speaker, my colleagues should
not blame anyone else for this mess.
We are the largest body of elected lead-
ers in this country. All we need to do
to solve these problems is look in the
mirror.

——————

STATEMENT ON ANNOUNCEMENT
BY NBA COMMISSIONER ADAM
SILVER

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentleman from
Illinois (Mr. RUSH) for 5 minutes.
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