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possible to support the Nigerian gov-
ernment to return these young women
to their homes and hold the perpetra-
tors to justice.” But we need actions to
back up those words, and I would like
to suggest three actions we should take
to help marshal a global response to
this heinous crime.

First, the United States should seek
a resolution from the U.N. Security
Council condemning this attack and
calling for member countries to extend
all appropriate assistance to Nigeria
and neighboring countries to help lo-
cate the victims of Boko Haram’s ab-
ductions and bring them home.

Second, we should move as quickly as
we can to provide intelligence, surveil-
lance, and reconnaissance assets to
contribute to the search for the miss-
ing girls. The countries of the region
have limited resources, and American
support with aerial and satellite sur-
veillance, similar to what we have pro-
vided to the hunt for Joseph Kony and
his so-called Lord’s Resistance Army in
Central Africa, could make a signifi-
cant difference in their ability to lib-
erate Boko Haram’s hostages.

Finally, we should work to strength-
en the capabilities of local authorities
in Nigeria, Cameroon, Chad, and other
countries in the region to counter
Boko Haram, protect children, particu-
larly girls, in their education systems,
and combat human trafficking.

I led a delegation last month to Mex-
ico focused on fighting human traf-
ficking, and one of the lessons I took
away from that was the critical impor-
tance of training local law enforce-
ment, prosecutors, and judges to recog-
nize trafficking when they see it. A
sharp-eyed police officer in one of these
countries can make all the difference
in finding these girls.

Make no mistake. How we respond to
the abduction of the schoolgirls of Ni-
geria will send a message about our Na-
tion’s commitment to human rights
and the fight against modern-day slav-
ery.

Human trafficking is a stain on the
conscience of the world. It is one of the
reasons I became involved in this issue,
having been a prosecutor and seeing
the devastation that prostitution and
trafficking and sex trafficking wreaks
on these girls.

In the United States we have our own
problems; 83 percent of our victims in
the United States are from the United
States. We have had several prosecu-
tions in my own State. We have had
prosecutions in North Dakota. It is one
of the reasons I introduced a bill with
Senator CORNYN. We have multiple au-
thors who go after this crime to look
at a smarter way to handle these cases,
which is modeled after the safe harbor
law, which Minnesota uses, as well as
12 other States.

The idea is to treat these girls as vic-
tims. Their average age is 13 years
old—not old enough to drive, not old
enough to go to their high school prom.
It takes that concept, puts it into a
comprehensive sex-trafficking strat-
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egy, and goes after this in our own
country.

It is now the world’s third largest
criminal enterprise—human traf-
ficking—right behind drugs and guns.
So do not think this is just something
that people are talking about. It is not.
It is happening right now.

Nicholas Kristof and his wife Sheryl
WuDunn wrote a book called ‘‘Half the
Sky,” named for the Chinese proverb
“women hold up half the sky.” It is
about human trafficking. It uses exam-
ples from all over the world. In it they
argue that ‘‘it is not hyperbole to say
that millions of women and girls are
actually enslaved today.” They esti-
mate that 2 million disappear each
year. In fact, this book was written
long before this happened in Nigeria,
and one of the examples they use is a
girl being abducted in Nigeria. One of
the examples they use is girls being ab-
ducted in Moldova, one of the poorest
countries in that region. Senator
McCAIN just went to Moldova and came
back. When he was there he asked:
Where are all the young girls and
women? The officials there told him:
Many of them have been trafficked to
other countries—trafficked to Russia.

This is happening right now, and
these girls in Nigeria need our help.
The girls abducted and apparently sold
into forced marriages in Nigeria are as
young as 15 years old. They are being
forced to endure what no one, let alone
a young girl, should ever have to expe-
rience.

Simply put, this is a barbaric prac-
tice that must be extinguished from
the world. In the book Kristof and his
wife wrote they liken the imperative of
abolishing human trafficking today to
what the British bravely did in the
early 1800s when Britain abolished slav-
ery.

They note that what mattered most
in turning the tide against slavery was
the British public. It was not the aboli-
tionists’ passion and moral conviction,
as important as that was, but instead
what turned the tide was what they
called the ‘“‘meticulously amassed evi-
dence of barbarity’”’—the human beings
packed into the hold of slave ships, the
stink, the diseases, the corpses, the
bloody manacles.

We cannot close our eyes to the clear
“‘evidence of barbarity’ unfolding be-
fore us in Nigeria. This is one of those
times when our action or inaction will
be felt not just by those schoolgirls
being held captive and their families
waiting in agony, but by victims and
perpetrators of trafficking around the
world. Now is the time to act.

I yield the floor.

———

RESERVATION OF LEADER TIME

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Under
the previous order, the leadership time
is reserved.

MORNING BUSINESS

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Under
the previous order the Senate will be in
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a period of morning business until 5:30
p.m. with Senators permitted to speak
therein for up to 10 minutes each.

Ms. KLOBUCHAR. I suggest the ab-
sence of a quorum.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
clerk will call the roll.

The legislative clerk proceeded to
call the roll.

The PRESIDING OFFICER
HIRONO). The Senator from Utah.

Mr. HATCH. Madam President, I ask
unanimous consent that the quorum
call be rescinded.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

Mr. HATCH. Madam President, I ask
unanimous consent that I be given
enough time to complete my speech.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection.

(Ms.

——
FREE SPEECH

Mr. HATCH. Madam President, it is
no secret that our Nation faces a num-
ber of critical problems. We have a na-
tional debt that currently stands at
$17.4 trillion. We are in the midst of an
entitlement crisis that threatens to
balloon our debt and swallow funding
for the rest of our government. We
have a still-struggling economy, which
was once again confirmed last week
with the announcement of lackluster
growth numbers. These are just some
of the problems we are facing. There
are numerous others.

With all the challenges in front of us,
you would think the Senate majority
and the President of the United States
would be focused on solving at least
one or two of these problems. Sadly,
that is not the case. In this heightened
partisan climate, my friends in the ma-
jority are far more often than not fo-
cused on two things: shoring up their
political base and marginalizing their
political critics. In other words, it is
all politics all the time.

It is pretty easy to find examples of
the Democrats’ efforts to solidify their
progressive base. Indeed, we have seen
it in just the last few weeks. Why else
do you think we have had show votes
on bills such as the so-called Paycheck
Fairness Act and minimum wage, espe-
cially since we already have laws that
say women should be paid fairly? Why
else did we have to endure the all-night
speech fest on climate change a few
weeks back? None of these efforts were
rooted in any Kkind of policy justifica-
tion. They certainly weren’t aimed at
benefiting our economy or creating
jobs. If anything, they would do ex-
actly the opposite. In fact, the CBO
confirmed that the Democrats’ latest
gambit here on the floor—the min-
imum wage—would actually cost our
economy somewhere upward of at least
half a million jobs.

All of these endeavors were aimed at
driving turnout for the Democratic
base in November, but that is just half
of the Democrats’ equation. The other
half is silencing their critics. Indeed,
over the past few years we have seen a
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