May 5, 2014

Washington. So this is a wonderful hol-
iday we all celebrate.

Mr. UDALL of Colorado. Mr. Presi-
dent, I support this resolution, with
Senator Cornyn and others, commemo-
rating Cinco de Mayo.

We all love Cinco de Mayo for the
food and festivities that we have grown
so accustomed to across our country.
However, we commemorate Cinco de
Mayo in order to celebrate the joint-
history and values that are shared by
both Mexicans and Americans. Cinco de
Mayo is a day that reminds us that the
citizens of Mexico possess the same
courage that we, as Americans, value
in ourselves. For that reason, the com-
memoration of Cinco de Mayo has tran-
scended from being a celebration of the
victorious Battle of Puebla that Mex-
ico won over France, to a celebration
of courage and a recognition of all con-
tributions that the Mexican-American
community has had both in Colorado
and in our great Nation. Celebrating
Cinco de Mayo brings pride to both the
Mexican-American community and all
Americans.

The courage displayed by Mexican
forces on May 5, 1862 parallels the cour-
age that we as Americans have used to
overcome adversity and thrive since
our founding. The victory of the belea-
guered force of Mexican troops at the
Battle of Puebla weakened France’s
immense resources and limited its abil-
ity to meddle in America’s Civil War.
As Mexico sought to defend itself from
European aggression, the Battle of
Puebla reminds us that the foundation
of the United States was also built
through battles in which the United
States often found itself as the under-
dog. Through courage, perseverance,
and the willingness to fight and die for
freedom, our Nation has become
stronger. These contributions that the
Mexican-American community has had
in our Nation should be celebrated as
part of our country’s history.

While Cinco de Mayo remains a Mexi-
can national holiday, the commemora-
tion of this holiday has become
imbedded in American culture. Both in
Colorado and throughout our Nation,
the contributions of the millions of
Mexican-American families are seen
throughout our communities. As in
years past, I continue to encourage my
fellow Coloradans to celebrate Cinco de
Mayo by remembering and educating
but also by coming together with
friends and neighbors to enjoy food,
music, and dancing.

Mr. MERKLEY. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the resolution
be agreed to, the preamble be agreed
to, and the motions to reconsider be
laid upon the table, with no inter-
vening action or debate.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

The resolution was agreed to.

The preamble was agreed to.

(The resolution, with its preamble, is
printed in today’s RECORD under ‘‘Sub-
mitted Resolutions.’”)
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DESIGNATING ST. LOUIS, MIS-
SOURI, AS THE ‘“NATIONAL
CHESS CAPITAL” OF THE

UNITED STATES

Mr. MERKLEY. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent the HELP Com-
mittee be discharged from further con-
sideration of S. Res. 102 and the Senate
proceed to its immediate consider-
ation.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

The clerk will report the resolution
by title.

The legislative clerk read as follows:

A resolution (S. Res. 102) expressing sup-
port for the designation of Saint Louis, Mis-
souri, as the ‘“National Chess Capital’’ of the
United States to enhance awareness of the
educational benefits of chess and to encour-
age schools and community centers to en-
gage in chess programs to promote problem-
solving, critical thinking, spatial awareness,
and goal setting.

There being no objection, the Senate
proceeded to consider the resolution.

Mr. MERKLEY. Mr. President, I fur-
ther ask that the resolution be agreed
to, the preamble be agreed to, and the
motions to reconsider be considered
made and laid upon the table, with no
intervening action or debate.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

The resolution (S. Res.
agreed to.

The preamble was agreed to.

The resolution, with its preamble,
reads as follows:

S. REs. 102

Whereas, in 2009 and 2011, the United
States Chess Federation awarded Saint
Louis, Missouri, the title of ‘“‘Chess City of
the Year’” and, in 2010, the Chess Club and
Scholastic Center of Saint Louis was named
‘‘Chess Club of the Year’’;

Whereas Saint Louis hosted the United
States Chess Championship and United
States Women’s Chess Championship in 2009,
2010, 2011, and 2012 and the United States
Junior Closed Chess Championship in 2010,
2011, and 2012, which are the three most pres-
tigious, invitation-only chess tournaments
in the United States;

Whereas the Chess Club and Scholastic
Center of Saint Louis opened its doors in
July 2008, and since that date, Saint Louis
has become widely recognized as the emerg-
ing chess center of the United States;

Whereas chess promotes problem-solving,
higher-level thinking skills, and improved
self-esteem;

Whereas the Chess Club and Scholastic
Center of Saint Louis brings the educational
benefits of chess to thousands of students in
more than 100 schools and community cen-
ters across the greater Saint Louis area, tar-
geting more than 3,300 students in 2011 and
2012;

Whereas the Chess Club and Scholastic
Center of Saint Louis offers free classes and
lectures, weekly tournaments, private les-
sons, summer camps, and field trips to ex-
pose school-aged children to the benefits of
chess;

Whereas the Chess Club and Scholastic
Center of Saint Louis provides instructors,
equipment, and curricula to after-school pro-
grams in the greater Saint Louis area;

Whereas the Chess Club and Scholastic
Center of Saint Louis offers a coaching pro-
gram to create a sustainable network of par-
ticipating after-school chess programs; and

102) was

S2677

Whereas Saint Louis has become a hub for
developing chess skills in students from
across the United States: Now, therefore, be
it

Resolved, That the Senate—

(1) expresses support for the designation of
Saint Louis, Missouri, as the ‘National
Chess Capital” of the United States;

(2) encourages the people of Saint Louis to
continue promoting the educational benefits
of chess among school-aged children; and

(3) encourages all schools and community
centers in the United States to engage in
chess programs to promote problem-solving,
critical thinking, spatial awareness, and goal
setting.

MEASURE PLACED ON THE
CALENDAR—S. 2280

Mr. MERKLEY. I understand that S.
2280 is at the desk and due for a second
reading.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
clerk will read the bill by title for the
second time.

The legislative clerk read as follows:

A Dbill (S. 2280) to approve the Keystone XL
Pipeline.

Mr. MERKLEY. I object to any fur-
ther proceedings with respect to the
bill.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Objec-
tion is heard.

The bill will be placed on the cal-
endar.

ORDERS FOR TUESDAY, MAY 6,
2014

Mr. MERKLEY. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that when the Sen-
ate completes its business today, it ad-
journ until 10 a.m. on Tuesday, May 6,
2014; that following the prayer and
pledge, the morning hour be deemed
expired, the Journal of proceedings be
approved to date, and the time for the
two leaders be reserved for their use
later in the day; that following any
leader remarks, the time until 11 a.m.
be equally divided and controlled be-
tween the two leaders or their des-
ignees prior to a cloture vote on the
motion to proceed to S. 2262, the En-
ergy Savings and Industrial Competi-
tiveness Act; that the Senate recess at
12:30 p.m. subject to the call of the
Chair to allow for the weekly caucus
meetings and the official photograph of
the 113th Congress; that if cloture is in-
voked on the motion to proceed to S.
2262, the time during the recess count
postcloture.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

PROGRAM

Mr. MERKLEY. There will be a roll-
call vote at 11 a.m. tomorrow.

Additionally, the official photograph
of the 113th Congress will be at 2:15
p.m. tomorrow.
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