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helped conduct reconnaissance patrols and
targeted enemy troops and armor and gun
emplacements in Tunisia and Libya.

When General Patton assumed command of
the U.S. Il Corps, he had key elements of his
former command transferred to his new com-
mand, including Bob and most of the scout
platoon. Under the command of General Pat-
ton, the U.S. Il Corps took on Rommel's
famed Afrika Korps and defeated the Germans
in two key battles.

In November 1943, Bob was injured in the
line of duty. He was sent for recuperation to
an Army hospital in Palm Springs, California.
Following his recuperation, Bob returned to
serve on limited duty and was transferred to
the 9025th Technical Service Unit at Fort Mac-
Arthur, where he served until his discharge in
October 1945.

During his time in the Army, Bob rose to the
rank of staff sergeant and served in cam-
paigns in Tunisia, Sicily, and ltaly. He was
awarded the Combat Infantry’s Badge, the
Purple Heart, the Good Conduct Medal, the
European-Africa-Middle Eastern Campaign
Medal, and the World War Il Victory Medal.

Bob spent the rest of his life serving his
community with the same tenacity and devo-
tion with which he served in the Army. He was
elected to the Chowchilla Union High School
(CUHS) Board of Education and the
Chowchilla Water District. He also served as a
Director for the Federal Land Bank and was a
member of the Chowchilla Spring Festival and
the CUHS Ag Advisory. He was a Past Com-
mander and Life Member of the Veterans of
Foreign Wars Post 9896 and American Legion
Post 148 in Chowchilla. He and his wife Lillian
had four children, six grandchildren, and one
great-grandchild.

Mr. Speaker, | ask my colleagues to join me
in paying tribute to the life and service of Mr.
Robert Danieli, who was a shining example of
the tenacity, courage, and dedication em-
bodied by a serviceman.

HONORING MS. KATHERINE S.
JOHNSON

HON. BENNIE G. THOMPSON

OF MISSISSIPPI
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, May 6, 2014

Mr. THOMPSON of Mississippi. Mr. Speak-
er, | rise today to honor a remarkable student
in Clarksdale, Mississippi.

Katherine S. Johnson is the daughter of Ms.
Veda Johnson and granddaughter of Mrs.
Katherine Johnson. She is a native of Clarks-
dale, Mississippi and is currently a student at
Clarksdale High School.

Katherine comes from a community called
the “brick yard” which has a strong gang pres-
ence. Her phenomenal relationship with her
grandmother who loved and nurtured her as-
sisted in her upbringing.

As she entered her teenage years, she put
aside the valuable lessons taught by her
grandmother, and it was very easy for her to
assimilate herself to what was going on in her
neighborhood.

As Katherine matriculated to Clarksdale
High School as a freshman, she found herself
becoming better acquainted with the principal
than her teachers due to fighting, truancy, and
a lack of respect for authority.
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However, Mrs. Katherine, her grandmother
and namesake, was there at the school to
check on her and steer her back on the right

ath.

P Although behaviorally, Katherine strayed,
academically she maintained very respectable
grades and became a member of the March-
ing Wildcats. These activities helped make a
difference in her maturation.

Desiring a greater academic challenge in
her sophomore year she enrolled in all Ad-
vanced Placement classes which the Clarks-
dale Municipal School District offered. She
was promoted to section leader in the school
band and will graduate with the title of Honors
with Distinction during commencement exer-
cises on May 22, 2014.

The unfortunate situation is that her beloved
grandmother and namesake will not be there
to witness the fruits of her labor due to re-
cently passing. It will be difficult for Katherine
to bask in the glow of her well-deserved ac-
complishments without the major cornerstone
of her support system not being there; but in
her honor, she will continue to strive to be the
awesome young lady that Mrs. Johnson loved,
nurtured, and encouraged her to become.

Mr. Speaker, | ask my colleagues to join me
in recognizing Katherine S. Johnson, an
amazing student for her dedication to suc-
ceed.

—————

CONGRATULATING CARLOS HAR-
RISON ON HIS BOOK CHRON-
ICLING THE STORY OF HERO
STREET IN SILVIS, ILLINOIS

HON. CHERI BUSTOS

OF ILLINOIS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, May 6, 2014

Mrs. BUSTOS. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
congratulate Carlos Harrison on his excellent
work telling the story of Hero Street in Silvis,
lllinois.

Carlos is a Pulitzer Prize winning journalist,
editor and author whose most recent book
brought him to a small street in my district.
The twenty-two Mexican-American families liv-
ing on Second Street in Silvis, lllinois sent
fifty-seven of their children to fight in World
War Il and Korea. In total, over 100 men and
women from those one and a half blocks have
served in the US Armed Forces. No other
area of comparable size in the country has
had so many men and women in uniform, and
in honor of them, the street was renamed
Hero Street USA in 1967.

Carlos’s book, The Ghosts of Hero Street:
How One Small Mexican-American Commu-
nity Gave So Much in World War Il and Korea,
will be released on May 6th with an event in
Silvis at Hero Street Park, which is dedicated
to the eight sons of Hero Street who lost their
lives in those two conflicts. It is fitting that he
will celebrate with the community, because the
story of Hero Street is not just about those
who fought and gave their lives, but also
about the perseverance and values of the
families and community they left behind in
Silvis.

Mr. Speaker, I'd like to thank Carlos Har-
rison for telling the important and inspirational
story of the families of Hero Street and the
fifty-seven brave young men who put their
lives on the line to serve their country and
fight to protect the American Dream.
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COMMEMORATING
REPRESENTATIVE JIM OBERSTAR

HON. PETER A. DeFAZIO

OF OREGON
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, May 6, 2014

Mr. DeFAZIO. Mr. Speaker, today we gather
to honor Congressman Jim Oberstar, a true
gentleman of the House who ably represented
Minnesota’s 8th District for 36 years. He was
a fixture of the Transportation and Infrastruc-
ture Committee starting as staff in the 1960s
and 1970s, and then as a member and finally
Chairman from 2007 to 2011. | was blessed to
work, and sometimes ride, alongside Jim for
many years.

As a tireless advocate on transportation
issues, Jim earned well-deserved admiration
in many circles, including in my home state of
Oregon. He accompanied me on tours as an
advocate for increased infrastructure invest-
ment. Jim truly understood the importance of
the investment as a way to create American
jobs, improve safety, and build roads and
bridges to accommodate a 21st Century econ-
omy. His passion and leadership are evident
in projects across the country.

Jim was also an avid cyclist, and | am
grateful | had the opportunity to show him my
state in 2007 during the Cycle Oregon event.
He was one tough athlete, easily outpacing
cyclists half his age.

Like many people in Washington, DC, Min-
nesota and beyond, | feel fortunate to consider
Jim not only a colleague, but a friend and a
mentor. | only wish he had lived long enough
to share all of his knowledge with the rest of
us.

My sympathy goes out to his loved ones, in-
cluding his wife, Jean.

——

HONORING THE SERVICE OF
STEWART ROLLER

HON. JIM COSTA

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, May 6, 2014

Mr. COSTA. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
recognize Mr. Stewart Roller for serving the
United States of America honorably during the
Vietnam War. Stewart's commitment to the
American people and 30 years of service to
the U.S. Navy deserves to be commended.

Stewart was born in 1939 in Parsons, Kan-
sas. He received a bachelor's degree from
Baker University in 1961 and enrolled in the
School of Dentistry at the University of Mis-
souri, where he received his Doctor of Den-
tistry Science degree in 1965.

Instead of joining a lucrative dentistry firm,
Stewart entered active duty just as the war in
Vietnam was beginning to escalate. He com-
pleted Field Medical Training at Camp Pen-
dleton and was commissioned as a lieutenant
in the U.S. Navy Reserve.

As part of the U.S. Navy, Stewart was as-
signed to provide medical support for the Third
Marine Division in Vietnam. Stewart served as
an assistant division dental officer and pro-
vided emergency medical aid to wounded Ma-
rines, while also performing regular services.

Stewart provided support for the 3rd and 4th
Marine Regiments during Operation Hastings,
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their first major operation against the North Vi-
etnamese Army, in July 1966. Operation Prai-
rie followed in October 1966, where casualties
mounted for the medical staff. Stewart’s serv-
ice was vital during this operation where more
than 1,400 Marines were killed and more than
9,000 were wounded.

After serving in Vietnam for thirteen months,
Stewart returned to the States and served as
an Assistant Dental Officer. In July 1968, he
transferred to the Naval Reserve, where he
continued to serve as an Assistant Dental Offi-
cer and was promoted to Training Officer, Ex-
ecutive Officer, and Staff Dental Officer.

In 1981, Stewart assumed duties as the De-
partment Head for the Naval Reserve at Naval
Air Station Lemoore. In the following years,
Stewart was promoted to Commanding Officer
for the Naval Reserve Hospital at Naval Air
Station Lemoore and served as Staff Dental
Officer for the Reserve Readiness Command
of Region Twenty.

From July 1988 to September 1991, Stewart
served as Commanding Officer for the Naval
Reserve Dental Clinic in San Francisco. Dur-
ing his tenure, productivity per provider rose
dramatically.

After 30 years of service in the U.S. Navy,
Stewart retired with the rank of Captain. For
his service, he was awarded the Presidential
Unit Citation, the Navy Unit Citation, the Na-
tional Defense Service Medal, the Vietnam
Service Medal, the Vietham Campaign Medal
with Device, the Vietnamese Cross of Gal-
lantry Unit Citation with Frame, 30—Year Naval
Reserve Award, and Expert Rifle and Expert
Pistol Awards.

In 2003, the Governor appointed Stewart to
the rank of Colonel in the California State Mili-
tary Reserve. Stewart received additional
awards, including the California State Military
Reserve Meritorious Achievement Medal and
Military Reserve Service Ribbon.

Stewart is a Life Member of the Chowchilla
Veterans of Foreign Wars Post 9896 and a
Life Member of the San Francisco Dental So-
ciety, Dental Association, and American Den-
tal Association.

While serving in the reserve, Stewart also
engaged in a private dental practice in San
Francisco. He subsequently served for more
than seven years as a staff dentist at the Val-
ley State Prison for Women.

Mr. Speaker, | ask my colleagues to join me
in recognizing the service of Mr. Stewart Roll-
er for his dedication to our country. He is a
source of pride for our Central Valley and the
entire nation.

———

RECOGNIZING DEBORAH HERSMAN
FOR HER SERVICE AS CHAIRMAN
OF THE NATIONAL TRANSPOR-
TATION SAFETY BOARD

HON. GERALD E. CONNOLLY

OF VIRGINIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, May 6, 2014

Mr. CONNOLLY. Mr. Speaker, | rise to rec-
ognize the distinguished tenure of Deborah
Hersman, who is leaving as Chairman of the
National Transportation Safety Board after
serving 10 years on the Board and five years
as chairman.

Ms. Hersman, 43, is a resident of Lorton,
Virginia, in my district. She is the daughter of
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a retired Air Force Brigadier General and
spent much of her childhood abroad before
her family settled in Northern Virginia, where
she attended Chantilly High School. While in
college at Virginia Tech, Ms. Hersman in-
terned in the office of Congressman Bob Wise
of West Virginia. After graduation, she re-
turned to Congressman Wise’s office, ulti-
mately serving as a senior legislative aide.
After several years working on the House
side, she joined the staff of the Senate Com-
mittee on Commerce, Science, and Transpor-
tation, where she rose to the position of Staff
Director.

In 2004, President George W. Bush ap-
pointed Ms. Hersman to a 5-year term on the
NTSB. President Obama reappointed her in
2009 and also nominated her as Chairman,
making her the youngest person to serve in
that role at age 39. Ms. Hersman has presided
over the NTSB during a very active period for
the organization. She has presided over a
number of high-profile accident investigations,
including the collision of two Metro Red Line
trains, the airplane crash involving Senator
Ted Stevens in 2010, and the collision be-
tween two freight trains in Oklahoma in 2012.
In the face of all those tragedies, and dozens
more, Ms. Hersman displayed remarkable
poise and provided a reassuring presence with
her calm, confident leadership.

In addition to her investigatory duties, Ms.
Hersman helped to broaden the mission of the
NTSB. She focused not just on what hap-
pened after a tragedy, but also what the gov-
ernment could do to prevent such tragedies
from occurring in the first place. By focusing
on behaviors that cause transportation acci-
dents, like fatigue and intoxication, Ms.
Hersman helped shape the NTSB into a more
proactive organization. She recently an-
nounced she is leaving public service to be-
come president and chief executive officer of
the National Safety Council.

Mr. Speaker, | urge my colleagues to join
me in recognizing Deborah Hersman for her
tremendous service to our nation. | commend
her for all the work she has done to keep our
roadways, railways, and airspace safe for all
Americans. | offer my heartfelt congratulations
to Ms. Hersman on her accomplishments, and
I wish her and her family all the best in her fu-
ture endeavors.

———

EXPATRIATE HEALTH COVERAGE
CLARIFICATION ACT OF 2014

SPEECH OF

HON. CHRIS VAN HOLLEN

OF MARYLAND
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, April 29, 2014

Mr. VAN HOLLEN. Mr. Speaker, | rise today
in opposition to the latest version of H.R.
4414, the Expatriate Health Coverage Clari-
fication Act of 2014. | want to commend my
colleague JOHN CARNEY on his efforts to ad-
dress the needs of expatriate health care
plans and to ensure that the jobs created by
managing these plans remain in the United
States. However, the bill, in its current form,
would create more problems than it resolves.
As you know, the Affordable Care Act estab-
lished new coverage standards and protec-
tions for millions of Americans, including that
they cannot be denied coverage for pre-
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existing conditions nor have their benefits
capped at arbitrary annual and lifetime limits.
Unfortunately, the bill contains potential loop-
holes that could weaken coverage for many
families and immigrant workers who live in the
United States. While | do believe the text of
the bill has been improved since its initial con-
sideration, there is still more work to be done.
According to the Statement of Administration
Policy, the Administration echoes our con-
cerns and it remains willing to work with Con-
gress to find a reasonable solution. | hope my
colleagues in the Senate will make the nec-
essary changes in order to resolve this matter
as quickly as possible.
——

CONGRATULATING THE BURLESON
FAMILY

HON. MARK MEADOWS

OF NORTH CAROLINA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, May 6, 2014

Mr. MEADOWS. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
recognize Brooke, Adam, and Holland
Burleson of Spruce Pine, North Carolina. The
Burleson family has inspired a community and
proven that we all can make a difference.

On April 26, 2014, the Burleson family orga-
nized the first-annual Run for Holland 5k and
1 Mile Fun Run. They organized the race to
raise funds and awareness for families with
children who have been diagnosed with Down
Syndrome and other special needs. There was
overwhelming support in the small community
of Spruce Pine, with over 290 participants and
more than 8,000 dollars raised.

Inspired by the birth of their daughter, Hol-
land, on August 2, 2013, Brooke and Adam
Burleson have gone above and beyond in
shining light on this issue. Just months before
Holland was born, Adam and Brooke found
out their daughter had a very high chance of
having Down Syndrome. In the months after,
they found strength from other parents in their
community. The Burleson family is now recip-
rocating those efforts.

This family is a true inspiration for us all.
They have not only faced adversity, but con-
quered it by helping other families going
through similar situations. They have taught us
that no matter what situation God gives you,
He can give us the strength to overcome it.

Mr. Speaker, | am proud to congratulate the
Burleson family and the Spruce Pine commu-
nity for their commitment to helping others. It
is truly an honor to represent them in Con-
gress.

———
HONORING HIGH SCHOOL STU-
DENTS IN FLORIDA’S PALM

BEACHES AND TREASURE COAST
FOR THEIR COURAGEOUS DECI-

SION TO JOIN THE U.S. ARMED
FORCES
HON. PATRICK MURPHY
OF FLORIDA

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
Tuesday, May 6, 2014

Mr. MURPHY of Florida. Mr. Speaker, | rise
today to honor 23 high school seniors from the
Treasure Coast and Palm Beaches of Florida
for their commendable decision to enlist in the
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