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Neighborhood Watch programs have re-
sponded to the challenge, expanding beyond
their traditional crime prevention role to help
neighborhoods focus on disaster prepared-
ness, emergency response, and terrorism
awareness.

While every Neighborhood Watch program
in the country deserves our recognition and
appreciation, the Camelot Neighborhood
Watch Program stands out as one of the best
in the Nation. The CNWP is the oldest, con-
tinuously active Neighborhood Watch in the
United States. In the 35 years since its incep-
tion, the CNWP has achieved great success,
helping lower the general crime rate in its
community. Boasting the largest number of
volunteers in Northern Virginia, the CNWP is
the “eyes and ears” of local law enforcement,
informing the authorities of suspicious activi-
ties and giving their neighbors peace of mind.

Those who take the time to cast a watchful
eye on their surroundings ensure a safer,
friendlier place to live. Through committed
neighborhood watch, CNWP participants have
proven that community involvement can and
does make a difference. In 2013, the CNWP
volunteers conducted 599 patrols totaling 763
hours. There are 50 active patrollers, each of
whom volunteered an average of 64 hours per
month.

One of the greatest assets of the CNWP is
its ability to bring neighbors together. In that
spirit | am proud to recognize Mr. Paul Cevey,
CNWP founder and coordinator for the first 12
years; Mr. Dave Shonerd, who for the next 11
years continued to mold the program into the
great success it is today; and Mr. Frank Vajda
who continues the great CNWP tradition.

Years of CNWP success have merited sev-
eral notable accolades. The Fairfax County
Mason District Police Department has recog-
nized the CNWP as one of the most effective
crime reduction units in the county. In fact,
Camelot is one of the most crime-free commu-
nities in Fairfax County and the CNWP de-
serves much of the credit. The Virginia Crime
Prevention Association has also recognized
the CNWP as the Best Neighborhood Watch
in Virginia.

Mr. Speaker, in closing, | would like to thank
the Camelot Neighborhood Watch Program for
35 years of dedicated service to its commu-
nity. Programs like the CNWP are vital in our
efforts to combat crime. | call upon my col-
leagues to join me in applauding the CNWP’s
past accomplishments and in wishing the pro-
gram continued success in the many years to
come.

——————

CALVARY BAPTIST CHURCH OF
SAN DIEGO’S 125TH ANNIVERSARY

HON. JUAN VARGAS

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
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Mr. VARGAS. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
honor Calvary Baptist Church of San Diego on
its 125th anniversary and to recognize its long
service to the African American community.
Calvary Baptist Church of San Diego was one
of the first African American Baptist churches
in San Diego to address the emotional, phys-
ical, and spiritual needs of the African Amer-
ican community.

Throughout the vyears, Calvary Baptist
Church has honored its history through faith,
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forgiveness, fellowship, friendship, and family
and community union. As it did 125 years ago,
Calvary Baptist Church continues to support
the emotional, physical, and spiritual needs of
the African American communities throughout
San Diego.

Calvary Baptist Church of San Diego has
prospered, reaching new heights physically, fi-
nancially, and spiritually. | would like to com-
mend Calvary Baptist Church of San Diego on
their 125th anniversary and thank them for
their enormous contributions to our commu-
nity.

ISRAELI INDEPENDENCE DAY

HON. NITA M. LOWEY

OF NEW YORK
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, May 6, 2014

Mrs. LOWEY. Mr. Speaker, this year, we
celebrate 66 years of Israeli independence as
well as over six decades of steadfast friend-
ship between Israel and the United States.

When President Truman recognized the
State of Israel on May 14, 1948, only eleven
minutes after David Ben-Gurion declared inde-
pendence, the United States became an un-
wavering supporter of the Jewish state.

Israel is now our strongest ally in the Middle
East as well as the longest-standing democ-
racy in the region. It's a partnership based on
shared values and common goals.

That is why the United States will continue
to be the greatest force against efforts to
delegitimize Israel in the international commu-
nity as well as the greatest advocate for a
lasting peace between Israel and the Palestin-
ians and recognition of Israel by all of her
neighbors.

Together, we will continue our efforts to turn
these goals into a reality.

| join all Israelis in celebrating this year’s
Yom Ha’atzmaut.

———

OUR UNCONSCIONABLE NATIONAL
DEBT
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OF COLORADO
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Mr. COFFMAN. Mr. Speaker, on January
20, 2009, the day President Obama took of-
fice, the national debt was
$10,626,877,048,913.08.

Today, it is $17,468,093,940,076.33. We've
added $6,841,216,891,163.25 to our debt in 5
years. This is over $6.8 trillion in debt our na-
tion, our economy, and our children could
have avoided with a balanced budget amend-
ment.

———

RECOGNIZING THE SERVICE OF
JACKY PARKS

HON. JIM COSTA

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
Tuesday, May 6, 2014

Mr. COSTA. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
recognize Mr. Jacky Parks for being honored
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as the 2014 Labor Leader of the Year by the
Fresno, Madera, Tulare, and Kings Central
Labor Council. The outstanding contributions
he has made to the law enforcement commu-
nity in Fresno and the entire San Joaquin Val-
ley must be commended.

Jacky was born and raised in Oakdale, Cali-
fornia. Upon graduating from Oakdale High
School in 1983, Jacky went on to attend
Merced Community College where he majored
in criminal justice.

In 1985, Jacky was hired by the State of
California and began his career as a peace of-
ficer. Throughout his law enforcement career
of nearly three decades, Jacky has served as
a patrol officer, field training officer, narcotic
detective, and street violence detective. For
the past 19 years, Jacky has been with the
City of Fresno Police Department.

In October 2004, Jacky’s peers elected him
to be president of the Fresno Police Officer's
Association (FPOA), a position he has held for
a record five consecutive terms. As president,
Jacky serves as the lead negotiator for the
FPOA Basic and Management Units. He co-
ordinated and participated in a successful
campaign to defeat California Propositions 74,
75, 76, and 77, and joined forces with local
labor leaders to successfully defeat the City of
Fresno’s Measure “G.”

In addition to serving as President of FPOA,
Jacky serves in other leadership positions.
Jacky is a member of the City of Fresno
Health and Welfare Trust, and he sits on the
executive committee and board of directors of
the Peace Officer Research Association of
California (PORAC). Jacky is a terrific rep-
resentative for the Fresno Police Department
and regularly participates in community events
and town hall meetings. In addition, he is ac-
tive in educating law enforcement labor groups
around the state and nation.

Throughout his career, Jacky has dem-
onstrated an unwavering commitment to serv-
ice. In 1989, Jacky left the World Series base-
ball game to work with the California State Po-
lice in assisting citizens affected by the 1989
San Francisco earthquake. He also served as
a street violence detective investigating the
Marcus Wesson homicide case which resulted
in a successful prosecution and conviction.

Because of Jacky’s efforts, he has been the
recipient of several awards presented by the
Fresno Police Department including: a Life
Saving Medal, the Fresno Police Department
Nominee Rookie of the Year award, and the
Southeast District Police Officer of the Year
award. Jacky also received a special recogni-
tion award at the 2008 PORAC Conference for
his dedication and efforts to promoting the
goals of the organization.

Mr. Speaker, it is with great respect that |
ask my colleagues to join me in recognizing
Mr. Jacky Parks for his service and commit-
ment to our community. His hard work and
dedication to ensuring public safety is greatly
appreciated.

HONORING CALEB ROBINSON
HON. BENNIE G. THOMPSON

OF MISSISSIPPI
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, May 6, 2014

Mr. THOMPSON of Mississippi. Mr. Speak-
er, | rise today to honor, Caleb Robinson, a
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