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jokes, and the thought of him speaking what-
ever came to mind will forever live on in his
family and making them laugh.

Bud was married to Ammie Lee Owens and
to that union, seven children were born. He
accepted Christ at an early age at Pleasant
Grove M.B. Church where he was a faithful
member until his health failed.

Mr. Speaker, | ask my colleagues to join me
in recognizing the late Mr. Benjamin “Bud”
Spires for his dedication and desire to share
his harmonic talent with so many.
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AND THE 28TH ANNUAL LEADER-
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Mr. CONNOLLY. Mr. Speaker, | rise today
to recognize the 40th Anniversary of The
Women’s Center of Vienna, Virginia, and to
congratulate the recipients of the 28th Annual
Leadership Conference Awards.

Founded in 1974, The Women Center ini-
tially focused on career counseling and semi-
nars. Since then, the Center has expanded its
services and become a counseling and re-
source center for financial, career, legal and
psychological needs of women, men, and fam-
ilies, regardless of their ability to pay. The
Center’s staff includes more than 65 therapists
and career counselors who provide a full
range of services. In the past year, the Center
served more than 4,200 clients and provided
over 31,000 hours of counseling and services.

For 28 years, The Women’s Center has
hosted an annual conference. This year's
Leadership Conference celebrates “The
Power to Influence” and will focus on women’s
ability to make a positive difference in their
communities and their own lives. Six women
who have made extraordinary contributions
will also be honored, and | am pleased to
enter their names into the Congressional
Record.

Maureen Bunyan is an award-winning, vet-
eran television news broadcaster and anchor
for ABC7/WJLATV. She is a founder and
board member of the International Women’s
Media Foundation, a founder of the National
Association of Black Journalists, a member of
the National Advisory Board of the Casey
Journalism Center on Children & Families, the
Girl Scout Council of the Nation’s Capital
Women’s Advisory Board, the Advisory Com-
mittee of Women in Film & Video and Women
of Washington.

Susan B. Chodakewitz is a highly recog-
nized and accomplished Senior Executive with
a track record of turning around, building and
growing businesses. Ms. Chodakewitz cur-
rently serves as President of Tetra Tech AMT
(AMT), which specializes in aviation manage-
ment and information technology. Under her
leadership AMT was named the 2010 Large
Business of the Year by the FAA. She re-
ceived the SmartCEO’s Brava Award in 2012
and was named one of the “2011 Women
Who Mean Business” by the Washington
Business Journal.

Holly Petraeus is the Assistant Director, Of-
fice of Servicemember Affairs for the Con-
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sumer Financial Protection Bureau (CFPB). An
active-duty military spouse for over 37 years
and a former Department of the Army civilian
employee, Mrs. Petraeus has extensive expe-
rience as a volunteer leader in military family
programs. In recognition of her expertise and
contributions, Mrs. Petraeus has been award-
ed the Department of Defense Medal for Dis-
tinguished Public Service, the Department of
the Army Decoration for Distinguished Civilian
Service, and the Oklahoma Medal of Free-
dom.

Linda Singh is commercial director of
Accenture Federal Service’s public safety
business. Her project management and imple-
mentation experience spans civilian, public
safety, and Department of Defense organiza-
tions. Ms. Singh manages a second career as
a brigadier general in the Maryland Army Na-
tional Guard in which she has served for more
than 32 years. Ms. Singh recently returned
from a military deployment in Afghanistan,
where she served as Afghan Security Forces
operations chief with the 29th Infantry Division
and now serves as the Director of the Mary-
land National Guard joint staff.

Anne-Marie Slaughter is the president and
CEO of the New America Foundation and the
Bert G. Kerstetter '66 University Professor
Emerita of Politics and International Affairs at
Princeton University. From 2009-2011, she
served as the director of Policy Planning for
the United States Department of State, the
first woman to hold that position. Prior to her
government service, Dr. Slaughter was Dean
of Princeton’s Woodrow Wilson School of Pub-
lic and International Affairs from 2002-2009
and Professor of International, Foreign, and
Comparative Law at Harvard Law School from
1994-2002.

Susannah Wellford is the founder of two or-
ganizations designed to raise the political
voice of young women in America. Ms.
Wellford founded Running Start to inspire
young women and girls to political leadership
and the Women Under Forty Political Action
Committee (WUFPAC), which is the only polit-
ical action committee in the United States de-
voted to helping young women of all parties
run for elected office.

Mr. Speaker, | ask my colleagues to join me
in commending The Women’s Center for im-
proving the psychological, career, financial,
and legal well-being of women and their fami-
lies, and in congratulating this year’s honorees
for their tremendous contributions to our com-
munity and the nation.
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Mr. COSTA. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
recognize Mr. Ray Pool for the outstanding
contributions he has made to the farming com-
munity in Madera and the entire San Joaquin
Valley. Ray is more than deserving to be hon-
ored as Senior Farmer of the Year by the
Madera Chamber of Commerce.

Ray has strong roots in Madera County.
Upon graduating from Madera High School,
Ray joined the United States Air Force where
he developed a love for flying planes. When
World War Il ended, he moved to Nevada
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where his father owned a cattle ranch. He
herded wild horses with an airplane, but unfor-
tunately, it ended after a short time due to an
accident he endured losing his leg and an
eye. In 1950, he moved back to Madera
where he began a lifelong journey of farming.

Ray’s many accomplishments can be attrib-
uted to his determination and willingness to
never give up. The first time he grew cotton,
corn, and alfalfa, he nearly lost all of his
money. However, instead of giving up, he
worked for Cal-Air Dusters to earn extra cash.
He saved enough to start his own crop dusting
company, Ray Pool Dusting. As a crop duster,
Ray met several farmers, and he formed part-
nerships that ultimately resulted in the expan-
sion of his farm. By 1971, in addition to crop
dusting, Ray was also farming 225 acres of al-
monds and 150 acres of grapevines.

Flying and farming will always have a spe-
cial place in Ray’s heart, but his achievements
would never have been possible if not for the
support of his devoted wife, Audrey. Ray and
Audrey haven given back to their community
in so many ways, and they must be com-
mended for all of their great efforts.

Mr. Speaker, it is with great respect that |
ask my colleagues in the House of Represent-
atives to recognize Ray Pool as the Senior
Farmer of the Year presented by the Madera
Chamber of Commerce. Ray’s success is ex-
emplary of the American Dream, and he
serves an inspiration for all of us.

———
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Mr. SABLAN. Mr. Speaker, | rise to cele-
brate the contributions of Joaquin Camacho
Arriola, who, with more than 60 years of prac-
tice as a highly respected lawyer in the courts
of Guam and the Northern Mariana Islands,
and as one of Guam’s first Chamorro lawyers,
has received the Hustisia Award. The award is
given to recognize a person or organization
that has contributed significantly to the admin-
istration of justice and the improvement of
government in Guam. The Hustisia Award was
presented to Mr. Arriola on May 2, 2014 in
Guam by the Guam Judiciary.

Joaquin Arriola was born on December 29,
1925 to the late Vicente Fernandez Arriola
and the late Maria Soledad Camacho Arriola.
Mr. Arriola lived an idyllic, rural life up until
World War |l, when, along with the rest of
Guam, he had to endure years of harsh Japa-
nese occupation. But when the U.S. returned
to Guam, the teenaged Joaquin Arriola took
action and was wounded by a Japanese hand
grenade while leading a squad of the 77th In-
fantry Division of the U.S. Army.

Following the war, Mr. Arriola graduated
from Guam’s George Washington High School
and then in 1950 cum laude from the College
of St. Thomas in Minnesota. Three years later
Mr. Arriola earned a Juris Doctor degree from
the University of Minnesota. He helped finance
his college education by working part-time dur-
ing the school year and in the summer labor-
ing fourteen-hour days for a construction and
painting company at the minimum wage of
seventy-five cents an hour.
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