May 7, 2014

Mr. Speaker, please join me in congratu-
lating the City of Fairburn on this momentous
anniversary. Fairburn’s storied history coupled
with their innovative push to make their com-
munity not only a livable, but innovative, is
truly something to be admired.

———
HONORING THE LIFE AND
ACHIEVEMENTS OF CHANDRA

DIANE CHAMPION-WALKER

HON. STEVE COHEN

OF TENNESSEE
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, May 7, 2014

Mr. COHEN. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
honor the life and achievements of life-long
Memphian Chandra Diane Champion-Walker,
who passed away Wednesday, March 19,
2014. Chandra Champion-Walker was born on
December 30, 1959, and was the first-born
daughter of Dr. Charles and Carolyn Bailey
Champion, the owners of Champion’s Phar-
macy and Herb Store on Elvis Presley Boule-
vard in Memphis, Tennessee. She attended
Father Bertrand Elementary School and grad-
uated from Memphis Catholic High School in
1977. She furthered her education by attend-
ing Memphis State University, Talladega Col-
lege and Lemoyne-Owen College, where she
graduated in 1983 with a Bachelor of Arts De-
gree in Business Administration.

Following in the footsteps of her family,
Chandra became a Certified Pharmacy Tech-
nician and joined the family business in deliv-
ering pharmaceutical and alternative medi-
cines to the people of Memphis. Her father,
Dr. Champion, a renowned herbal pharmacist,
referred to her as his “Rock” and has received
many prestigious awards with her by his side.
These include the Bowl of Hygeia Award for
outstanding community service by a phar-
macist and the 1987 Pharmacist of the Year
Award.

Chandra proved to be a woman capable of
showing endless love and affection for all peo-
ple who entered her life. She was a selfless
giver and was always willing to help a friend
in need. It was said that she always thought
about how to take care of and make things
better for others—never about how to take ad-
vantage of any situation for her own gain.
Such compassion for others is rare among
people and all who knew her are fortunate to
have been able to call her a friend.

Chandra Diane Champion-Walker leaves
behind her husband, Jeffrey Lind Walker; her
children, Charles Edwin Champion and Jes-
sica Michelle-Lynne Walker; her parents,
Carolyn Bailey and Dr. Charles Champion; her
adoptive grandmother, Bernice Sullen; two sis-
ters, Dr. Charita “Ricky” Champion Brookins
and Dr. Carol “Cookie” Champion; one niece,
Rikki Charee Brookins, and many other loving
friends and family throughout Memphis. She
was eulogized at Mt. Olive Cathedral C.M.E.
Church in Memphis, which she joined as a
young child. The city of Memphis has lost a
beloved member of the community and the dif-
ference she made each and every day will be
remembered. | ask all of my colleagues to join
me in honoring Mrs. Chandra Diane Cham-
pion-Walker. Hers was a life well-lived.
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LYMPHEDEMA AWARENESS WEEK
HON. DAVID P. ROE

OF TENNESSEE
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, May 7, 2014

Mr. ROE of Tennessee. Mr. Speaker, today
| hope to raise awareness of lymphedema, a
debilitating disease for which no cure has yet
been developed.

Lymphedema is a blockage of lymph ves-
sels that causes an accumulation of fluid, pro-
tein, and other cellular waste. This results in a
swelling of the body in places where the
blockage occurs. Though lymphedema can be
passed down genetically, it most frequently
occurs after surgical procedures to remove
damaged lymph nodes or vessels. Often it is
a tragic side-effect to cancer treatments, the
highest risk occurring in breast and prostate
cancer patients.

Doctors can screen for lymphedema using a
number of diagnostic tools, and early detection
is important to minimize the effects of this dis-
ease. Lymphedema, sadly, is not curable, but
it is treatable through compression, specially
designed exercises, or, in some cases, sur-
gery.

One of my constituents, Jennifer Onks
Hovatter of Johnson City, lost her husband
Thomas to complications arising from
lymphedema in 2007. Every year around June
18th—the day that Thomas passed away—
Jennifer holds the Thomas Hovatter
Lymphedema Awareness Day in memory of
her husband. This year, Lymphedema Aware-
ness Day is June 21.

Jennifer’s efforts to raise public recognition
of this disease—which have been reported on
by the Associated Press—led the Tennessee
legislature to declare that the third week of
June each year to be “Lymphedema Aware-
ness Week.”

| applaud Jennifer for her tireless work to
bring awareness to lymphedema, and encour-
age all Americans to learn more about this
condition.

———————

RECOGNIZING THE WORK OF THE
LATINO CHILDREN AND FAMI-
LIES COUNCIL

HON. MARK POCAN

OF WISCONSIN
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, May 7, 2014

Mr. POCAN. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
recognize the tremendous work of the Latino
Children and Families Council and their pro-
grams for the Latino community in Wisconsin’s
Second District.

The Latino Children and Families Council
hosts El Dia de los Ninos, an annual event in
Madison, Wisconsin for Latino children and
their families. This event includes music, food
and plenty of games and educational activities
for youth to enjoy. Also featured are opportuni-
ties for parents to receive information about
childcare, parenting and the resources avail-
able to them in our community. The day cul-
minates with a parade of Latin American Na-
tions which allows the children to showcase
their talents and celebrate their heritage.

Through education and advocacy, the Coun-
cil continually promotes the success and
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wellbeing of Latino children and families. The
Council promotes strong partnerships between
community organizations and works to ensure
our schools provide quality education that is
inclusive of all students and the unique back-
grounds from which they come and the di-
verse languages that they speak. The Council
also provides leadership, giving a strong voice
to the concerns of the Latino community.

| am proud to celebrate Saturday, May 3,
2014 as “El Dia de los Ninos.” | thank the
Latino Children and Families Council for their
efforts to engage with and support the Latino
community in Madison. This recognition is a
most fitting honor of the important work that
they do, not just today but throughout the
year.

————

IN RECOGNITION OF THE 110TH
BIRTHDAY OF EULA MAE BREW-
ER PROPHITT

HON. MIKE ROGERS

OF ALABAMA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, May 7, 2014

Mr. ROGERS of Alabama. Mr. Speaker, |
ask for the House’s attention today to honor
Mrs. Eula Mae Brewer Prophitt on the occa-
sion of her 110th birthday.

Mrs. Prophitt was born in Our Town, Ala-
bama. When she was nine, she went to live
with her brother, James William Brewer, and
at 11, she began working at Avondale Mills in
Alexander City. In fact, Mrs. Eula Mae Prophitt
worked in textile mills including Avondale Mills,
Mr. Vernon Mills, M. Snower Mill, Pepperell
Manufacturing Company, Swift Spinning Mills,
and Opelika Manufacturing, until she retired at
the age of 66.

Eula Mae married Mr. Willis Guary Prophitt
on March 10, 1923. They were blessed with
four daughters, Ruby Frances, Mary Elisabeth,
Willard Carolyn, and Dorothy Jeanette. Mrs.
Prophitt has many grandchildren, great-grand-
children, and great-great-grandchildren.

Mrs. Prophitt served with her husband, a
Church of God pastor, teaching young people
in Sunday School for 37 years. She continued
to independently maintain her home until age
ninety, and now lives with her eldest daughter,
Ruby. Mrs. Prophitt enjoys a little gardening
and her beautiful flowers.

Mr. Speaker, please join me in celebrating
Mrs. Prophitt’s 110th birthday. She is a bless-
ing to her family and friends, and they plan to
celebrate her birthday this Saturday, May
10th.

HONORING MR. CAO K. O

HON. NYDIA M. VELAZQUEZ

OF NEW YORK
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, May 7, 2014

Ms. VELAZQUEZ. Mr. Speaker, | rise to
recognize an important pillar in New York’s
Asian American community, an advocate for
equality and progress, and a steadfast cham-
pion for justice, Mr. Cao K. O.

Mr. O was a founding member of the Asian
American Federation (AAF) and served as its
first executive director until late last year. Over
more than 23 years, Mr. O built the Federation
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into a leading pan-Asian organization. Under
his leadership, the organization has become
renowned in a range of areas that advance
the Asian American community.

Under Mr. O’s direction the organization has
been a leader in policy research, examining
the root causes of issues afflicting the commu-
nity and helping develop commonsense solu-
tions that better the lives of thousands of New
Yorkers. The Federation has produced numer-
ous studies examining the economic and men-
tal health effects of 9/11 on New York’s Asian
American community, how to best care for the
Asian community’s elderly and children, and
how to address poverty among this demo-
graphic group.

Beyond shaping the policy dialogue, Mr. O’s
emphasis on nonprofit capacity building and
philanthropy has also led the AAF to steer re-
sources to a range of community based orga-
nizations that tackle real world problems fac-
ing New York’s Asian Americans. The Federa-
tion has raised and leveraged $10 million and
made grants to organizations benefitting chil-
dren, women, elders and recent immigrants,
improving the lives of thousands of New York-
ers.

Mr. Speaker, Mr. O himself is an immigrant.
Born and raised in Vietnam, he arrived a ref-
ugee in this country in 1975. It is clear that he
has never forgotten his personal struggles but
has instead used them as inspiration to help
those around him. This Friday, the Asian
American Federation will honor Mr. O for his
many contributions. In advance of this celebra-
tion, | would ask my colleagues to join me in
saluting this public servant for his many ac-
complishments on behalf of the Asian Amer-
ican community.

HONORING THE CONTRIBUTIONS
OF THE “MEMPHIS 13"

HON. STEVE COHEN

OF TENNESSEE
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, May 7, 2014

Mr. COHEN. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
honor 13 individuals who broke the barrier of
segregation in the Memphis City Schools on
October 3, 1961. Formally known as the
“Memphis 13,” these trailblazers of integration
were the first African-American students to be
enrolled in the all-white Memphis City Schools
system at a time when institutional desegrega-
tion was widely criticized. The challenges and
accomplishments of these courageous Mem-
phians have been recognized across the
country thanks to the work of University of
Memphis Law Professor Daniel Kiel in his
2011 documentary, “The Memphis 13.”

Almost 53 years ago, 13 first-grade students
bravely entered the doors of Bruce, Gordon,
Rozelle and Springdale Elementary Schools.
These students, Sheila Malone Conway, E.C.
Freeman Fentress, Alvin Freeman, Deborah
Holt, Dwania Kyles, Sharon Malone, Pamela
Mayes, Jacqueline Moore, Joyce Bell White,
Leandrew Wiggins, Clarence Williams, Harry
Williams and Michael Willis (Menelik Fombi),
were some of America’s bravest civil rights’
activists, even at such young ages. At a time
when the nation was witnessing widespread
segregation and animosity towards African-
Americans who desired equal opportunities,
these young civil rights leaders and their fami-
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lies made a choice to take a step towards
equality for all.

Before the momentous actions of the “Mem-
phis 13,” Memphis City Schools had never be-
fore afforded African-American students the
opportunity to receive a fair and full education.
This pioneering instance of school integration
went forth with little public discussion or ad-
vanced news attention. Because of the heart-
felt work of Professor Daniel Kiel and his doc-
umentary, the stories of these children, who
dared to receive an equal education in a de-
segregated school system, are now being
heard by communities throughout the country.

As a strong believer in the importance of
education, | cannot thank enough the “Mem-
phis 13” for blazing the trail for other African-
American students to receive the education
they deserve and Daniel Kiel for telling their
story. The selfless actions by the “Memphis
13” paved a way for students to receive an
equal education in Memphis and across the
nation. The difference that these legends
made will always be remembered and cele-
brated by the city of Memphis. | ask all of my
colleagues to join me in honoring the “Mem-
phis 13.”

————

HONOR OUR PUBLIC SERVANTS
THIS WEEK

HON. ROBERT J. WITTMAN

OF VIRGINIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, May 7, 2014

Mr. WITTMAN. Mr. Speaker, today | rise to
recognize our Nation’s public servants and to
thank them for their important contributions to
our country.

In every community across America, federal
employees work to make sure the government
is effective and keep us safe; their daily con-
tributions to their fellow citizens and to the
cause of freedom are simply innumerable. And
in America’s First District, there are many
hardworking and dedicated patriots who serve
the people of this nation every day.

As we celebrate Public Service Recognition
Week, which started on Sunday, May 4, and
ends on Saturday, May 10, | want to express
my utmost gratitude to the country’s federal
employees as well as our dedicated state,
county and local public servants for their tire-
less service. | am proud to represent the tens
of thousands of federal employees and retir-
ees who live in the First District of Virginia.

Congress charges these individuals with im-
portant duties and expects these duties to be
performed with the highest caliber of exper-
tise—but rather than being recognized for their
service, these public servants see their salary
and benefits continually used as a pawn in the
game of politics. | have opposed these efforts
because | believe that as Congress continues
to ask our federal civilian workforce to do
more with less, we should instead be standing
with them in recognition of their service.

From the CIA agents on the front lines of
the War on Terror to the FBI agents finding
suspected terrorists—our Nation’s public serv-
ants perform critical national security jobs that
make our country a safer place. As the House
votes to establish a new Select Committee on
Benghazi, it is important to note that the For-
eign Service officers representing our govern-
ment at the U.S. consulate and annex where
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the September 11, 2012, attack occurred were
federal employees.

In addition to serving abroad, our Nation’s
federal employees frequently risk their lives to
protect us here at home as well. The Customs
and Border Patrol and DEA agents working to
fight illegal immigration, human trafficking and
drug running operations are federal employ-
ees.

These men and women often get little to no
recognition for their work, but day in and day
out are repeatedly put in harm’s way.

We must also recognize the public servants
who are not directly in dangerous situations,
but on a daily basis perform duties imperative
to our safety. Defense civilian riggers, machin-
ists, refuelers and engineers who repair so-
phisticated weaponry systems at our Army de-
pots, Air Force bases and shipyards are the
federal employees who support our military
personnel.

The scientists at Department of Energy lab-
oratories, NASA astronauts, engineers and re-
searchers all work to keep America competi-
tive in the ever increasingly global economy.
Meteorologists at the weather service track
life-threatening storms, such as hurricanes,
tornadoes, tsunamis and blizzards so that we
can prepare to the best of our ability for in-
clement weather and natural disasters.

The nurses and doctors at the VA who mind
for our veterans and wounded warriors, re-
searchers at NIH working to find a cure for
cancer, diabetes and Alzheimer's—all are fed-
eral employees. The FDA public health in-
spectors who track E. coli and salmonella out-
breaks to make certain that our food is safe to
eat are federal employees.

Air traffic controllers at FAA work to have
safe skies for travelers. Federal firefighters
protect homes and businesses during a na-
tional forest fire. National Park Service rangers
facilitate safe hiking on historic grounds and
camping in our parks and tours of our battle-
fields.

These are only but a few of the vital serv-
ices federal employees provide to our Con-
gressional Districts and the Nation alike. The
federal workforce is full of dedicated and com-
mitted citizens who exemplify patriotism in ev-
erything they do and | hope my colleagues will
join me in honoring them for their service to
ensure the security of our Nation.

————

RECOGNIZING THE 2013 RESTON
ASSOCIATION VOLUNTEER SERV-
ICE AWARDS

HON. GERALD E. CONNOLLY

OF VIRGINIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, May 7, 2014

Mr. CONNOLLY. Mr. Speaker, | rise today
to recognize the recipients of the 2013 Reston
Association Volunteer Service Awards. The
Reston Association (RA) is the largest home-
owners’ association in Virginia and one of the
largest in the country with more than 21,000
homes wunder its jurisdiction. Among other
roles, RA serves as the steward of Reston’s
architectural aesthetics, recreational amenities,
and environmental resources.

RA relies on hundreds of volunteers who
serve on boards, committees, and projects to
carry out its mission to keep Reston a model
community where all can “Live, Work, Play,
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