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produce goods. Vaccines and other medicines 
will last only so long without refrigeration, and 
that requires steady electrical power. A stu-
dent studying by candlelight or by the light of 
a lantern is a quaint notion that can no longer 
be the reality of young Africans striving to 
build a better life. 

H.R. 2548 will improve access to affordable, 
reliable electricity in sub-Saharan Africa, 
where more than two-thirds of Africans lack 
access to electricity. This bill does not provide 
electricity as a gift; it facilitates cooperation 
between our government and African govern-
ments in finding the most efficient and effec-
tive means of establishing electric power for 
their citizens. By requiring our Administration 
to create a comprehensive multiyear strategy, 
H.R. 2548 ensures that there is a mutually 
agreeable plan that can be implemented by fu-
ture Administrations and Congresses in col-
laboration with willing African partners. This 
bill also calls on U.S. representatives to inter-
national institutions to leverage other inter-
national support for providing electricity to Afri-
ca. 

I call on my colleagues to join with us in vot-
ing for H.R. 2548. In doing so, we will not only 
provide power for Africa, but we also will ener-
gize our dreams for Africa’s current and future 
development. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
question is on the motion offered by 
the gentleman from California (Mr. 
ROYCE) that the House suspend the 
rules and pass the bill, H.R. 2548, as 
amended. 

The question was taken. 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. In the 

opinion of the Chair, two-thirds being 
in the affirmative, the ayes have it. 

Mr. MCCLINTOCK. Mr. Speaker, on 
that I demand the yeas and nays. 

The yeas and nays were ordered. 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-

ant to clause 8 of rule XX, further pro-
ceedings on this motion will be post-
poned. 

f 

URGING BURMA TO END PERSECU-
TION OF ROHINGYA PEOPLE 

Mr. ROYCE. Mr. Speaker, I move to 
suspend the rules and agree to the reso-
lution (H. Res. 418) urging the Govern-
ment of Burma to end the persecution 
of the Rohingya people and respect 
internationally recognized human 
rights for all ethnic and religious mi-
nority groups within Burma, as amend-
ed. 

The Clerk read the title of the resolu-
tion. 

The text of the resolution is as fol-
lows: 

H. RES. 418 

Whereas over 800,000 Rohingya ethnic mi-
nority live in Burma, mostly in the western 
Rakhine state; 

Whereas currently, approximately 140,000 
Rohingya are internally displaced in central 
Rakhine state and hundreds of thousands 
have fled to neighboring countries, including 
at least 231,000 in Bangladesh, at least 15,000 
in Malaysia, and many more in Thailand and 
Indonesia; 

Whereas the current Government of 
Burma, like its predecessors, continues to 
use the Burma Citizenship Law of 1982 to ex-
clude from approved ethnic groups the 

Rohingya people, despite many having lived 
in northern Rakhine state for generations, 
and has thereby rendered Rohingyas state-
less and vulnerable to exploitation and 
abuse; 

Whereas the Rohingya have historically 
experienced other particularized and severe 
legal, economic, and social discrimination, 
including restrictions on travel outside their 
village of residence, limitations on their ac-
cess to higher education, and a prohibition 
from working as civil servants, including as 
doctors, nurses, or teachers; 

Whereas authorities have also required 
Rohingya to obtain official permission for 
marriages and have singled out Rohingya in 
northern Rakhine state for forced labor and 
arbitrary arrests; 

Whereas the Government of Burma has 
forcefully relocated Rohingya into relief 
camps, where they lack decent shelter, ac-
cess to clean water, food, sanitation, health 
care, the ability to support themselves, or 
basic education for their children; 

Whereas a two-child policy sanctioned 
solely upon the Rohingya population in the 
districts of Maungdaw and Buthidaung in 
northern Rakhine state restricts the rights 
of women and children, prevents children 
from obtaining Burmese citizenship, denies 
Rohingyas access to basic government serv-
ices, and fosters discrimination against Mus-
lim women by Buddhist nurses and mid-
wives; 

Whereas the United States Department of 
State has regularly expressed since 1999 its 
particular concern for severe legal, eco-
nomic, and social discrimination against 
Burma’s Rohingya population in its Country 
Report for Human Rights Practices; 

Whereas the level of persecution, including 
widespread arbitrary arrest, detention, and 
extortion of Rohingya and other Muslim 
communities, has dramatically increased 
over the past year and a half; 

Whereas communal violence has affected 
both Muslims and Burma’s majority Bud-
dhist population, but has overwhelmingly 
targeted Burma’s ethnic Muslim minorities, 
which altogether comprise less than 5 per-
cent of Burma’s population; 

Whereas violence targeting Rohingyas in 
Maungdaw and Sittwe in June and July of 
2012 resulted in the deaths of at least 57 Mus-
lims and the destruction of 1,336 Rohingyas 
homes; 

Whereas on October 23, 2012, at least 70 
Rohingyas were killed, and the Yan Thei vil-
lage of the Mrauk-U Township was de-
stroyed; 

Whereas the United Nations High Commis-
sioner for Human Rights reported possessing 
credible evidence of the deaths of at least 48 
Rohingyas in Du Chee Yar Tan village in 
Maungdaw Township, Rakhine state in Janu-
ary 2014, and human rights groups reported 
mass arrests and arbitrary detention of 
Rohingya in the aftermath of this violence; 

Whereas Burmese officials have denied the 
killings of Rohingyas in Du Chee Yar Tan 
village in January 2014 and responded to 
international media coverage of the violence 
with threats against media outlets, includ-
ing the Associated Press; 

Whereas violence has also targeted Mus-
lims not of Rohingya ethnicity, including 
riots in March 2013 in the town of Meiktila 
that resulted in the death of at least 43 Bur-
mese Muslims, including 20 students and sev-
eral teachers massacred at an Islamic school, 
the burning of at least 800 homes and 5 
mosques, and the displacement of 12,000 peo-
ple; 

Whereas on October 1, 2013, riots involving 
more than 700 Buddhists in Thandwe town-
ship resulted in the death of 4 Kaman Mus-
lim men and the stabbing death of a 94-year- 
old Muslim woman; 

Whereas over 4,000 religious, public, and 
private Rohingya structures have been de-
stroyed; 

Whereas Rohingyas have experienced and 
continue to experience further restrictions 
on their practice of Islam, culture, and lan-
guage; 

Whereas the violence against ethnic Mus-
lim populations, including the Rohingya and 
other Muslim groups, is part of a larger trou-
bling pattern of violence against other eth-
nic and religious minorities in Burma; 

Whereas the Government of Burma ex-
pelled Medecins Sans Frontieres from 
Rakhine state, leaving Rohingya commu-
nities and others without access to health 
care and life-saving treatment for malaria, 
tuberculosis, and HIV; and 

Whereas the Rakhine state threatens to 
ban all unregistered nongovernmental orga-
nizations from operating in Rakhine state, 
severely limiting the provision of necessary 
services to Rohingyas and others in need: 
Now, therefore, be it 

Resolved, That the House of Representa-
tives— 

(1) recognizes the initial steps Burma has 
taken in transitioning from a military dicta-
torship to a quasi-civilian government, in-
cluding the conditional release of some polit-
ical prisoners, and calls for more progress to 
be made in critical areas of democracy, con-
stitutional reform, and national reconcili-
ation in order for Burma to achieve its own 
goal of political liberalization; 

(2) calls on the Government of Burma to 
end all forms of persecution and discrimina-
tion of the Rohingya people and ensure re-
spect for internationally recognized human 
rights for all ethnic and religious minority 
groups within Burma; 

(3) calls on the Government of Burma to 
recognize the Rohingya as an ethnic group 
indigenous to Burma, and to work with the 
Rohingya to resolve their citizenship status; 

(4) calls on the United States Government 
and the international community to put con-
sistent pressure on the Government of 
Burma to take all necessary measures to end 
the persecution and discrimination of the 
Rohingya population and to protect the fun-
damental rights of all ethnic and religious 
minority groups in Burma; and 

(5) calls on the United States Government 
to prioritize the removal of state-sanctioned 
discriminatory policies in its engagement 
with the Government of Burma. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentleman from 
California (Mr. ROYCE) and the gen-
tleman from New York (Mr. ENGEL) 
each will control 20 minutes. 

The Chair recognizes the gentleman 
from California. 

GENERAL LEAVE 
Mr. ROYCE. Mr. Speaker, I ask unan-

imous consent that all Members may 
have 5 legislative days to revise and ex-
tend their remarks and to include any 
extraneous materials in the RECORD. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there 
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from California? 

There was no objection. 
Mr. ROYCE. Mr. Speaker, I yield my-

self such time as I may consume. 
Mr. Speaker, I rise in support of 

House Resolution 418. This is a bipar-
tisan resolution offered by the gen-
tleman from Massachusetts (Mr. 
MCGOVERN) calling on the government 
of Burma to end its persecution of the 
Rohingya Muslims and respect the 
human rights of all ethnic and reli-
gious minority groups within Burma. 
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The Rohingya Muslims are one of the 

most persecuted minority groups in the 
world. According to Burma’s 1982 citi-
zenship law, the Rohingya are prohib-
ited from holding Burmese citizenship, 
even though they have lived in Burma 
for generations after generations. For 
over three decades, the government of 
Burma has systematically denied the 
Rohingya even the most basic of 
human rights, while subjecting them to 
unspeakable abuses. 

Since 2012, 140,000 Rohingya and 
other Muslims in Burma have been dis-
placed by violence, with hundreds 
killed. On January 13, unknown assail-
ants entered a village in Rakhine State 
and killed 48 people while they slept. 

b 1945 
This is what happens when a govern-

ment refuses to recognize its own peo-
ple. 

In fact, a nongovernmental organiza-
tion based in Southeast Asia recently 
disclosed credible documents detailing 
the full extent of state involvement in 
persecuting Rohingyas. 

Not long ago, the Government of 
Burma expelled Doctors Without Bor-
ders from the country, denying, once 
again, the most basic of human rights. 
The Government of Burma cannot 
claim progress toward meeting its 
goals for reform if it does not improve 
the treatment of Rohingya Muslims 
and other minority groups. 

The United States must prioritize 
the protection of human rights in its 
engagement with Burma. I urge the 
State Department to take off its rose- 
colored glasses and recognize that 
progress on human rights in Burma is, 
indeed, limited. Now is the time for the 
State Department to bring additional 
leverage to bear, and this resolution 
will help us do that. 

I reserve the balance of my time. 
Mr. ENGEL. Mr. Speaker, I yield my-

self such time as I may consume. 
I rise in strong support of H. Res. 418, 

a resolution urging the Government of 
Burma to end its persecution of the 
Rohingya people. 

I would like to thank my good friend 
and cochairman of the Tom Lantos 
Human Rights Commission, the gen-
tleman from Massachusetts (Mr. 
MCGOVERN), for authoring this impor-
tant resolution. 

H. Res. 418 calls on the Government 
of Burma to end its persecution of the 
Rohingya people and to respect the 
human rights of all ethnic and reli-
gious minority groups. The plight of 
the Rohingya gets very little public at-
tention, and I am pleased that this 
House is addressing the abuses they 
and other minorities have suffered. 

The State Department’s 2013 Country 
Reports on Human Rights Practices ac-
knowledges ‘‘credible reports of 
extrajudicial killings, rape and sexual 
violence, arbitrary detentions and tor-
ture and mistreatment in detention, 
deaths in custody, and systematic de-
nial of due process and fair trial rights 
overwhelmingly perpetrated against 
the Rohingya.’’ 

Last month, the U.N. Special 
Rapporteur on Human Rights in Burma 
stated that the recent developments in 
Burma reflect a ‘‘long history of dis-
crimination and persecution against 
the Rohingya Muslim community, 
which could amount to crimes against 
humanity.’’ 

The U.N. has also described the 
Rohingya community as virtually 
friendless because they are denied citi-
zenship and face severe restrictions on 
marriage, employment, health care, 
education, and daily movement. 

In February, the Burmese Govern-
ment expelled Doctors Without Bor-
ders; and since then, deaths due to pre-
ventable complications during preg-
nancy have occurred on an almost 
daily basis in Rohingya camps, where 
pregnant women make up a quarter of 
the group’s emergency referrals. 

Mr. Speaker, as the Government of 
Burma transitions from decades-long 
military rule to a civilian government, 
it is important to hold it accountable 
for persistent human rights abuses. 

The killings, arbitrary detentions, 
and the destruction of homes have 
caused 140,000 people to be internally 
displaced; and hundreds of thousands 
have been forced to flee to neighboring 
countries, including to Thailand, Ban-
gladesh, and Malaysia. 

If Burma truly seeks to rejoin the 
international community, the manner 
in which it treats its own people will be 
a key marker of the government’s sin-
cerity. Burma must abide by human 
rights principles of equality and human 
dignity, and this resolution calls upon 
the Burmese Government to do just 
that. 

I urge my colleagues to join me in 
supporting H. Res. 418, and I reserve 
the balance of my time. 

Mr. ROYCE. Mr. Speaker, I yield 5 
minutes to the gentleman from Ohio 
(Mr. CHABOT). He is the chairman of 
the Foreign Affairs Subcommittee on 
Asia and the Pacific. 

Mr. CHABOT. I thank the gentleman 
for yielding. 

Mr. Speaker, I rise today as a strong 
supporter and cosponsor of H. Res. 418, 
urging the Government of Burma to 
end the persecution of the Rohingya 
people and to respect internationally 
recognized human rights for all ethnic 
and religious minority groups within 
Burma. 

I want to commend the gentleman 
from Massachusetts (Mr. MCGOVERN), 
my friend and colleague, for offering 
this legislation, which is certainly 
timely, and we appreciate his leader-
ship on this. 

As chairman of the Subcommittee on 
Asia and the Pacific, I believe it is im-
perative that the U.S. and the inter-
national community raise awareness of 
this ongoing crisis in Burma and of the 
need for its government to respect the 
human rights of all of its ethnic and re-
ligious minority groups, which it is 
clearly not doing at this time. 

Last year, we held two hearings in 
my subcommittee to examine the dete-

riorating human rights situation and 
ethnic unrest in Burma. It has become 
abundantly clear that the political and 
social situation there is extremely 
fragile and that the continuing perse-
cution of the minority Rohingya popu-
lation is just, as was said, a profound 
crisis. 

Some 140,000 displaced Rohingya have 
been forced to live in camps described 
as open-air prisons. Doctors Without 
Borders was forced out by the Burmese 
Government, and since then, nearly 150 
Rohingya have died of medically-re-
lated causes. 

This particular photo illustrates that 
the Doctors Without Borders’ clinic is 
shuttered. They are gone. The people 
are not getting the medical care that 
they are entitled to, and people are lit-
erally dying as a result of this. 

Further, mob violence has made a 
number of other international NGOs 
evacuate Burma for fear and for being, 
essentially, excluded by the govern-
ment. They were doing good work for 
people who really needed it, who were 
in dire straits. 

The Burmese Government has taken 
few, if any, steps to forge a peaceful, 
harmonious, and prosperous future for 
the Rakhine State. It is complicit in 
extrajudicial killings, rape, arbitrary 
detention, torture, deaths in detention, 
and for the denial of due process and 
fair trial rights for the Rohingya. 

As these horribly repressed people 
who are afforded no identity by the 
Burmese Government have been forced 
into camps, the Burmese Government 
has confiscated their land, their homes, 
and property for redistribution to the 
Buddhist Rakhine majority. 

A recent report by the group United 
to End Genocide found that nowhere 
else in the world are there more pre-
cursors to genocide—signs that geno-
cide may well happen—than in Burma 
right now. 

This is why I recently introduced 
H.R. 4377, the Burma Human Rights 
and Democracy Act of 2014, with my 
colleague from New York (Mr. CROW-
LEY), a Democrat. This legislation 
would place conditions on providing 
International Military and Educational 
Training or for Foreign Military Fi-
nancing assistance to the Burmese 
Government. 

In light of the Burmese Govern-
ment’s and military’s complicity in 
these ongoing human rights abuses 
against the Rohingya and other ethnic 
groups, it is much too soon for us to be 
engaging at a level that provides U.S. 
foreign assistance to Burma’s corrupt 
and abusive military. 

It concerns me that the administra-
tion still refuses to cooperate or to de-
tail what its strategy really is for the 
future of military engagement with 
Burma. 

Mr. Speaker, H. Res. 418 highlights 
its need for the U.S. and international 
community to continue pressuring 
Burma to end its blatant persecution 
and discrimination of the Rohingya 
population. 
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I want to, again, thank Mr. MCGOV-

ERN, Mr. FRANKS, Mr. PITTS, and Mr. 
SMITH for cosponsoring this resolution. 
I believe the passage of the resolution 
will send a strong message to the Bur-
mese Government, and I would urge my 
colleagues to support this measure. 

Mr. ENGEL. Mr. Speaker, I now yield 
such time as he may consume to the 
gentleman from Massachusetts (Mr. 
MCGOVERN), the author of the resolu-
tion. 

Mr. MCGOVERN. I want to thank my 
colleague, Mr. ENGEL, for yielding me 
the time and for his leadership on this 
and on so many other issues of human 
rights. I also want to thank Chairman 
ROYCE for his support and Chairman 
CHABOT. I appreciate all that you do for 
human rights. 

I admire all of these gentlemen who 
are here on the floor. They have been 
outspoken for human rights, not only 
in Burma, but all around the world. 

Mr. Speaker, I am very proud to rise 
in support of this resolution urging the 
Government of Burma to end the perse-
cution of the Rohingya people and to 
respect internationally recognized 
human rights for all ethnic and reli-
gious minority groups within Burma. 

I especially want to thank my good 
friend and colleague, the gentleman 
from Pennsylvania, Congressman JOE 
PITTS, for his leadership on this issue 
and for joining me in introducing this 
bipartisan resolution. 

Over 800,000 people of the Rohingya 
ethnicity live in Burma, mostly in the 
Rakhine State. Even though many 
Rohingyas have lived in the Rakhine 
for generations, the Burma citizenship 
law of 1982 has excluded them from ap-
proved ethnic groups, thereby ren-
dering them stateless and vulnerable to 
exploitation, violence, and abuse. 

While the Rohingya and other mi-
norities in Burma have historically ex-
perienced severe discrimination, there 
has been a dramatic increase in dis-
crimination and violence against them 
in the past 2 years. 

Attacks in June and July of 2012 re-
sulted in the deaths of at least 57 Mus-
lims and in the destruction of 1,336 
Rohingya homes. On October 23, 2012, 
at least 70 Rohingyas were killed, and 
their township was destroyed. 

Further, the United Nations’ High 
Commissioner for Human Rights re-
ported possessing credible evidence of 
the deaths of at least 48 Rohingyas in 
January of this year, and human rights 
groups reported mass arrests and arbi-
trary detentions of Rohingya in the 
aftermath of this violence. 

In addition, other Muslim minorities 
have also suffered from violent at-
tacks, and many have lost their lives 
and property in the last year and a 
half. Such violence against ethnic Mus-
lim populations, including the 
Rohingya, is part of a larger, troubling 
pattern of violence against ethnic and 
religious minorities in Burma. 

The Government of Burma remains 
apathetic to the plight of the Rohingya 
population, and it has failed to prop-

erly investigate the major events of 
anti-Rohingya violence. Instead, both 
the Rakhine State and central govern-
ment continue to impose explicitly 
racist policies that seek to control the 
everyday lives of the Rohingya. 

Authorities require Rohingya to ob-
tain official permission for marriages 
and have often singled out Rohingya 
for forced labor and arbitrary arrests. 
The Government of Burma has force-
fully relocated Rohingya into relief 
camps, where they lack decent shelter, 
access to clean water, food, sanitation, 
health care, and the ability to support 
themselves, or basic education for their 
children. 

The Rohingya are the sole targets of 
the two-child policy and are the sub-
jects to severe restrictions of move-
ment. Further, as evidenced by the lat-
est census in Burma, the Burmese Gov-
ernment continues to deny the 
Rohingyas their right for self-identi-
fication, sending a clear message that 
the Rohingya are outsiders who have 
no place in Burma. 

Today, approximately 140,000 
Rohingya are internally displaced, and 
hundreds of thousands have fled to 
neighboring countries by boats; many 
have died at sea. Those who remain in 
the country live in dire poverty and 
deprivation. 

Some relief used to come from hu-
manitarian organizations like Doctors 
Without Borders, but even that aid is 
no longer available. The Government of 
Burma expelled Doctors Without Bor-
ders in March, allegedly after the 
group cared for the victims of a violent 
assault on a Rohingya village, an as-
sault which the government denies 
ever happened. 

Increasingly, severe restrictions and 
violent attacks on other humanitarian 
aid groups have forced the majority of 
them to flee the Rakhine State, and 
the Rohingya now remain with no one 
and with nowhere to turn for help and 
health care. Every day, more and more 
people die of causes that could be pre-
ventable or treatable if humanitarian 
groups had the chance to help. 

According to a March 14 article in 
The New York Times, which I will sub-
mit for the RECORD, nearly 750,000 peo-
ple, the majority of them Rohingya, 
have been deprived of medical services 
since the Burmese Government banned 
the operations of Doctors Without Bor-
ders. 

According to the article, during the 
first 2 weeks of March alone, about 150 
of those most vulnerable and in need of 
care died, including 20 pregnant women 
who were facing life-threatening deliv-
eries. 

[From the New York Times, Mar. 14, 2014] 
BAN ON DOCTORS’ GROUP IMPERILS MUSLIM 

MINORITY IN MYANMAR 
(By Jane Perlez) 

BANGKOK.—Nearly 750,000 people, most of 
them members of a Muslim minority in one 
of the poorest parts of Myanmar, have been 
deprived of most medical services since the 
government banned the operations of Doc-
tors Without Borders, the international 

health care organization and the main pro-
vider of medical care in the region. 

The government ordered a halt to the work 
of Doctors Without Borders two weeks ago 
after some officials accused the group of fa-
voring the Muslims, members of the 
Rohingya ethnic group, over a rival group, 
Rakhine Buddhists. 

Already, anecdotal evidence and medical 
estimates show that about 150 of the most 
vulnerable have died since Feb. 28, more than 
20 of them pregnant women facing life- 
threatening deliveries, medical professionals 
said. Doctors Without Borders had been the 
only way for pregnant women facing difficult 
deliveries to get a referral to a government 
hospital, they said. 

At the time of the order, the government 
said it was suspending the group’s operations 
in Rakhine State in the far north, but it has 
offered no time frame for when services 
might be resumed. The deputy director gen-
eral of the Ministry of Health, Dr. Soe Lwin 
Nyein, said in a statement that his depart-
ment would manage the health needs of the 
‘‘whole community.’’ A spokesman for Presi-
dent Thein Sein, Ye Htut, said the govern-
ment dispatched an emergency response 
team with eight ambulances after the Doc-
tors Without Borders clinics were closed. 

Myanmar’s health services are among the 
most rudimentary in Asia, and with severe 
government restrictions on movement that 
prevent Muslims from seeking medical help 
outside their villages in Rakhine State, the 
impact of the shutdown will be severe, med-
ical professionals said. 

Doctors Without Borders was by far the 
biggest health provider in the northern part 
of Rakhine around the townships of 
Maungdaw and Buthidaung, serving about 
500,000 people, most of them Rohingya, they 
said. An additional 200,000 people, many of 
them Rohingya in displaced camps around 
the state capital, Sittwe, had access to the 
group’s services. 

In Aung Mingla, a Muslim neighborhood in 
Sittwe, patients with tuberculosis, a com-
mon disease in the area, said they were down 
to their last supplies of medicine. The 
Rohingya who live in Aung Mingla are pre-
vented from leaving the district by barbed- 
wire security posts and police officers. 

‘‘Since Doctors Without Borders is not in 
Rakhine, I don’t know who will provide med-
icine when my supply runs out in three 
months,’’ said one patient, Muklan, 30, who 
like many people in Myanmar goes by a sin-
gle name. ‘‘I hope Doctors can come back as 
soon as possible.’’ 

Another Rohingya man, Shafiul, who 
worked for Doctors Without Borders in Aung 
Mingla, said he was concerned for his pa-
tients with tuberculosis, malaria and H.I.V. 
‘‘These patients have been getting help from 
Doctors Without Borders for years,’’ he said. 

In northern Rakhine State, where Doctors 
Without Borders had run five permanent 
clinics and 30 mobile ones, about 20 percent 
of children are acutely malnourished, med-
ical professionals said. An intensive feeding 
center for those patients was shuttered as 
part of the government’s directive. 

For the most part, Western donors and the 
United Nations say they are reluctant to an-
tagonize the government of Myanmar, which 
has started along the path of economic and 
political reform. The donors have chosen 
quiet diplomacy over outspoken criticism of 
the government’s policies toward the 
Rohingya. 

But the action against Doctors Without 
Borders raised some public alarm. 

‘‘We are extremely concerned about the 
situation,’’ said Mark Cutts, the head of the 
United Nations Office for the Coordination of 
Humanitarian Affairs in Myanmar. ‘‘We are 
in intense discussion with the government in 
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a way that will allow operations to resume 
as soon as possible.’’ 

The deputy health director, Dr. Soe Lwin 
Nyein, said the government would accept 
supplies of medicine for tuberculosis and 
H.I.V. from Doctors Without Borders. But 
how these supplies will be distributed re-
mains unclear. Negotiations are underway 
with the government over the distribution, 
Western officials said. 

Other international organizations, includ-
ing the International Committee of the Red 
Cross, which supports government health 
centers around the towns of Sittwe and 
Mrauk U, have been allowed to continue op-
erations in Rakhine. But Doctors Without 
Borders was by far the largest health pro-
vider. 

The government targeted the group after 
its rural clinics provided treatment to 22 
Muslims in the aftermath of a rampage by 
Rakhine security officers and civilians in the 
village of Du Chee Yar Tan in January. The 
United Nations says 40 people were killed in 
the violence that night. 

The government has denied that the deaths 
occurred, and on Tuesday, a presidential 
commission sent to the village to conduct an 
inquiry reported that it could find no evi-
dence of the killings. The commission was 
the third investigative group sent by the 
government, and its findings matched those 
of the previous inquiries. 

After the killings in January, the govern-
ment criticized Doctors Without Borders for 
hiring Rohingya and said the group was giv-
ing disproportionate attention to Rohingya 
patients. Under state regulations in 
Rakhine, Rohingya are prevented from vis-
iting many of the state-run clinics. 

Doctors Without Borders says it has treat-
ed patients in Rakhine since 1994 regardless 
of ethnicity, and foreign aid workers point 
out that the Rakhine Buddhist ethnic group 
has access to government health facilities 
that are generally denied to the Rohingya. 

A radical Buddhist leader in Myanmar, 
Ashin Wirathu, who has compared Muslims 
to dogs, arrived in Sittwe on Wednesday for 
a five-day visit that was likely to stir anti- 
Muslim sentiments further. In a sermon at 
the main Buddhist temple Wednesday night, 
he said that if Western democracies were al-
lowed to have influence in Myanmar, the 
Rakhine people would be overwhelmed by in-
creasing numbers of Muslims, and would 
eventually disappear. 

The monk’s visit appeared to be timed 
ahead of a national census—the first in 
Myanmar in more than 30 years—that is due 
to take place March 30 to April 10 across 
Myanmar. Tensions during the census, fund-
ed in part by the United Nations and the 
British government, are expected to be high 
in Rakhine. 

Rakhine politicians have said they oppose 
allowing the Rohingya to identify them-
selves as Rohingya when they fill out the 
census forms. If they did, the census would 
probably show that their numbers are great-
er than the current estimate of 1.3 million. 
The overall population is estimated at 60 
million. 

By shutting down Doctors Without Bor-
ders, the government is ensuring that there 
will be fewer foreigners to witness any out-
breaks of violence during the census process, 
aid workers said. 

Mr. MCGOVERN. Mr. Speaker, when 
Doctors Without Borders was able to 
work in Rakhine, they sent approxi-
mately 400 emergency cases every 
month to local hospitals, but according 
to the World Health Organization, 
fewer than 20 people received referrals 
by the government for emergency care 

in March. Such a difference suggests 
that the Rohingya who are in desperate 
need of emergency care are left to suf-
fer or to die. 

In light of these disturbing events, it 
is important that the House speaks 
with one voice today and calls on the 
Government of Burma to end all forms 
of persecution and discrimination of 
the Rohingya people and to ensure re-
spect for internationally recognized 
human rights for all ethnic and reli-
gious minority groups within Burma. 

The Burmese Government needs to 
recognize the Rohingya as an ethnic 
group indigenous to Burma and work 
with the Rohingya to resolve their citi-
zenship status. 

Finally, the U.S. Government needs 
to make the removal of state-sanc-
tioned discriminatory policies a pri-
ority in their engagement with the 
Government of Burma. 
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Let me be clear: the situation is dire 
and rapidly deteriorating. Multiple rec-
ognized independent human rights 
NGOs, as well as the U.N. Special 
Rapporteur on human rights in Burma, 
have stated that the series of actions 
directed at the Rohingyas in Burma 
could amount to crimes against hu-
manity. 

Further, a recent report by the U.S. 
NGO, United to End Genocide, states 
that nowhere in the world are there 
more precursors to genocide than in 
Burma right now. 

In the past few weeks, we have all 
taken time to remember and com-
memorate the victims of the Armenian 
genocide, the Holocaust, and the geno-
cide in Rwanda. We saw the same dis-
turbing signs in other moments of his-
tory, and we know what the con-
sequences are of not paying attention. 
Showing support for this bill is one 
step that we can take today to ful-
filling the solemn pledge of ‘‘never 
again.’’ 

I urge my colleagues to vote in sup-
port of this bill. 

Mr. ROYCE. Mr. Speaker, I continue 
to reserve the balance of my time. 

Mr. ENGEL. Mr. Speaker, I yield my-
self such time as I may consume. 

In closing, I would like to thank Con-
gressman MCGOVERN, the gentleman 
from Massachusetts, for drafting this 
important legislation. Once again, I 
thank Chairman ROYCE for his contin-
ued bipartisan leadership. 

As has been said, this resolution calls 
upon the Burmese government to end 
the persecution of the Rohingya people 
and to respect the human rights of all 
ethnic and religious minority groups. 

Until now, the treatment of the 
Rohingya has been largely ignored by 
the international community. That is 
the purpose of this resolution—so they 
cannot be ignored any longer. 

It is time for the United States to 
send a clear and strong message to the 
government of Burma that we will not 
tolerate the persecution of religious 
and ethnic minorities, and that it must 

abide by human rights principles of 
equality and dignity if it is to rejoin 
the international community. 

So I urge my colleagues to support 
this resolution, and I yield back the 
balance of my time. 

Mr. ROYCE. Mr. Speaker, I yield my-
self such time as I may consume. 

Again, I want to thank the gen-
tleman from Massachusetts (Mr. 
MCGOVERN), for his support of the 
Rohingya people, but also for his dedi-
cation to human rights. I have had an 
opportunity to work with Mr. MCGOV-
ERN on a number of different human 
rights bills. I think he eloquently ex-
plained tonight the challenge that we 
face here. I was proud to join him as a 
cosponsor of this measure and work 
with him. 

I also, of course, want to thank the 
gentleman from New York, ELIOT 
ENGEL, for his continued focus on 
human rights around the world. 

On this issue, it is true that the Bur-
mese government has recently taken 
steps to open its closed society, but the 
reality is that the recent events here 
are deeply, deeply troubling to anyone 
who is watching. As I indicated, 48 
Rohingya were murdered, aid workers 
trying to care for thousands of dis-
placed have been attacked in the coun-
try, and Doctors Without Borders was 
kicked out of Burma. 

This resolution calls on the govern-
ment of Burma to immediately recog-
nize the Rohingya as an ethnic minor-
ity and to grant them citizenship, a 
step that is long overdue, as Mr. 
MCGOVERN pointed out. 

I urge my colleagues to support this 
bipartisan resolution. Let’s all send a 
message that the current state of 
human rights in Burma is unaccept-
able. 

I yield back the balance of my time. 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 

question is on the motion offered by 
the gentleman from California (Mr. 
ROYCE) that the House suspend the 
rules and agree to the resolution, H. 
Res. 418, as amended. 

The question was taken; and (two- 
thirds being in the affirmative) the 
rules were suspended and the resolu-
tion, as amended, was agreed to. 

A motion to reconsider was laid on 
the table. 

f 

RECESS 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 12(a) of rule I, the Chair 
declares the House in recess subject to 
the call of the Chair. 

Accordingly (at 8 o’clock and 4 min-
utes p.m.), the House stood in recess. 

f 
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AFTER RECESS 

The recess having expired, the House 
was called to order by the Speaker pro 
tempore (Mr. WOODALL) at 9 o’clock 
and 55 minutes p.m. 
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