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across my State. It has been deeply
gratifying to see how my work in Con-
gress has supported these local efforts.

I have always believed in account-
ability for public officials, and this, my
final year in the Senate, is an appro-
priate time to give an accounting of
my work across 4 decades representing
Iowa in Congress. I take pride in ac-
complishments that have been national
in scope—for instance, passing the
Americans with Disabilities Act and
spearheading successful farm bills. But
I take a very special pride in projects
that have made a big difference in local
communities across my State.

Today, I would like to give an ac-
counting of my work with leaders and
residents of Monona County to build a
legacy of a stronger local economy,
better schools and educational oppor-
tunities, and a healthier, safer commu-
nity.

Between 2001 and 2013, the creative
leadership in your community has
worked with me to secure funding in
Monona County worth over $1.7 million
and successfully acquired financial as-
sistance from programs I have fought
hard to support, which have provided
more than $4.8 million to the local
economy.

Of course my favorite memory of
working together has to be our shared
commitment to school construction,
renovation, and fire safety through the
Harkin grant program. Working to-
gether with State and local commu-
nities, this funding has ensured Iowa
students are learning in schools that
are safe, and modern. I look forward to
learning about the renovations made
possible in Monona County.

Among the highlights:

Investing in Iowa’s economic devel-
opment: In Western Iowa, we have
worked together to grow the economy
by making targeted investments in im-
portant economic development projects
including improved roads and bridges,
modernized sewer and water systems,
and better housing options for resi-
dents of Monona County. In many
cases, I have secured Federal funding
that has leveraged local investments
and served as a catalyst for a whole
ripple effect of positive, creative
changes. For example, I have consist-
ently fought for job training dollars
which have meant more than $800,000 in
Monona County, helping to create jobs
and expand economic opportunities.

School grants: Every child in Iowa
deserves to be educated in a classroom
that is safe, accessible, and modern.
That is why, for the past decade and a
half, I have secured funding for the in-
novative Iowa Demonstration Con-
struction Grant Program—better
known among educators in Iowa as
Harkin grants for public schools con-
struction and renovation. Across 15
years, Harkin Grants worth more than
$132 million have helped school dis-
tricts to fund a range of renovation and
repair efforts—everything from updat-
ing fire safety systems to building new
schools. In many cases, these Federal
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dollars have served as the needed in-
centive to leverage local public and
private dollars, so it often has a tre-
mendous multiplier effect within a
school district. Over the years, Monona
County has received $985,638 in Harkin
Grants. Similarly, schools in Monona
County have received funds that I des-
ignated for Iowa Star Schools for tech-
nology totaling $57,500.

Keeping Iowa communities safe: I
also firmly believe that our first re-
sponders need to be appropriately
trained and equipped, able to respond
to both local emergencies and to state-
wide challenges such as—for instance,
the methamphetamine epidemic. Since
2001, Monona County’s fire depart-
ments have received over $498,000 for
firefighter safety and operations equip-
ment.

Disability Rights: Growing up, I
loved and admired my brother Frank,
who was deaf. But I was deeply dis-
turbed by the discrimination and ob-
stacles he faced every day. That is why
I have always been a passionate advo-
cate for full equality for people with
disabilities. As the primary author of
the Americans with Disabilities Act,
ADA, and the ADA Amendments Act, I
have had four guiding goals for our fel-
low citizens with disabilities: equal op-
portunity, full participation, inde-
pendent living and economic self-suffi-
ciency. Nearly a quarter century since
passage of the ADA, I see remarkable
changes in communities everywhere I
go in Iowa—not just in curb cuts or
closed captioned television, but in the
full participation of people with dis-
abilities in our society and economy,
folks who at long last have the oppor-
tunity to contribute their talents and
to be fully included. These changes
have increased economic opportunities
for all citizens of Monona County, both
those with and without disabilities.
And they make us proud to be a part of
a community and country that re-
spects the worth and civil rights of all
of our citizens.

This is at least a partial accounting
of my work on behalf of Iowa, and spe-
cifically Monona County, during my
time in Congress. In every case, this
work has been about partnerships, co-
operation, and empowering folks at the
State and local level, including in
Monona County, to fulfill their own
dreams and initiatives. And, of course,
this work is never complete. Even after
I retire from the Senate, I have no in-
tention of retiring from the fight for a
better, fairer, richer Iowa. I will always
be profoundly grateful for the oppor-
tunity to serve the people of Iowa as
their Senator.e

RECOGNIZING OWL’S MOTHER’S
DAY CAMPAIGN

e Mr. NELSON. Mr. President, today I
wish to recognize OWL and the impor-
tant work that it does for older women
in our country. For more than 30 years,
OWL has served as the only national
nonprofit to focus solely on the issues
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of aging American women and be the
voice for the 74 million mid-life and
older women in our country.

Every Mother’s Day, OWL focuses on
a key issue that affects our Nation’s
aging women—our mothers, grand-
mothers, wives, sisters, aunts, and
friends. Past issues of OWL’s Mother’s
Day Campaign have ranged from exam-
ining our Nation’s health care system,
addressing the growing epidemic of
elder abuse, and educating women on
end-of-life choices. This year, OWL has
chosen to focus on the need for quality,
accessible long-term care. Women
often serve as the primary caregivers
for a loved one, and women also may
need long-term services and supports
as they outlive men. Today, OWL is
hosting a briefing to unveil a report on
key findings and discuss how this
year’s Mother’s Day Campaign can cre-
ate a dialogue around this topic.

I particularly look forward to seeing
their findings this year. As chairman of
the Senate Special Committee on
Aging and particularly this May in ob-
servance of Older Americans Month, I
am well aware of the need to examine
the long-term care system in America.
As the population ages and more Amer-
icans need long-term care services and
supports, it is important that they re-
ceive high-quality care without placing
a burden on their families. The Aging
Committee has and will continue to ex-
amine this topic and raise awareness of
the issues surrounding our Nation’s
long-term care.

OWL’s continued work across the Na-
tion is more critical now than ever be-
fore, and we must ensure that our ex-
isting long-term care system is able to
meet the needs of America’s women.e

———

REMEMBERING ROBERT LEON
DUNLAP

e Mr. SCOTT. Mr. President, I would
like to take a moment today to note
the passing of Robert Leon Dunlap, of
North Charleston, SC. He died Thurs-
day, April 17 at the age of 83.

Dunlap attended Midland Park Ele-
mentary School and graduated from
North Charleston High School. He
served in the Army during the Korean
war, and was a b2-year veteran of the
Charleston County Volunteer Fire and
Rescue Squad. Robert was also married
to Gloria Massalon Dunlap for 52 years.

Assistant Chief Dunlap helped found,
and served in, the North Charleston
Volunteer Rescue Association, which
in 1973 was expanded to include all of
Charleston County. This volunteer or-
ganization responds for accidents, fires,
and land and water rescues. Dunlap was
the association’s treasurer more than
50 years. He earned the Order of the
Palmetto for his services, and the cur-
rent North Charleston headquarters is
named in his honor.

While fulfilling his rescue duties,
Dunlap also worked at the Charleston
Naval Shipyard. During his 39-year ca-
reer he earned many awards and com-
mendations, including the Navy Meri-
torious Civilian Service Award.
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Dunlap was a life member of the Vet-
erans of Foreign Wars Post 5091, and
served as post commander from 1959-
1960. He also volunteered with the Boy
Scouts, worked with Civil Defense, and
donated over five gallons of blood to
the American Red Cross.

Dunlap was buried with military hon-
ors at Carolina Memorial Park. I join
the hundreds of people who attended
his funeral and the people of North
Charleston in expressing the deepest
admiration for his life and work.e

———

MESSAGES FROM THE PRESIDENT

Messages from the President of the
United States were communicated to
the Senate by Mr. Pate, one of his sec-
retaries.

———

EXECUTIVE MESSAGES REFERRED

As in executive session the Presiding
Officer laid before the Senate messages
from the President of the TUnited
States submitting sundry nominations
and a treaty which were referred to the
appropriate committees.

(The messages received today are
printed at the end of the Senate pro-
ceedings.)

NOTIFICATION OF THE PRESI-
DENT’S INTENT TO WITHDRAW
THE DESIGNATION OF RUSSIA
AS A BENEFICIARY DEVELOPING
COUNTRY UNDER THE GENERAL-
IZED SYSTEM OF PREFERENCES
(GSP) PROGRAM—PM 40

The PRESIDING OFFICER laid be-
fore the Senate the following message
from the President of the TUnited
States, together with an accompanying
report; which was referred to the Com-
mittee on Finance:

To the Congress of the United States:

Consistent with section 502(f)(2) of
the Trade Act of 1974 (the ‘1974 Act”)
(19 U.S.C. 2462(f)(2)), I am providing no-
tice of my intent to withdraw the des-
ignation of Russia as a beneficiary de-
veloping country under the Generalized
System of Preferences (GSP) program.

Sections 501(1) and (4) of the 1974 Act
(19 U.S.C. 2461(1) and (4)), provide that,
in affording duty-free treatment under
the GSP, the President shall have due
regard for, among other factors, the ef-
fect such action will have on furthering
the economic development of a bene-
ficiary developing country through the
expansion of its exports and the extent
of the beneficiary developing country’s
competitiveness with respect to eligi-
ble articles.

Section 502(c) of the 1974 Act (19
U.S.C. 2462(c)) provides that, in deter-
mining whether to designate any coun-
try as a beneficiary developing country
for purposes of the GSP, the President
shall take into account various factors,
including the country’s level of eco-
nomic development, the country’s per
capita gross national product, the liv-
ing standards of its inhabitants, and
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any other economic factors he deems
appropriate.

Having considered the factors set
forth in sections 501 and 502(c) of the
1974 Act, I have determined that it is
appropriate to withdraw Russia’s des-
ignation as a beneficiary developing
country under the GSP program be-
cause Russia is sufficiently advanced in
economic development and improved in
trade competitiveness that continued
preferential treatment under the GSP
is not warranted. I intend to issue a
proclamation withdrawing Russia’s
designation consistent with section
502(f)(2) of the 1974 Act.

BARACK OBAMA.
THE WHITE HOUSE, May 7, 2014.

———

REPORT ON THE CONTINUATION
OF THE NATIONAL EMERGENCY
THAT WAS ORIGINALLY DE-
CLARED IN EXECUTIVE ORDER
13338 OF MAY 11, 2004, WITH RE-
SPECT TO THE BLOCKING OF
PROPERTY OF CERTAIN PER-
SONS AND PROHIBITION OF EX-
PORTATION AND RE-EXPOR-
TATION OF CERTAIN GOODS TO
SYRIA—PM 41

The PRESIDING OFFICER laid be-
fore the Senate the following message
from the President of the TUnited
States, together with an accompanying
report; which was referred to the Com-
mittee on Banking, Housing, and
Urban Affairs:

To the Congress of the United States:

Section 202(d) of the National Emer-
gencies Act, 50 U.S.C. 1622(d), provides
for the automatic termination of a na-
tional emergency, unless, within 90
days prior to the anniversary date of
its declaration, the President publishes
in the Federal Register and transmits to
the Congress a notice stating that the
emergency is to continue in effect be-
yond the anniversary date. In accord-
ance with this provision, I have sent to
the Federal Register for publication the
enclosed notice stating that the na-
tional emergency with respect to the
actions of the Government of Syria de-
clared in Executive Order 13338 of May
11, 2004—as modified in scope and relied
upon for additional steps taken in Ex-
ecutive Order 13399 of April 25, 2006, Ex-
ecutive Order 13460 of February 13, 2008,
Executive Order 13572 of April 29, 2011,
Executive Order 13573 of May 18, 2011,
Executive Order 13582 of August 17,
2011, Executive Order 13606 of April 22,
2012, and Executive Order 13608 of May
1, 2012—is to continue in effect beyond
May 11, 2014.

The regime’s brutal war on the Syr-
ian people, who have been calling for
freedom and a representative govern-
ment, endangers not only the Syrian
people themselves, but could yield
greater instability throughout the re-
gion. The Syrian regime’s actions and
policies, including supporting terrorist
organizations and impeding the Leba-
nese government’s ability to function
effectively, continue to pose an un-
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usual and extraordinary threat to the
national security, foreign policy, and
economy of the United States. For
these reasons, I have determined that
it is necessary to continue in effect the
national emergency declared with re-
spect to this threat and to maintain in
force the sanctions to address this na-
tional emergency.

In addition, the United States con-
demns the Asad regime’s use of brutal
violence and human rights abuses and
calls on the Asad regime to stop its
violent war and allow a political tran-
sition in Syria that will forge a cred-
ible path to a future of greater free-
dom, democracy, opportunity, and jus-
tice.

The United States will consider
changes in the composition, policies,
and actions of the Government of Syria
in determining whether to continue or
terminate this national emergency in
the future.

BARACK OBAMA.
THE WHITE HOUSE, May 7, 2014.

NOTICE

CONTINUATION OF THE NATIONAL EMER-
GENCY WITH RESPECT TO THE ACTIONS
OF THE GOVERNMENT OF SYRIA

On May 11, 2004, pursuant to his au-
thority under the International Emer-
gency Economic Powers Act, 50 U.S.C.
1701-1706, and the Syria Accountability
and Lebanese Sovereignty Restoration
Act Of 2003, Public Law 108-175, the
President issued Executive Order 13338,
in which he declared a national emer-
gency with respect to the actions of
the Government of Syria. To deal with
this national emergency, Executive
Order 13338 authorized the blocking of
property of certain persons and prohib-
ited the exportation or re-exportation
of certain goods to Syria. The national
emergency was modified in scope and
relied upon for additional steps taken
in Executive Order 13399 of April 25,
2006, Executive Order 13460 of February
13, 2008, Executive Order 13572 of April
29, 2011, Executive Order 13573 of May
18, 2011, Executive Order 13582 of Au-
gust 17, 2011, Executive Order 13606 of
April 22, 2012, and Executive Order 13608
of May 1, 2012.

The President took these actions to
deal with the unusual and extraor-
dinary threat to the national security,
foreign policy, and economy of the
United States constituted by the ac-
tions of the Government of Syria in
supporting terrorism, maintaining its
then-existing occupation of Lebanon,
pursuing weapons of mass destruction
and missile programs, and undermining
U.S. and international efforts with re-
spect to the stabilization and recon-
struction of Iraq.

The regime’s brutal war on the Syr-
ian people, who have been calling for
freedom and a representative govern-
ment, endangers not only the Syrian
people themselves but also is gener-
ating instability throughout the re-
gion. The Syrian regime’s actions and
policies, including the use of chemical
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