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devastating disease, as well as supporting re-
search to improve treatments, find cures and 
receive early diagnosis. The MPS families are 
encouraged to reflect and support each other 
and to reach out to those families who have 
lost loved ones to MPS. By wearing their pur-
ple ribbons and sharing these ribbons within 
their community, they are increasing public 
awareness about this disease. This date is 
also the start of the National MPS Run/Walk 
season along with other local community ac-
tivities to raise awareness along with money 
for research and for family assistance pro-
grams. I commend the National MPS Society 
and their many volunteers for an unwavering 
commitment to bring about awareness of this 
disease and to continue to advocate for fed-
eral legislation to streamline the regulatory 
processes and to speed effective treatments 
and cures for their loved ones. More must be 
done to find cures and effective treatments, 
but let us reflect on the importance of this day. 
I ask that all of my colleagues join me in com-
memorating National MPS Awareness Day. 

f 

RECOGNIZING THE 90TH ANNIVER-
SARY OF THE POINT PLEASANT 
FIRE CO. #1 

HON. MICHAEL G. FITZPATRICK 
OF PENNSYLVANIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, May 8, 2014 

Mr. FITZPATRICK. Mr. Speaker, on the 
90th anniversary of the Point Pleasant Fire 
Co. #1, we recognize the spirit and unflinching 
courage of dedicated volunteers who run to 
the rescue—ready to protect their neighbors 
and the community—since 1924. The Point 
Pleasant Fire Co. now has grown into a much 
larger fire organization with many more well- 
trained volunteers who comprise the com-
plement of firefighters and dive and technical 
rescue teams. Also, on his day, we may re-
flect on the generations of firefighters and 
company officers who answered the call. They 
are an integral part of the great history of the 
Point Pleasant Fire Co. and their service will 
be remembered as an example of the true 
spirit of first responders everywhere. Today’s 
firefighters continue to set an example of pub-
lic service and volunteerism for others to fol-
low and the community is grateful to those 
who contribute to this effort. 

f 

HONORING THE 50TH ANNIVER-
SARY OF THE HOUND EARS 
CLUB 

HON. VIRGINIA FOXX 
OF NORTH CAROLINA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, May 8, 2014 

Ms. FOXX. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to rec-
ognize the Hound Ears Club, a community- 
minded club nestled in the Blue Ridge Moun-
tains near the towns of Blowing Rock, Boone 
and Banner Elk; and the Robbins Family, who 
had the vision to found the club. Chartered in 
1964, the Club has provided fifty years of 
community service and economic benefits to 

the people of Watauga County, North Caro-
lina. 

Over the years, Hound Ears Club members 
have raised hundreds of thousands of dollars 
to benefit many Watauga County charities. 
Members and residents have served, and con-
tinue to serve, on the boards and among the 
ranks of these charities. 

Over the past fifty years, the Hound Ears 
Club has made valuable contributions to the 
economic needs of the citizens of Watauga 
County through capital investment projects, 
local business patronage, college scholar-
ships, real estate development and perhaps 
most importantly, by providing jobs in the com-
munity. Hound Ears members and the Rob-
bins Family have contributed tremendously to 
the success of Watauga County’s tourism in-
dustry. 

I commend the Hound Ears Club for its fifty 
years of serving Watauga County, and wish 
the members all the best as they embark on 
fifty more. 

f 

UNION INSTITUTE & UNIVERSITY’S 
50TH ANNIVERSARY 

HON. STEVE CHABOT 
OF OHIO 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, May 8, 2014 

Mr. CHABOT. Mr. Speaker, the year 2014 
marks the 50th anniversary of Union Institute 
& University, a private, non-profit, accredited 
university, designed exclusively for adults 
seeking academic programs that transform 
lives and communities. 

Headquartered in Cincinnati, Ohio, with cen-
ters in California, Florida, and Vermont, 
Union’s vision is to engage, enlighten, and 
empower motivated adults in their pursuit of a 
lifetime of learning and service. This forward- 
facing institution now serves 2,000 students 
around the nation and offers undergraduate, 
master’s, and doctoral degrees and certifi-
cates. Union Institute & University pioneered 
many of the concepts now common in higher 
education, including distance and online edu-
cation, individualized self-paced programs, 
and an abiding commitment to adults seeking 
transformative education. 

Today, the university’s 15,500 alumni—in-
cluding the Most Honorable Prime Minister of 
Jamaica, Portia Simpson Miller, and our es-
teemed colleague, the Honorable Congress-
man from Illinois, Dr. Danny Davis—are trans-
forming lives and communities, and making a 
difference wherever they live and work. 

f 

HONORING DON RUST 

HON. JASON T. SMITH 
OF MISSOURI 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, May 8, 2014 

Mr. SMITH of Missouri. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to honor Mr. Don Rust who on May 1, 
2014, retired as Fire Chief for the city of Hous-
ton, Missouri. 

Don began his career in the fire department 
in January of 1976 and has served as the 

Chief of the Houston department for the past 
thirty one years. During his tenure, Don has 
an exceptional list of accomplishments. Don 
oversaw the construction of a new fire station, 
created the Junior Fire Fighter Program to at-
tract younger recruits, improved the depart-
ment’s insurance rating, and significantly im-
proved fire fighter pay. 

Don also sat on numerous committees and 
served his community in various ways. He 
was the County Civil Defense Director, served 
on the Houston Planning and Zoning Commis-
sion, and supervised the Texas County Res-
cue. In 2007, Don received the U.S. Presi-
dential Service Award that recognizes vol-
unteerism in the fire service. 

Don has been married to his wife Janet 
since 1975 and is the father of two sons, 
Darren and David. Both followed in their fa-
ther’s footsteps and have served as fire-
fighters. It is my privilege to recognize Don’s 
achievements before the House of Represent-
atives and I wish him a long and fulfilling re-
tirement. 

f 

AMERICA LOSES WAR HERO WITH 
PASSING OF EARL BROWN FLATT 

HON. CHARLES W. BOUSTANY, JR. 
OF LOUISIANA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, May 8, 2014 

Mr. BOUSTANY. Mr. Speaker, I rise today 
with a heavy heart to commemorate the pass-
ing of a great man in our community who 
served his country as a United States Marine 
and later as a community leader in South Lou-
isiana. 

Earl Brown Flatt joined the Marine Corps in 
1941 at the ripe old age of 17. Earl knew from 
Day One he wanted to serve his country and 
make a lasting impact for future generations. 
He accomplished that goal. Participating in the 
Iwo Jima campaign during World War II, Earl 
was a proud member of the Marine Corps ex-
emplifying its core values of honor, courage, 
and commitment. 

After his distinguished career in the Marine 
Corps, Earl took a leading role in the organi-
zation of State Farm Agencies in the State of 
Louisiana. He was a State Farm Insurance 
Manager for 44 years and retired in 1994. Earl 
made sure to give back to his community and 
worked tirelessly to improve it. He helped es-
tablish the Crime Stoppers of Lafayette and 
was very active in the Republican Party of 
Louisiana. In addition, he was a charter mem-
ber of the Oakbourne Country Club. But Earl 
never wandered very far from the armed serv-
ices as he served as the President of the 
Honor Air and arranged 22 flights to Wash-
ington, D.C., to visit the memorials. He at-
tended countless funerals throughout 
Acadiana to honor the lives of fallen soldiers. 
His patriotism was only matched by his devo-
tion to his family. 

Earl is survived by his wife of 62 years, Dar-
lene Storey Flatt of Broussard; two sons, Pat 
Flatt of Broussard and Jon Flatt of Austin, 
Texas; two brothers, Wayne Flatt of Dallas, 
Texas, and Estle Flatt of Nashville, Ten-
nessee; five grandchildren, Rachel, Wesley, 
Alys, Leigh Anne, and Olivia; and one great- 
grandson, Cooper. 
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PAYING TRIBUTE TO COL. ROBERT 

PELLETIER 

HON. LEE TERRY 
OF NEBRASKA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, May 8, 2014 

Mr. TERRY. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
honor Col. Robert (Bob) Pelletier, who will re-
tire this year from the United States Army Re-
serve after 30 years of outstanding service. 

Col. Pelletier’s career has spanned decades 
and he has served in various places all over 
the world including Kuwait, Iraq, Korea, Hon-
duras, Germany, and Afghanistan. He served 
in both Operation Desert Storm and the Oper-
ation Iraqi Freedom. 

In 1984 following graduation from The Cita-
del in South Carolina, Col. Pelletier entered 
helicopter flight school at Fort Rucker in Ala-
bama. After completing flight school, Pelletier 
served in the 4th Squadron, 2nd Armored 
Cavalry Regiment until January of 1989, hold-
ing various leadership assignments during his 
tenure. 

In June of 1989, he began his tenure as 
commander of the Headquarters and Service 
Company in Kuwait and Iraq. While in the Mid-
dle East, Col. Pelletier also served as a Plans 
and Operation Officer playing an important 
role in coordinating the United States’ efforts 
in Operation Desert Storm. 

At the conclusion of his service in the Mid-
dle East, Col. Pelletier continued his service 
overseas, first in Musan, Korea and later in 
Honduras, before returning home to the United 
States in 1995. Col. Pelletier landed in 
Omaha, NE, after he joined the United States 
Army Reserves and was placed as the Main-
tenance Branch Chief of the 561st Corps Sup-
port Group. 

In 2003, Col. Pelletier traveled to Germany 
and Kuwait along with the 3rd COSCOM to 
offer support in Operation Iraqi Freedom be-
coming the Director of Rail Operations and 
Reconstruction until March of 2004. 

In January of 2009, Col. Pelletier became 
the Department of Army’s Liaison to the Gov-
ernor of Nebraska for Homeland Security and 
Defense, a position through which he has of-
fered superb service to the state of Nebraska. 

Col. Pelletier has been decorated with many 
awards for his outstanding service including 
the Bronze Star with Oak Leaf and a Meri-
torious Service Medal with Oak Leaf. He is 
also the recipient of the Joint Service Com-
mendation Medal along with the Army 
Achievement Medal. 

Col. Pelletier and his wife, Terry are current 
residents of Omaha, NE where he is a Re-
gional Operations Manager for the Union Pa-
cific Railroad. 

Mr. Speaker, please join me in congratu-
lating Col. Robert Pelletier for his outstanding 
30 years of service to our country and the 
state of Nebraska. 

f 

OUR UNCONSCIONABLE NATIONAL 
DEBT 

HON. MIKE COFFMAN 
OF COLORADO 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, May 8, 2014 

Mr. COFFMAN. Mr. Speaker, on January 
20, 2009, the day President Obama took of-

fice, the national debt was 
$10,626,877,048,913.08. 

Today, it is $17,484,285,711,524.06. We’ve 
added $6,857,408,662,610.98 to our debt in 5 
years. This is over $6.8 trillion in debt our na-
tion, our economy, and our children could 
have avoided with a balanced budget amend-
ment. 

f 

CONDEMNING CHINA FOR VIO-
LATING VIETNAM’S SOV-
EREIGNTY IN THE SOUTH CHINA 
SEA 

HON. ENI F. H. FALEOMAVAEGA 
OF AMERICAN SAMOA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, May 8, 2014 

Mr. FALEOMAVAEGA. Mr. Speaker, as 
Ranking Member of the House Foreign Affairs’ 
Subcommittee on Asia and the Pacific, which 
has broad jurisdiction for U.S. policy affecting 
the region, including Vietnam and China, I rise 
today to strongly condemn China for violating 
Vietnam’s sovereignty in the South China Sea 
and to call upon the U.S. to issue a clear and 
decisive statement of response. 

On May 2, 2014, China anchored HD981 rig 
in Vietnamese waters and deployed dozens of 
naval vessels to support its provocative ac-
tions. On May 3 and May 5, China issued no-
tices banning all vessels from entering the 
area and stating that HD981 rig will conduct 
exploratory drilling. HD981 is anchored totally 
within the Exclusive Economic Zone (EEZ) 
and continental shelf of Vietnam, about 120 
nautical miles from Ly Son island of Vietnam. 

I thank U.S. Senator JOHN MCCAIN for his 
leadership in unequivocally stating that Chi-
na’s territorial claims to the waters have no 
basis in international law. Simply put, China’s 
provocative actions are an escalation of its in-
tent to threaten peace and maritime security in 
the East Sea. 

Since 2009, China has escalated its claims 
of the ‘‘nine-dash line’’, cut the ship cables of 
the ‘‘Binh Minh II’’ and ‘‘Viking II (May and 
June 2011), established ‘‘Sansha City’’ (June 
2012), implemented ‘‘measures to enforce 
‘Fishery Law of the People’s Republic of 
China’ (entering into force since January 
2014), enhanced oil explorations in disputed 
areas, attacked Vietnamese fishing vessels, 
launched patrol boats, and conducted military 
exercises in the South China Sea to flex its 
power and deter other claimants. 

All the while the U.S. response has been 
negligible, although the House Foreign Affairs 
Subcommittee on Asia and the Pacific has 
held hearings on the matter and several Mem-
bers, including myself, have introduced Reso-
lutions to promote a peaceful and collaborative 
resolution to any and all disputes in the South 
China Sea. 

I am especially disappointed by the State 
Department’s weak response to China’s recent 
aggression. U.S. Department of State spokes-
woman Jen Psaki stated, ‘‘Vietnam has de-
clared a 200-nautical-mile exclusive economic 
zone based on its coast line in accordance 
with the law of the sea. Then we call on China 
because China has a different view on that. 
That’s why we continue to call on both sides 
not to take provocative or unilateral actions 
given this is occurring in disputed waters near 
those islands and these events, of course, 

point to the need for claimants to clarify, their 
claims in accordance with international law 
and reach agreement of what types of activi-
ties should be permissible within disputed 
areas such as these waters.’’ 

I call upon the State Department to issue a 
more clear, definitive, and concise statement 
than this. Once more, as Senator MCCAIN stat-
ed, China’s claims have no basis in inter-
national law, and the U.S. State Department 
should not shirk from saying so. I join with 
Senator MCCAIN in calling upon China’s lead-
ers to take immediate steps to de-escalate 
tensions, and I call upon the U.S. to lead the 
way. For historical purposes, I have submitted 
this statement with supporting documentation 
so that there is no dispute about the facts or 
about where I stand. 

[As of May 5, 2014] 
FACTSHEET ON OPERATIONS OF CHINA’S HD–981 

OIL RIG IN VIETNAM’S WATERS 
On May 2, 2014, Vietnamese authorities an-

nounce that at 5:22 am on May 1, 2014, the 
drilling rig HD–981 and 3 oil service vessels of 
China were spotted as going south from the 
northwest of Tri Ton island which belongs to 
Vietnam’s Hoang Sa Archipelago (Paracels). 
At 4:00 pm May 2, 2014, the drilling rig RD– 
981 was set afloat at the location of 15°29′58″ 
North latitude and 111°12′06″ East longitude 
of Tri Ton island with 27 protecting ships. 
This location is about 130 nautical miles off 
Vietnam’s coast and 119 nautical miles off 
Vietnam’s Ly Son island. To date, the num-
ber of Chinese vessels has gone up to more 
than 50. The location of the rig lies well 
within the oil block No. 143 of Vietnam, un-
deniably within Vietnam’s exclusive eco-
nomic zone and continental shelf. 

2. In the last few days, Vietnam has con-
tinuously communicated with China express-
ing its serious concerns. Vietnam has reiter-
ated and stressed that ‘‘the location that the 
Chinese drilling rig HD–981 and protecting 
vessels operate is undeniably within Viet-
nam’s exclusive economic zone and conti-
nental shelf; the operations of this drilling 
rig and protecting vessels have seriously vio-
lated Vietnam’s sovereignty, sovereign 
rights, and national jurisdiction as stipu-
lated by the 1982 United Nations Convention 
on the Law of the Sea (1982 UNCLOS), the 
2002 Declaration of the Conduct of Parties in 
the South China Sea (DOC), other related 
agreements between the two countries’ lead-
ers, and Vietnam-China basic principles on 
settlement of sea issues. Vietnam asks China 
to immediately withdraw the drilling rig and 
protecting vessels out of Vietnam’s waters’’. 

Viet Nam has sufficient historical evi-
dence, legal basis, and de facto administra-
tion over Hoang Sa to assert its sovereign 
rights and national jurisdiction over its ex-
clusive economic zone and continental shelf 
in accordance with the 1982 United Nations 
Convention on the Law of the Sea. Vietnam 
requests that China respect Vietnam’s exer-
cise of sovereignty over Hoang Sa, sovereign 
rights and jurisdiction over its exclusive eco-
nomic zone; and concurrently proposes to 
China to settle the disputes over Hoang Sa 
and other disputes related to Vietnam’s sov-
ereignty, sovereign rights and jurisdiction 
through negotiations and other peaceful 
means in accordance with international law, 
including the United Nations Charter and 
the United Nations Convention on the Law 
of the Sea. 

Vietnam totally rejects and resolutely pro-
tests China’s arguments that the ‘‘operation 
of drilling rig HD–981 is an ordinary activity 
south of Zhongjian island (Tri Ton) of Xisha 
(Hoang Sa) islands’’, and has nothing to do 
with Vietnam’s continental shelf and exclu-
sive economic zone; this is ‘‘an area of the 
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