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The Senate met at 9:30 a.m. and was
called to order by the Honorable JOHN
E. WALSH, a Senator from the State of
Montana.

PRAYER

The Chaplain, Dr. Barry C. Black, of-
fered the following prayer:

Let us pray.

Heavenly Father, thank You for a
land where we believe that our rights
and freedoms come from You. We are
grateful for the gifts of life, liberty,
and dreams, and for those who make
daily sacrifices to protect our liberties.
Empower our lawmakers to protect and
guard the foundations of our freedoms
so that America may bless the world.
When our Senators are weary, replen-
ish their spirits, permitting their light
of patriotism, vision, service, and hope
to continue to burn. Forgive them
when they fail to live up to their high
heritage, as Your grace transforms
them into instruments of Your pur-
poses.

We pray in Your great Name. Amen.

———————

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

The Presiding Officer led the Pledge
of Allegiance, as follows:

I pledge allegiance to the Flag of the
United States of America, and to the Repub-
lic for which it stands, one nation under God,
indivisible, with liberty and justice for all.

APPOINTMENT OF ACTING
PRESIDENT PRO TEMPORE

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
clerk will please read a communication
to the Senate from the President pro
tempore (Mr. LEAHY).

The assistant legislative clerk read
the following letter:

U.S. SENATE,
PRESIDENT PRO TEMPORE,
Washington, DC, May 15, 2014.
To the Senate:

Under the provisions of rule I, paragraph 3,

of the Standing Rules of the Senate, I hereby

Senate

appoint the Honorable JOHN E. WALSH, a
Senator from the State of Montana, to per-
form the duties of the Chair.
PATRICK J. LEAHY,
President pro tempore.
Mr. WALSH thereupon assumed the
Chair as Acting President pro tempore.

————————

RECOGNITION OF THE MAJORITY
LEADER

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. The majority leader is recog-
nized.

———

JUSTICE AND MENTAL HEALTH
COLLABORATION ACT OF 2013—
MOTION TO PROCEED

Mr. REID. Mr. President, I move to
proceed to Calendar No. 92, S. 162, the
Franken Mentally Ill1 Offender Treat-
ment and Crime Reduction Act.

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. The clerk will report the motion.

The assistant legislative clerk read
as follows:

Motion to proceed to Calendar No. 92, S.
162, a bill to reauthorize and improve the
Mentally Ill Offender Treatment and Crime
Reduction Act of 2004.

SCHEDULE

Mr. REID. Mr. President, following
my remarks and those of the Repub-
lican leader, the time until 11:15 a.m.
will be equally divided and controlled
between the two leaders or their des-
ignees. At 11:15 a.m. there will be a se-
ries of rollcall votes in relation to sev-
eral nominations. Following those
votes, the Senate will recess until 1:45
p.m. to allow for the caucus meetings
we are having today. At 1:45 p.m. there
will be another series of rollcall votes
in relation to nominations as well as a
cloture vote on the Wyden substitute
amendment to the tax extenders legis-
lation. The filing deadline for first-de-
gree amendments to the substitute and
the bill is 1 p.m. and the filing deadline
for second-degree amendments to the
substitute is 3 p.m. today.

CAMPAIGN FINANCE

Mr. President, a memo from the
Koch-funded political organization
Americans for Prosperity found its way
into the national press last week. The
memo details Americans for Prosper-
ity’s plan to spend at least $125 mil-
lion—and more if necessary—ensuring
the Koch brothers’ hand-picked can-
didates win elections this November.
This memo was sent to a select group—
the ultrarich, the megarich. That is
who got it. The memo was entitled
‘“‘Confidential Investor Update.”

How fitting for the Koch brothers’
hostile takeover of the American elec-
toral system to call something ‘‘inves-
tor update’”’—investor update. You see,
these billionaires are dumping un-
seemly amounts of money into a shad-
owy political organization. Their dona-
tion is an investment in an America
rigged to benefit themselves at the ex-
pense of the middle class.

The Kochs’ political expenditures are
investments—investments—similar to
any other that is listed in their finan-
cial portfolios, and they absolutely ex-
pect monetary returns on their invest-
ments in buying America. That is what
this is all about.

The Kochs’ bid for a hostile takeover
of American democracy is calculated
to make themselves even richer. Yet
the Kochs and their Republican fol-
lowers in Congress continue to assert
that these hundreds of millions of dol-
lars are free speech.

For evidence of that look no further
than the Republican leader, who has
flatout said: “‘In our society, spending
is speech.”

Let me pose a question to everyone,
including my friend the Republican
leader. If this unprecedented spending
is free speech, where does that leave
our middle-class constituents, the
poor? It leaves them out in the cold.
How could everyday working American
families afford to make their voices
heard if money equals free speech?
Should voters mortgage their homes if
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