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RECOGNIZING THE 10TH ANNIVER-
SARY OF THE REBOZO FESTIVAL

HON. JULIA BROWNLEY

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Monday, May 19, 2014

Ms. BROWNLEY of California. Mr. Speaker,
today | rise to recognize the 10th anniversary
of the Rebozo Festival of Ventura County, an
annual event which celebrates the cultural di-
versity of our region, promotes communal
pride and encourages philanthropic and edu-
cational endeavors.

The first Rebozo Festival took place in 2005
when Las Madrinas (the Godmothers), a small
group of community volunteers, organized and
established the event with the intent of raising
funds for local organizations while celebrating
the rich heritage of the Latino community by
highlighting the colorful Mexican rebozo
(shawl) as the symbol and theme of the event.

Over the years, this event has attracted
hundreds of local residents and out-of-state
visitors who enjoy the liveliness of this cultural
celebration, and above all help contribute to
local commendable organizations.

The Rebozo Festival’'s underlying purpose is
a philanthropic one. For ten years now, the
Rebozo Festival has been able to raise thou-
sands of dollars each year for numerous wor-
thy non-profit organizations focusing on the
cultural, social and educational needs of the
region. Past recipients of these funds include
the Heart 2 Heart Program, United Farm
Workers Freeze Relief Fund, the Oxnard Col-
lege Women’s Re-entry Program and Central
Coast Alliance United for a Sustainable Econ-
omy (CAUSE). This year’'s proceeds will ben-
efit Future Leaders of America—Ventura
County, an organization that works with our
public schools to promote youth empowerment
and leadership. Through the selfless dedica-
tion and work of the event's organizers, the
Rebozo Festival has been able to raise and
contribute over $185,000 to the Ventura Coun-
ty community.

For over a decade, the Rebozo Festival has
promoted and celebrated the richness and di-
versity of the Mexican culture and heritage in
Ventura County. It is with great enthusiasm
that | offer Las Madrinas my sincere congratu-
lations and | am pleased to join them in cele-
brating the 10th anniversary of the Rebozo
Festival.

———

HONORING JUDGE L. CLIFFORD
DAVIS

HON. EDDIE BERNICE JOHNSON

OF TEXAS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Monday, May 19, 2014

Ms. EDDIE BERNICE JOHNSON of Texas.
Mr. Speaker, | rise today to honor Judge L.
Clifford Davis. After 65 years of service, Judge
Davis was awarded the Blackstone Award by
the Tarrant County Bar Association. The
Blackstone Award is given to distinguished in-
dividuals who have demonstrated unwavering
integrity and courage during their careers.

Judge Davis has a rich history of demon-
strable courage as a lawyer. Judge Davis be-
came licensed in Texas in 1953 and eventu-
ally moved to Fort Worth where he led the

charge on desegregating the Mansfield and
Fort Worth Independent School Districts.
Today, the Mansfield and Fort Worth Inde-
pendent School Districts rank among some of
the top public school districts in Texas. In
1983, Judge Davis was elected one of the first
African-American state district judges in
Tarrant County.

Judge Davis was recognized by the
NAACP, inducted into the National Bar Asso-
ciation Hall of Fame, and was awarded the
Silver Gavel Award by the Tarrant County Bar
Association. Judge Davis is also widely recog-
nized by his peers and his neighbors for
strengthening the integrity of our judicial sys-
tem.

Mr. Speaker, Judge Davis has dedicated his
life to empowering individuals who would oth-
erwise be without a voice. Judge Davis had a
direct hand in the fight for equal justice during
the Civil Rights movement, and has contrib-
uted greatly toward improving the legal and
public school systems in Texas. We are grate-
ful for Judge Davis’ service to our country and
courage in the face of adversity and | am
proud to recognize Judge Davis.

—

COMMENDING AMERICAN CHRIS-
TIAN LEADERS FOR STANDING
IN SOLIDARITY WITH CHRIS-
TIANS AND OTHER SMALL RELI-
GIOUS COMMUNITIES IN EGYPT,
IRAQ AND SYRIA

HON. FRANK R. WOLF

OF VIRGINIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Monday, May 19, 2014

Mr. WOLF. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to rec-
ognize over 200 individuals who signed a
Pledge of Solidarity and Call to Action on Be-
half of Christians and Other Small Religious
Communities in Egypt, Iraq and Syria. | was
honored to co-host a press conference earlier
this month with my colleague Representative
ANNA ESHOO. Together, we co-chair the Reli-
gious Minorities in the Middle East Caucus.

The group of signatories to the Pledge rep-
resents the diversity of American Christianity,
with individuals hailing not only from the
Catholic, Protestant and Orthodox traditions
but also a variety of sectors: thought leaders,
clergy, parachurch heads and university and
seminary presidents, among others. They
have recognized that unless the American
church begins to champion this cause, the for-
eign policy establishment will hardly lead the
way.

| regularly meet with beleaguered Christians
from this part of the world. Their stories are
eerily similar: believers kidnapped for ransom;
churches—some full of worshippers—at-
tacked; clergy targeted for killing. In the face
of this violence, Christians are leaving this re-
gion in droves. The resounding theme that
emerges is quite simply a plea for solidarity,
and an appeal for help. Where is the West,
they wonder? With the release of this Call to
Action, | am heartened to say, that these cries
have been heard.

The following individuals spoke at the press
conference:

Leith Anderson, Chair, National Association
of Evangelicals; His Eminence, Cardinal Don-
ald Wuerl; Archbishop Oshagan Cholayan, Ar-
menian Apostolic Church of America; Jim
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Liske, President and CEO, Prison Fellowship

Ministries; Canon Andrew White, Chaplain of

St George Anglican Church, Baghdad; His

Eminence Metropolitan Methodios of Boston,

Greek Orthodox Archdiocese of America; Pas-

tor Jerry Johnson, President and CEO, Na-

tional Religious Broadcasters; Nina Shea, Di-

rector and Senior Scholar, Hudson Institute

Center for Religious Freedom; George Marlin,

Chair, Aid to the Church in Need-USA; Dr.

Elizabeth Prodromou, Visiting Associate Prof.

of Conflict Resolution, The Fletcher School of

Law and Diplomacy, Tufts University; Johnny

Moore, Senior Vice President, Liberty Univer-

sity; Barrett Duke, Vice President for Public

Policy and Research Southern Baptist Ethics

& Religious Liberty Commission; and Joseph

Kassab, Founder and President, Iraqi Chris-

tians Advocacy and Empowerment; Institute

(reading a statement by Chaldean Catholic

Patriarch Louis Raphael Sako).

The text of the Pledge of Solidarity follows:

[May 7, 2014]

PLEDGE OF SOLIDARITY & CALL TO ACTION ON
BEHALF OF CHRISTIANS AND OTHER SMALL
RELIGIOUS COMMUNITIES IN EGYPT, IRAQ AND
SYRIA

FACTS

In today’s Middle East, the majority of the
Christian faith communities, which include
Orthodox, Catholics, and Protestants, suffer
violence, abuse and injustice from extremist
Islamic forces by virtue of being Christian.
Now facing an existential threat to their
presence in the lands where Christianity has
its roots, the Churches in the Middle East
fear they have been largely ignored by their
coreligionists in the West.

Christians collectively form the largest re-
ligious group in the Middle East that is not
Muslim, numbering up to 15 million people.
In a siege that has accelerated over the past
decade, Egypt, Iraqg and Syria—the three
Middle Eastern countries with the largest
Christian communities remaining—have
seen scores of churches deliberately de-
stroyed, many clergy and laypeople targeted
for death, kidnapping, intimidation and forc-
ible conversion, and hundreds of thousands
of believers driven from their countries. The
Christian population in Lebanon, the only
other indigenous Church community in the
region numbering over 1 million, could be
threatened by the instability across its coun-
try’s borders.

No Christian tradition is spared in this
current wave of persecution. While address-
ing the theme of Christian unity, Pope
Francis has called this the ‘‘ecumenism of
blood,” meaning that the extremists do not
discriminate among the Christians they are
attacking. Ecumenical Patriarch Bar-
tholomew has also spoken of the contem-
porary ‘‘crucifixion’ of Christians. In these
same three countries, other defenseless reli-
gious groups—Mandeans, Yizidis, Baha’is,
Ahmadis and others—suffer similarly.

It has become abundantly clear that the
brutal extremist campaigns are resulting in
the eradication of non-Muslim religious com-
munities or, for those who remain, denying
them from having any influence or even
basic rights within their society’s political,
social or cultural spheres. While there is no
apparent organization or coordination
among the various violent actors from na-
tion to nation, their actions are leading to
one conclusion: the very real possibility that
Christianity may soon be exiled from the re-
gion of its origin.

These assaults continue despite rejection
by the majority of Muslims and condemna-
tion by prominent Muslim voices, such as
Jordan’s Prince Ghazi bin Mohammed and
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Iraq’s Grand Ayatollah Sistani. Many Mus-
lims also face grave threats from the ex-
tremist groups and forces that wreak de-
struction in the name of a political interpre-
tation of Islam.

The current trajectory, marked by polit-
ical violence and, in the cases of Iraq and
Syria, full-blown war, risks a Middle East
largely emptied of the millennia-old pres-
ence of Christians. Turkey offers an example
of what the future may hold for the region as
a whole: the Christian population con-
stitutes a mere 0.15 percent of that country’s
79 million people, down from almost a quar-
ter of the population a century ago. Turkey’s
Christian community, once the heart of
BEastern Christendom, is nearly gone.

Britain’s Prince Charles has drawn atten-
tion to this crisis. A life-long proponent of
building bridges between the Christian and
Muslim faiths through dialogue, he warned
last year: ‘“We cannot ignore the fact that
Christians in the Middle East are, increas-
ingly, being deliberately targeted by fun-
damentalist Islamist militants. Christianity
was, literally, born in the Middle East and
we must not forget our Middle Eastern
brothers and sisters in Christ.”

Testifying about Egypt before the U.S.
Congress in December 2013, Bishop Angaelos
of the Coptic Orthodox Church in the UK
made similar observations. He stated that
the attacks by ‘‘radical elements’” are not
merely targeting individuals, but ‘‘the Chris-
tian and minority presence in its entirety.”
Over three days in August 2013, Egypt’s Cop-
tic Christians who, numbering about 8 mil-
lion, comprise the region’s largest Christian
community, experienced the worst single at-
tack against their churches in 700 years.
Both before and after that episode, the Copts
have suffered other violence, including a
mob assault on the Cairo Cathedral of the
Coptic Pope during a funeral service and the
bombing of the Church of Two Saints that
killed dozens of people. Tens of thousands of
Copts are estimated to have fled their home-
land in recent years.

During more than a decade of political tur-
moil in Iraq, Christians have been targeted
and killed in their churches, school buses,
neighborhoods and shops. Canon Andrew
White, the leader of Iraq’s only Anglican
Church, asserted that ‘‘all the churches are
targets.”

In Syria, large segments of both the Chris-
tian and Muslim populations have already
been displaced and many, who suffer daily
assault, forced starvation and unspeakable
hardships, are leaving the country. The
Christian community is caught in the middle
of a brutal war. But the Christians are also
victims of beheadings, summary executions,
kidnappings, and forcible conversions, in de-
liberate efforts to suppress or eradicate their
religious faith. Over 30 percent of Syria’s
Christian churches are reported to have al-
ready been destroyed. Recently, extremists
have driven out virtually all the population
from the Christian towns of Maaloula and
Kessab. An entire convent of nuns was taken
hostage and held for ransom, along with
many others. Priests who have worked to
improve interfaith relations and sought
truces among the warring Muslim factions
have been assassinated. Two Orthodox
bishops, Metropolitans Mar  Gregorios
Yohanna Ibrahim and Boulos Yazigi, have
been held captive since April 22, 2013.

Baghdad’s Catholic Chaldean Patriarch
Louis Sako recounts: ‘“For almost two mil-
lennia Christian communities have lived in
Iraq, Syria, Egypt and elsewhere in the Mid-
dle East. . . . Unfortunately, in the 21st cen-
tury Middle Eastern Christians are being se-
verely persecuted. In most of these
countries, Islamist extremists see Christians
as an obstacle to their plans.’”” He states that
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“it is sad to note that most Western Chris-
tians have no real awareness of the painful
situation of Christians in the Middle East,
even though they could actually highlight
their real condition and raise awareness
among politicians.”

Along with other vulnerable religious
groups, Egyptian, Iraqi and Syrian Chris-
tians are now leaving their countries in
great numbers not simply to look for better
economic opportunities. They are fleeing
conflict and violence and targeted campaigns
against them that have included the fol-
lowing:

Scores of churches—some while full of wor-
shippers—monasteries, cemeteries, and Bible
centers have been deliberately demolished
and crosses on others have been removed.

The building and repairing of churches has
sometimes been curbed and prohibited.

Private Christian homes, businesses and
lands have been looted, confiscated or de-
stroyed because some challenge Christians’
right to property, thus curtailing Iliveli-
hoods.

Christians, including some clergy, after
being identified as such by their names, iden-
tity cards, or some other means, have been
beheaded, shot execution-style or otherwise
brutally murdered. Clergy have also been
killed for their peace-making efforts or sim-
ply as personifications of the Christian faith.

Untold numbers of Christians, including
bishops, priests, pastors, and nuns, have been
kidnapped and held for ransom.

Young women have been abducted and
forced to convert to Islam and marry their
captors.

In some instances, Christians have been
told to convert to Islam or be killed; some
have been forced to pay protection money.

In one Syrian town, Christians have been
forced to submit to dhimmi contracts (the
terms for protecting Jews and Christians in
Muslim lands that are attributed to the Is-
lamic 7th century Caliph Umar) under which
their religious and other rights are sup-
pressed and they live as second class citi-
zZens.

Muslim apostasy and blasphemy codes and
standards for dress, occupation and social be-
havior are being enforced for Christians, as
well as for Muslims, in some communities.

Given the above, Christians have been ei-
ther intimidated or barred from practicing
their faith publicly.

Such abuse and injustice are frequent and
pervasive enough to form observable pat-
terns in these three countries. Extremists
and terrorist gangs are behind most of these
incidents; they have been carried out largely
with impunity, and sometimes with the ac-
quiescence of state and local authorities. It
is their cumulative effect that has triggered
the current massive exodus of Christians.

American religious leaders need to pray
and speak with greater urgency about this
human rights crisis. The sense of abandon-
ment felt by the Middle Eastern Churches is
reflected in the searing words of Patriarch
Sako, last December: “We feel forgotten and
isolated. We sometimes wonder, if they kill
us all, what would be the reaction of Chris-
tians in the West? Would they do something
then?”

PLEDGE OF SOLIDARITY

We, as Orthodox, Catholic, and Protestant
leaders, have come together in this joint
pledge to speak up for our fellow Christians
and other threatened religious communities
in the Middle East. We invite other faith
leaders and all men and women of good will
who are concerned with the dignity and safe-
ty of all human beings to join us in this ur-
gent task.

We are compelled to take this action by
the grave dangers that confront the Church-

May 19, 2014

es of Egypt, Iraq and Syria, in particular.
While Christians have been leaving the Mid-
dle East for many years, and, in these three
countries, members of all communities—in-
cluding smaller religious communities and
Muslims—suffer from violence and political
turmoil, the Egyptian, Iraqi and Syrian
Christian communities, under the additional
scourge of intensifying religious extremism,
are experiencing a sudden, massive exodus of
their members from the region. Since these
communities account for most of the indige-
nous Christians in today’s Middle East, the
continued presence of Christians in the re-
gion where Christianity originated 2,000
years ago is threatened.

Recognizing the spiritual, humanitarian
and geopolitical implications of this historic
flight, we have joined together to affirm our
moral obligation to speak and act in defense
of religious freedom for all human beings.

As Americans, we believe that the ability
to worship God, or not, and to practice freely
one’s faith, is a basic, inalienable human
right, as recognized in our country’s found-
ing documents, and that it has universal ap-
plication. We witness this right under as-
sault today in Egypt, Iraq and Syria.

As Christians, we are called to take to
heart Jesus’ own words in the Gospel of Luke
that he was sent to, ‘‘proclaim freedom for
the prisoners” and to ‘‘set the oppressed
free.”” We look, too, to what Paul told the
Corinthians, speaking of the Church as the
Body of Christ, “If one part suffers, every
part suffers with it.”” We are also enjoined in
the book of Hebrews to ‘‘continue to remem-
ber those in prison as if you were together
with them in prison, and those who are mis-
treated as if you yourselves were suffering.”’
We are aggrieved by the suffering in the Mid-
dle East today of our brothers and sisters in
Christ.

We pledge to call together our own con-
gregations and communities in sustained
prayer, education and engagement in US for-
eign policy on behalf of these Christians and
other threatened religious communities of
Egypt, Iraq and Syria. All too clearly, we see
the ‘‘tears of the oppressed” and cannot ig-
nore them.

CALL TO ACTION

While the fate of Christians in the Middle
East is unquestionably important to Chris-
tians, it should be emphasized that the con-
tinued presence of Christians, along with
other religious communities, is in the na-
tional interest of that region’s countries and
it is in America’s own national interest. We
agree with President Obama’s assertion be-
fore this year’s National Prayer Breakfast
that the right to religious freedom is an es-
sential human right that ‘“‘matters to our na-
tional security.”

Religious diversity provides the important
experience of different faith communities
living together. If the robust communities of
Egyptian, Iraqi and Syrian Christians and
other smaller religious communities con-
tinue to leave the Middle East, pluralistic
coexistence would tragically be diminished
region-wide. The Christians of Egypt, Iraq
and Syria have rejected violence as an ac-
ceptable response to oppression and, instead,
by both word and action, have supported a
message of peace and non-violence.

Though Christians are a fraction of the
overall populations of these three countries,
they have long been an integral part of the
social fabric, and have contributed, along-
side Muslims, to the construction of the
Arab civilization. They have had an espe-
cially formative role in promoting edu-
cation, literacy, learning and health care
that benefits society as a whole. They have
participated in forming professional and en-
trepreneurial groups important for a dy-
namic middle class, as well as given rise to
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active intellectuals long committed to inter-
national norms and practices of human
rights, the rule of law, and equal rights of in-
dividual citizenship—all essential for democ-
racy and hence for making these countries
partners in building societies where all
faiths can live and prosper.

We are compelled to ask: Why are the
Christians currently being killed or driven
out? These communities represent openness
to others and a desire for truth, even if in-
convenient. They love learning and seek an
equal share in building their respective na-
tions. They do not believe in retaliation and
embrace forgiveness. They respect individual
life as an end in itself not as a means. These
are attributes many Muslims also share and
ones that any country would appreciate.

Even as we pledge to do all within our
power to alleviate the suffering of Christians
and other small religious communities in the
Middle East, we urgently appeal for action
from our government to recognize and act
upon the unique plight of these religious
communities.

It is our conviction that American foreign
policy can be more effectively used to advo-
cate for policies that protect international
religious freedom for all. We welcomed Presi-
dent Obama’s public remarks regarding his
March 27 meeting with Pope Francis, con-
cerning his reaffirmation that ‘it is central
to U.S. foreign policy that we protect the in-
terests of religious minorities around the
world.” As a matter of conscience, we, there-
fore, respectfully call for the following ac-
tions:

I. Appointment of the Special Envoy on
Middle East Religious Minorities. A new spe-
cial envoy post, filled by a prominent and
knowledgeable citizen is needed for deep en-
gagement in the issues and circumstances af-
fecting Christians and other small religious
communities in the region. Over 20 special
envoy posts exist to protect a range of other
groups and interests but none is dedicated to
the plight of Middle Eastern religious mi-
norities. American policies continue to be
formed without adequately taking into ac-
count the impact they might have on these
vulnerable communities. A high caliber
envoy of stature who has the ear of the
President could increase American engage-
ment regarding Middle Eastern religious mi-
norities, so that:

The views and interests, including physical
safety and equal rights as citizens, of the
members of small, defenseless groups are
considered in any peace negotiations con-
cerning Syria.

Every diplomatic effort is made to press
other governments in the region to stop fa-
cilitating, harboring, and assisting any ex-
tremist groups and militias, and to foster re-
spect for the defenseless religious commu-
nities.

Other policies to promote tolerance and re-
spect for members of vulnerable religious
communities in the Middle East are consid-
ered at the highest levels while there is still
time to act.

It was just such a special envoy who helped
draw attention to genocidal levels of reli-
gious and ethnic persecution in Sudan and
usher in a comprehensive peace agreement
to end the north-south conflict there in 2005.

II. Review of Foreign Aid. As he has done
in the interest of other stated administra-
tion priorities, President Obama should ini-
tiate an internal review to ensure that
American assistance programs, especially
those that support national governments,
uphold policies and principles that relate to
religious freedom and pluralism. The review
should include examining the region’s na-
tional textbooks, local governmental broad-
casting, statements by public officials, and
national identity cards, where the inclusion

of one’s religious identity is often used to
deny rights. U.S. government-sponsored
broadcasting, legal and constitutional assist-
ance, and educational efforts should promote
religious tolerance and protect religious
freedom, including for small religious
groups.

III. Refugee & Reconstruction Assistance.
Our principal purpose in speaking out is to
help Christian communities and other de-
fenseless religious groups remain safely in
the region. To that end, the vulnerable reli-
gious minorities, including those who are
refugees in neighboring countries or dis-
placed within their home countries, must
have equitable access to American refugee,
humanitarian, repatriation, and reconstruc-
tion aid. Many will need assistance to be re-
located elsewhere in the region and Amer-
ican help could be decisive. The U.S. govern-
ment must ensure that religious minorities
are not discriminated against by local au-
thorities in the distribution of aid donated
by the U.S. government, as was reported to
have occurred at certain junctures in Iraq,
contributing to the wholesale exodus of its
Christians and other small religious commu-
nities. It must also continue to reach Chris-
tians and others who eschew UN refugee
camps that they perceive to be controlled by
extremist groups. In some particularly trag-
ic instances, we recognize that individual
members of defenseless religious commu-
nities will never be able to return to their
homes, and urge that those individuals be
given fast track asylum in the United States
and elsewhere in the West.

CONCLUSION

A generation ago, American religious lead-
ers successfully mobilized support for the
International Religious Freedom Act of 1998.
That law created the U.S. Commission on
International Religious Freedom and insti-
tutionalized regular State Department re-
porting on the status of religious liberty
around the world. That legislation should be
credited with helping to establish, as Presi-
dent Obama acknowledged at the National
Prayer Breakfast last February, that ‘‘pro-
moting religious freedom is a key objective
of U.S. foreign policy.” Now, new action is
desperately needed by our churches, our gov-
ernment and our civil society institutions
here in the United States, and by all people
of good will to make that objective a reality.

(Signatories are signing in their individual
capacities and titles are included for identi-
fication purposes only.)

———————

IN SUPPORT OF NATIONAL
MILITARY APPRECIATION MONTH

HON. SHEILA JACKSON LEE

OF TEXAS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Monday, May 19, 2014

Ms. JACKSON LEE. Mr. Speaker, | rise
today to commemorate National Military Ap-
preciation Month and to honor the extraor-
dinary bravery and sacrifice of our men and
women in uniform by celebrating.

Each May, veteran and service organiza-
tions come together to hold events around the
country to demonstrate their gratitude to cur-
rent and former men and women in uniform
and their families for their service to our coun-
try.

yFrom Military Spouse Appreciation Day to
Memorial Day, the month of May is a time
when a grateful nation acknowledges and af-
firms the debt owed to those brave men and
women who risked their lives to preserve the
freedoms we too often take for granted.
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It is important that we recognize and cele-
brate the tremendous role military personnel
have played across the globe.

Texas is home to more than 130,000 active
military personnel and more than 1,600,000
veterans, 30,000 of which are from the 18th
Congressional District of Texas.

It has been an honor to represent these
constituents and | am extremely proud of their
service.

As we acknowledge our former, current and
future military men and women, it is essential
that we provide them with the resources nec-
essary to help wounded warriors, veterans,
and their families transition to civilian life.

That is why | was proud to cosponsor and
help shepherd to passage H.R. 1344, Helping
Heroes Fly Act, that was signed into law in
2013 and which facilitates expedited pas-
senger screening at airports for service mem-
bers who are severely injured or disabled,
along with their families.

| also introduced H.R. 4110, the “Helping to
Encourage Real Opportunity for Veterans
Transitioning from Battlespace to Workplace
Act of 2014,” which provides strong incentives
for employers to hire, retain, and employ vet-
erans in positions that take maximum advan-
tage of their skills and experience.

Mr. Speaker, in closing | recognize by the
name the 53 brave men and women from my
home city of Houston, who served in Iraq and
Afghanistan and gave the last full measure of
devotion to their country.

They are: Krystal Fitts, Jorge Luis
Velasquez, Cody Norris, Jacob Molina, Pedro
Maldonado, Edwardo Loredo, Matthew Catlett,
Zarian Wood, Andrew Roughton, Edgar
Heredia, Joshua Molina, Steven Candelo,
Scott Mcintosh, Orlando Perez, Jeremy Ray,
Benjamin Garrison, Rodney Johnson, Matthew
Medlicott, Alan Austin, William Edwards, Eric
Salinas, Danny Soto, Roy Jones, Terrence
Dunn, Hector Leija, David Fraser, Benjamin
Rosales, Kenneth Pugh, Alberto Sanchez,
Walter Moss, Michael Robertson, Howard
Babcock, Timothy Roark, Ivica Jerak, Phillip
George, Keith Mariotti, Clinton Gertson, Dexter
Kimble, Jesus Leon-Perez, Thomas Zapp, Eric
Allton, Andrew Houghton, Juan Torres, Pedro
Contreras, Adolfo Carballo, Scott Larson,
Leroy Sandoval, Armando Soriano, Keelan
Moss, A. Esparza-Gutierrez, Tomas Sotelo,
Brian Matthew Kennedy, and Brian Craig.

God bless them. And may God bless the
United States.

———

HONORING LYNN BUCHANAN,
NEWBURY PARK BREAKAWAY
FROM CANCER CHAMPION

HON. JULIA BROWNLEY

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Monday, May 19, 2014

Ms. BROWNLEY of California. Mr. Speaker,
| rise today to congratulate Newbury Park can-
cer survivor and my constituent, Lynn
Buchanan, who has been named a Breakaway
from Cancer champion.

As a Breakaway from Cancer champion,
Ms. Buchanan will be honored as part of the
“Amgen Tour of California,” the largest cycling
race in the United States. Ms. Buchanan will
lead the “Breakaway Mile,” a special walk to
the Tour of California finish line in Thousand
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