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deepest gratitude to those who have 
selflessly dedicated their lives pro-
tecting our freedom. In particular, I 
want to remember Second Lieutenant 
Walter Truemper and Lieutenant Colo-
nel William Robert Holstine, both of 
Aurora, Illinois. 

Army Air Force Second Lieutenant 
and Medal of Honor recipient Truemper 
was honored this Armed Forces Day 
with the naming of Walter E. Truemper 
Lane in Aurora. As navigator of a B–17 
bomber during World War II, Truemper 
was ordered to abandon his plane fol-
lowing German gunfire which killed 
the copilot. But as the pilot remained 
alive but immobile, he refused to 
desert the plane. Unfortunately, after 
three attempts to land the plane, it fa-
tally crashed. 

Lieutenant Colonel Holstine earned 
several awards for his 29 years of serv-
ice to the Army and was an avid run-
ner, a military science professor at 
Wheaton College, and a project man-
ager for the Army Reserve. Lieutenant 
Colonel Holstine lost his battle with 
cancer this February. I am privileged 
to be honoring him and his wife at 
Kane County’s Memorial Day cere-
monies next week. 

f 

RECESS 

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr. 
MESSER). Pursuant to clause 12(a) of 
rule I, the Chair declares the House in 
recess subject to the call of the Chair. 

Accordingly (at 2 o’clock and 11 min-
utes p.m.), the House stood in recess. 

f 

b 1600 

AFTER RECESS 

The recess having expired, the House 
was called to order by the Speaker pro 
tempore (Mr. COLLINS of New York) at 
4 p.m. 

f 

PERMISSION TO FILE SUPPLE-
MENTAL REPORT ON H.R. 4435 

Mrs. WALORSKI. Mr. Speaker, I ask 
unanimous consent that the Com-
mittee on Armed Services be author-
ized to file a supplemental report on 
the bill, H.R. 4435. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there 
objection to the request of the gentle-
woman from Indiana? 

There was no objection. 

f 

ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER 
PRO TEMPORE 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 8 of rule XX, the Chair 
will postpone further proceedings 
today on motions to suspend the rules 
on which a recorded vote or the yeas 
and nays are ordered, or on which the 
vote incurs objection under clause 6 of 
rule XX. 

Record votes on postponed questions 
will be taken later. 

AMENDING TITLE 23, UNITED 
STATES CODE, REGARDING 
UNITED STATES ROUTE 78 IN 
MISSISSIPPI 
Mr. PETRI. Mr. Speaker, I move to 

suspend the rules and pass the bill 
(H.R. 4268) to amend title 23, United 
States Code, with respect to United 
States Route 78 in Mississippi, and for 
other purposes. 

The Clerk read the title of the bill. 
The text of the bill is as follows: 

H. R. 4268 
Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-

resentatives of the United States of America in 
Congress assembled, 
SECTION 1. UNITED STATES ROUTE 78 IN MIS-

SISSIPPI. 
Section 127 of title 23, United States Code, 

is amended by adding at the end the fol-
lowing: 

‘‘(j) UNITED STATES ROUTE 78 IN MIS-
SISSIPPI.—If any segment of United States 
Route 78 in Mississippi from mile marker 0 
to mile marker 113 is designated as part of 
the Interstate System, no limit established 
under this section may apply to that seg-
ment with respect to the operation of any 
vehicle that could have legally operated on 
that segment before such designation.’’. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentleman from 
Wisconsin (Mr. PETRI) and the gen-
tleman from Massachusetts (Mr. CAPU-
ANO) each will control 20 minutes. 

The Chair recognizes the gentleman 
from Wisconsin. 

GENERAL LEAVE 
Mr. PETRI. Mr. Speaker, I ask unani-

mous consent that all Members may 
have 5 legislative days in which to re-
vise and extend their remarks and in-
clude extraneous material on the bill 
before us. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there 
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Wisconsin? 

There was no objection. 
Mr. PETRI. Mr. Speaker, I yield my-

self such time as I may consume. 
I rise in support of H.R. 4268, a bill to 

amend title 23, United States Code, 
with respect to United States Route 78 
in Mississippi, and for other purposes. 

H.R. 4268 allows commercial vehicles 
currently operating on United States 
Route 78 in Mississippi, between mile 
marker zero and mile marker 113, to 
continue to operate after that segment 
is designated as part of the interstate 
highway system. 

This bill is similar to H.R. 2353, a bill 
which I sponsored, that provides a 
similar allowance for commercial vehi-
cles operating currently on Highway 41 
in the State of Wisconsin. That bill 
passed the House by voice vote on July 
22, 2013. 

I urge all of my colleagues to support 
H.R. 4268. It allows for commerce to 
continue in Mississippi in an orderly 
way. It would not involve any new use 
of the roads. 

The only thing that would change is 
the designation of the highway from 
U.S. to interstate. Otherwise, people 
that had special permits to operate or 
were operating under State law on the 
previous highway would continue oper-
ating. No new use would be permitted. 

I urge my colleagues to support this 
limited, basically technical piece of 
legislation. 

Mr. Speaker, I reserve the balance of 
my time. 

Mr. CAPUANO. Mr. Speaker, I too 
rise in support of H.R. 4268. Very sim-
ply put, this is a State highway that 
already has an exemption to the weight 
limits pursuant to State law. They are 
changing the State highway into an 
interstate highway, therefore, requir-
ing us to provide a waiver for this very 
simple item. 

As the gentleman before me said, it 
is a noncontroversial item, but it is a 
necessary step that we take. 

Mr. Speaker, I reserve the balance of 
my time. 

Mr. PETRI. Mr. Speaker, I yield such 
time as he may consume to my col-
league from Mississippi (Mr. 
NUNNELEE). 

Mr. NUNNELEE. Mr. Speaker, I 
thank the gentleman from Wisconsin 
for yielding. I too rise in support of 
H.R. 4268. 

In Mississippi, U.S. Highway 78 cuts 
diagonally through the foothills of the 
Appalachians to Memphis. This is the 
highway that our most famous native 
son, Elvis Presley, took as he made his 
way from his hometown and my home-
town of Tupelo, Mississippi, to find his 
way to Sun Studio in Memphis. 

While there were others whose ca-
reers may not nearly have been so visi-
ble, they made the same road. People 
came home from World War II, and 
they felt their only option in Mis-
sissippi was to leave to find a better 
way of life for their families, so they 
made their way to Memphis and then 
north. 

For the three decades following the 
end of World War II, they settled in and 
around the Great Lakes. There were 
small towns in Illinois and Wisconsin 
that had neighborhoods literally dotted 
with families from Mississippi, neigh-
borhoods in Waukegan and Zion, Au-
rora and Kenosha and Racine; and you 
go on the streets, and you find people 
from Baldwyn and Marietta, Mantachie 
and Booneville. 

In recent years, we have had a renais-
sance of advanced manufacturing in 
Mississippi. This growth has been driv-
en by regional cooperation among our 
local leaders, tough decisions that were 
made at the State level, but it has been 
primarily driven by the strong work 
ethic of those same people from Appa-
lachia. 

In fact, a few months ago, I was vis-
iting in one of the advanced manufac-
turing facilities involved in automobile 
manufacturing parts, talking to a man 
in Mantachie. He smiled, and he said: 
The great news about this job is I got 
to come home. 

In order to accommodate all this new 
growth, we found it important to up-
grade U.S. Highway 78 and make it 
Interstate 22. A lot of work has been 
done by Federal, State, and local 
stakeholders. 

We are about ready to make that 
transition, but there is one more 

VerDate Mar 15 2010 02:37 May 20, 2014 Jkt 039060 PO 00000 Frm 00003 Fmt 4634 Sfmt 0634 E:\CR\FM\K19MY7.005 H19MYPT1jb
el

l o
n 

D
S

K
7S

P
T

V
N

1P
R

O
D

 w
ith

 H
O

U
S

E



CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — HOUSEH4440 May 19, 2014 
change that needs to be completed. A 
small tweak in the law is necessary. 

While advanced manufacturing is a 
very important part of our economy, 
agriculture is still a very important 
part of our economy as well. 

Under the existing law, ag products 
on the way to the market have to ob-
tain a permit that they can carry an 
additional 5 percent weight on U.S. 
Highway 78. In the absence of that bill, 
that permit would not be available. 

To make it clear, this bill is no loss, 
no gain. The roadway that is in use 
today is the exact same roadway that 
will be used as Interstate 22. The mile 
markers, as you have heard, are speci-
fied in the legislation. There is not one 
additional vehicle that can legally 
travel this road under this law that 
would be able to do so under a new law. 

That is why I urge passage of this 
bill. I want to thank the ranking mem-
ber, I want to thank the chairman, and 
I also want to thank the senior mem-
ber of the Mississippi delegation for his 
cooperation in making this possible. 

Mr. CAPUANO. Mr. Speaker, I have 
no further speakers, and I yield back 
the balance of my time. 

Mr. PETRI. Mr. Speaker, I urge all 
Members to support the bill before us, 
and I yield back the balance of my 
time. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
question is on the motion offered by 
the gentleman from Wisconsin (Mr. 
PETRI) that the House suspend the 
rules and pass the bill, H.R. 4268. 

The question was taken; and (two- 
thirds being in the affirmative) the 
rules were suspended and the bill was 
passed. 

A motion to reconsider was laid on 
the table. 

f 

AWARDING CONGRESSIONAL GOLD 
MEDAL TO THE 65TH INFANTRY 
REGIMENT 

Mr. HUIZENGA of Michigan. Mr. 
Speaker, I move to suspend the rules 
and pass the bill (H.R. 1726) to award a 
Congressional Gold Medal to the 65th 
Infantry Regiment, known as the 
Borinqueneers, as amended. 

The Clerk read the title of the bill. 
The text of the bill is as follows: 

H.R. 1726 
Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-

resentatives of the United States of America in 
Congress assembled, 
SECTION 1. FINDINGS. 

The Congress finds the following: 
(1) In 1898, the United States acquired 

Puerto Rico in the Treaty of Paris that 
ended the Spanish-American War and, by the 
following year, Congress had authorized rais-
ing a unit of volunteer soldiers in the newly 
acquired territory. 

(2) In May 1917, two months after legisla-
tion granting United States citizenship to 
individuals born in Puerto Rico was signed 
into law, and one month after the United 
States entered World War I, the unit was 
transferred to the Panama Canal Zone in 
part because United States Army policy at 
the time restricted most segregated units to 
noncombat roles, even though the regiment 
could have contributed to the fighting effort. 

(3) In June 1920, the unit was re-designated 
as the ‘‘65th Infantry Regiment, United 
States Army’’, and served as the United 
States military’s last segregated unit com-
posed primarily of Hispanic soldiers. 

(4) In January 1943, 13 months after the at-
tack on Pearl Harbor that marked the entry 
of the United States into World War II, the 
Regiment again deployed to the Panama 
Canal Zone before deploying overseas in the 
spring of 1944. 

(5) Despite relatively limited combat serv-
ice in World War II, the Regiment suffered 
casualties in the course of defending against 
enemy attacks, with individual soldiers 
earning one Distinguished Service Cross, two 
Silver Stars, two Bronze Stars and 90 Purple 
Hearts. The Regiment received campaign 
participation credit for Rome-Arno, Rhine-
land, Ardennes-Alsace, and Central Europe. 

(6) Although an executive order issued by 
President Harry S. Truman in July 1948 de-
clared it to be United States policy to ensure 
equality of treatment and opportunity for all 
persons in the armed services without re-
spect to race or color, implementation of 
this policy had yet to be fully realized when 
armed conflict broke out on the Korean Pe-
ninsula in June 1950, and both African-Amer-
ican soldiers and Puerto Rican soldiers 
served in segregated units. 

(7) Brigadier General William W. Harris, 
who served as the Regiment’s commander 
during the early stages of the Korean War, 
later recalled that he had initially been re-
luctant to take the position because of ‘‘prej-
udice’’ within the military and ‘‘the feeling 
of the officers and even the brass of the Pen-
tagon . . . that the Puerto Rican wouldn’t 
make a good combat soldier. . . I know my 
contemporaries felt that way and, in all hon-
esty, I must admit that at the time I had the 
same feeling . . . that the Puerto Rican was 
a rum and Coca-Cola soldier.’’. 

(8) One of the first opportunities the Regi-
ment had to prove its combat worthiness 
arose on the eve of the Korean War during 
Operation PORTREX, one of the largest 
military exercises that had been conducted 
up until that point, where the Regiment dis-
tinguished itself by repelling an offensive 
consisting of over 32,000 troops from the 82nd 
Airborne Division and the United States Ma-
rine Corps, supported by the Navy and Air 
Force, thereby demonstrating that the Regi-
ment could hold its own against some of the 
best-trained forces in the United States mili-
tary. 

(9) In August 1950, with the United States 
Army’s situation in Korea deteriorating, the 
Department of the Army’s headquarters de-
cided to bolster the 3rd Infantry Division 
and, owing in part to the 65th Infantry Regi-
ment’s outstanding performance during Op-
eration PORTREX, it was among the units 
selected for the combat assignment. The de-
cision to send the Regiment to Korea and at-
tach it to the 3rd Infantry Division was a 
landmark change in the United States mili-
tary’s racial and ethnic policy. 

(10) As the Regiment sailed to Asia in Sep-
tember 1950, members of the unit informally 
decided to call themselves the 
‘‘Borinqueneers’’, a term derived from the 
Taı́no word for Puerto Rico meaning ‘‘land of 
the brave lord’’. 

(11) The story of the 65th Infantry Regi-
ment during the Korean War has been aptly 
described as ‘‘one of pride, courage, heart-
break, and redemption’’. 

(12) Fighting as a segregated unit from 1950 
to 1952, the Regiment participated in some of 
the fiercest battles of the war, and its tough-
ness, courage and loyalty earned the admira-
tion of many who had previously harbored 
reservations about Puerto Rican soldiers 
based on lack of previous fighting experience 
and negative stereotypes, including Briga-

dier General Harris, whose experience even-
tually led him to regard the Regiment as 
‘‘the best damn soldiers that I had ever 
seen’’. 

(13) After disembarking at Pusan, South 
Korea in September 1950, the Regiment 
blocked the escape routes of retreating 
North Korean units and overcame pockets of 
resistance. The most significant battle took 
place near Yongam-ni in October when the 
Regiment routed a force of 400 enemy troops. 
By the end of the month, the Regiment had 
taken 921 prisoners while killing or wound-
ing more than 600 enemy soldiers. Its success 
led General Douglas MacArthur, Com-
mander-in-Chief of the United Nations Com-
mand in Korea, to observe that the Regiment 
was ‘‘showing magnificent ability and cour-
age in field operations’’. 

(14) The Regiment landed on the eastern 
coast of North Korea in early November 1950. 
In December 1950, following China’s interven-
tion in the war, the Regiment engaged in a 
series of fierce battles to cover the rear 
guard of the 1st Marine Division during the 
fighting retreat from the Chosin Reservoir to 
the enclave at Hungnam, North Korea, one of 
the greatest withdrawals in modern military 
history. 

(15) When General MacArthur ordered the 
evacuation of Hungnam in mid-December, 
the Regiment was instrumental in securing 
the port, and was among the last units—if 
not the last unit—to depart the beachhead 
on Christmas Eve, suffering significant cas-
ualties in the process. Under the Regiment’s 
protection, 105,000 troops and 100,000 refugees 
were evacuated, along with 350,000 tons of 
supplies and 17,500 military vehicles. 

(16) The brutal winter conditions during 
the campaign presented significant hard-
ships for soldiers in the Regiment, who 
lacked appropriate gear to fight in sub-zero 
temperatures. 

(17) Between January and March 1951, the 
Regiment participated in numerous oper-
ations to recover and retain South Korean 
territory lost to the enemy, assaulting heav-
ily fortified enemy positions and conducting 
the last recorded battalion-sized bayonet as-
sault in United States Army history. 

(18) On January 31, 1951, the commander of 
Eighth Army, Lieutenant General Matthew 
B. Ridgway, wrote to the Regiment’s com-
mander: ‘‘What I saw and heard of your regi-
ment reflects great credit on you, your regi-
ment, and the people of Puerto Rico, who 
can be proud of their valiant sons. I am con-
fident that their battle records and training 
levels will win them high honors. . . . Their 
conduct in battle has served only to increase 
the high regard in which I hold these fine 
troops.’’. 

(19) On February 3, 1951, General Mac-
Arthur wrote: ‘‘The Puerto Ricans forming 
the ranks of the gallant 65th Infantry on the 
battlefields of Korea by valor, determina-
tion, and a resolute will to victory give daily 
testament to their invincible loyalty to the 
United States and the fervor of their devo-
tion to those immutable standards of human 
relations to which the Americans and Puerto 
Ricans are in common dedicated. They are 
writing a brilliant record of achievement in 
battle and I am proud indeed to have them in 
this command. I wish that we might have 
many more like them.’’. 

(20) The Regiment played a central role in 
the United States military’s counteroffen-
sive responding to a major push by the Chi-
nese Communist Forces (CFF) in 1951, win-
ning praise for its superb performance in 
multiple battles, including Operations KILL-
ER and RIPPER, as well as for its actions on 
February 14th, when the Regiment inflicted 
nearly 1,000 enemy casualties at a cost of 
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