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conviction of 53 individuals who have served
a combined 1083 years wrongfully imprisoned,
and at any given time is working on 20 or so
cases at various stages of investigation.

| cannot stress strongly enough the courage
and heart Jim exemplifies in this now crowded
field of work. He not only chose to work for
people he did not know, but he used his own
money to do so. Unlike most of the people
doing similar work today who have universities
to pay their salaries and give them office and
staff, Jim had only himself to rely on. He lived
modestly and devoted himself to this cause.
His commitment to these individuals he works
for does not end with their freedom. They are
family.

Although Jim has announced he will no
longer have an active role in the day to day
operations of Centurion Ministries in the spring
of next year, | know that he will continue to be
a force for justice for years to come. He is a
very special person. | join many admirers of
Jim McCloskey in thanking him for his work
and wishing him well in the future.

————

40TH ANNIVERSARY OF THE
LEGAL SERVICES CORPORATION

HON. FRANK R. WOLF

OF VIRGINIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, July 24, 2014

Mr. WOLF. Mr. Speaker, tomorrow is the
40th anniversary of the establishment of the
Legal Services Corporation (LSC), which helps
provide civil legal aid to low-income Americans
who otherwise would be unable to afford legal
representation. LSC was created in 1974
through a bipartisan effort by Republicans and
Democrats in Congress and was signed into
law by President Nixon.

Today, LSC provides funding to 134 local
legal aid programs, which operate nearly 800
offices in every congressional district around
the country. Funding provided through LSC
supports low-income Americans, including
women seeking protection from abuse, moth-
ers trying to obtain child support, families fac-
ing unlawful evictions or foreclosures that
could leave them homeless, veterans seeking
benefits duly earned and seniors defending
against consumer scams, among other cases.
LSC-funded attorneys help parents obtain and
keep custody of their children, assist parents
in enforcing child support payments and help
women who are victims of domestic violence.
In fact, three out of four legal aid clients are
women, and legal aid programs identify do-
mestic violence as one of their top priorities.

As chairman of the House Commerce-Jus-
tice-Science  Appropriations  subcommittee
from 2001-2006 and again since 2011, | have
worked closely with the LSC leadership to
support these programs and ensure that fund-
ing is spent efficiently and appropriately. |
have also worked with my colleagues in Con-
gress and LSC leadership to mitigate partisan
issues that undermine support for this pro-
gram. Through these efforts, we have been
able to ensure that LSC funding is focused on
supporting legitimate civil legal aid needs by
those Americans who need it most.

Over the past several years, | have encour-
aged LSC to do more to engage law firms and
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bar associations to expand pro bono services
in coordination with the corporation. In re-
sponse, the LSC board created a Pro Bono
Task Force in 2011 and produced a com-
prehensive report with innovative ideas to bol-
ster national pro bono efforts. | want to credit
LSC Board Chairman John Levi and LSC
President Jim Sandman for their leadership on
this project, which has the potential to further
extend LSC’s support for low-income Ameri-
cans.

Forty years after its creation, the LSC fills a
critical gap by providing low-income Ameri-
cans with legal assistance they wouldn’t other-
wise have access to. | want to commend the
Legal Services Corporation and the attorneys
working in our communities for the work they
do every day on behalf of Americans who
need qualified counsel.

—————

IN HONOR OF THE 40TH ANNIVER-
SARY OF THE LEGAL SERVICES
CORPORATION

HON. CHRIS VAN HOLLEN

OF MARYLAND
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, July 24, 2014

Mr. VAN HOLLEN. Mr. Speaker, | rise today
to honor the achievements of the Legal Serv-
ices Corporation (LSC) on its 40th anniver-
sary. Forty years ago, President Nixon signed
into law the LSC Act, establishing the Legal
Services Corporation as one of the major
sources of funding for civil legal aid. In the
time since, LSC has grown to be the single
largest funder of civil legal aid for low-income
Americans, including many military families
and veterans.

Legal Services Corporation-funded legal aid
programs continue to make a crucial dif-
ference to millions of Americans by assisting
with the most basic civil legal needs, such as
addressing matters involving safety, subsist-
ence, and family stability. LSC funds 134 legal
aid organizations that serve hundreds of thou-
sands of low-income individuals, children, fam-
ilies, seniors, and veterans across America.
These individuals range from women seeking
protection from abuse, mothers trying to obtain
child support, families facing unlawful evictions
or foreclosures that could leave them home-
less, veterans seeking benefits duly earned,
and seniors defending against consumer
scams.

Demand for legal services and the need for
legal aid attorneys has never been greater in
this country. In recent years, however, over
1,000 full time employees have been termi-
nated as a result of a continued lack of fund-
ing for LSC. So while we reflect on the
achievements of LSC over the last forty years,
Congress must also renew its commitment to
providing LSC the critical resources it needs to
assist our most vulnerable.

On this anniversary, | salute the Legal Serv-
ices Corporation and LSC-funded attorneys for
the vital work they do every day on behalf of
Americans who need qualified counsel. Every
day that a legal aid attorney protects the safe-
ty, security and health of our most vulnerable
citizens, they bring this nation closer to living
up to its commitment to equal justice for all.
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HON. ANNA G. ESHOO

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, July 24, 2014

Ms. ESHOO. Mr. Speaker, | was not
present during rollcall vote numbers 433, 434,
435, and 436 on July 22, 2014, and rollcall
vote numbers 437, 438, 439, 440, and 441 on
July 23, 2014.

I would like to submit how | would have
voted:

On rollcall vote No. 433 | would have voted

yes.”

On rollcall vote No. 434 | would have voted
“yes.”

On rollcall vote No. 435 | would have voted
“yes.”

On rollcall vote No. 436 | would have voted
“yes.”

On rollcall vote No. 437 | would have voted
“no.”

On rollcall vote No. 438 | would have voted
“no.”

On rollcall vote No. 439 | would have voted
“yes.”

On rollcall vote No. 440 | would have voted
“yes.”

On rollcall vote No. 441 | would have voted
“yes.”

RECOGNIZING MIDDLETOWN TOWN-
SHIP POLICE SGT. MARK WERT

HON. MICHAEL G. FITZPATRICK

OF PENNSYLVANIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, July 24, 2014

Mr. FITZPATRICK. Mr. Speaker, | rise this
morning to offer my congratulations to Middle-
town Township Police Sgt. Mark Wert for 33
years of outstanding service to the people of
my home community and its police depart-
ment.

As always, the community owes a debt of
gratitude to those first responders who, each
day, selflessly protect our lives and property.
Sgt. Wert began his career on July 15, 1981,
moving to squad supervisor and then adminis-
tration overseeing the Traffic Safety Unit. He
also was the instructor for Emergency Vehicle
Operations and one of the department’s first
Field Training Officers. His dedication is rec-
ognized by the responsibilities he took on
within the police department and also in the
community. He was a director of the Transpor-
tation Management Association of Bucks
County and active in the community’s volun-
teer fire service—Skyline Fire Association and
William Penn Fire Co.

Sgt. Wert’s retirement begins on August 1,
2014 and so, on behalf of the grateful commu-
nity where | live and that | represent in this
House, | extend sincere appreciation to Sgt.
Mark Wert and wish him many healthy and
happy retirement years.
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