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The House met at 9 a.m. and was
called to order by the Speaker pro tem-
pore (Mr. HULTGREN).

————

DESIGNATION OF THE SPEAKER
PRO TEMPORE

The SPEAKER pro tempore laid be-
fore the House the following commu-
nication from the Speaker:

WASHINGTON, DC,
July 31, 2014.

I hereby appoint the Honorable RANDY
HULTGREN to act as Speaker pro tempore on
this day.

JOHN A. BOEHNER,
Speaker of the House of Representatives.

——

PRAYER
Reverend Roger Spradlin, Valley
Baptist Church, Bakersfield, Cali-

fornia, offered the following prayer:

Father, we thank You for Your sov-
ereignty and providence in each per-
son’s life who stands before me and,
more importantly, before You. Grant
them today Your guidance in their de-
liberations.

We acknowledge that our country is
facing serious challenges and that our
world is in crisis. Give this body the
courage that is mnecessary to lead.
Rather than allowing our ideology to
further divide us, may You, Father,
unite us in our shared love for this
great Nation.

Give the Members the wisdom to help
the oppressed and the weakest among
us, as well as the courage to lead by
conviction, rather than by mere prag-
matism.

Concerning our failures, rather than
justice, we ask for Your mercy and
grace. Give us the will to acknowledge
and to repent of all wrongs.

We thank You for the values on
which this country was founded and for
Your continued blessing through the
years. But we ask today, Father, for
our country, that our best days would
not be behind us, but before us.

We ask all these things in the strong
name of Jesus.
Amen.

————
THE JOURNAL

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair has examined the Journal of the
last day’s proceedings and announces
to the House his approval thereof.

Pursuant to clause 1, rule I, the Jour-
nal stands approved.

Mr. WILSON of South Carolina. Mr.
Speaker, pursuant to clause 1, rule I, I
demand a vote on agreeing to the
Speaker’s approval of the Journal.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
question is on the Speaker’s approval
of the Journal.

The question was taken; and the
Speaker pro tempore announced that
the ayes appeared to have it.

Mr. WILSON of South Carolina. Mr.
Speaker, I object to the vote on the
ground that a quorum is not present
and make the point of order that a
quorum is not present.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 8, rule XX, further pro-
ceedings on this question will be post-
poned.

The point of no quorum is considered
withdrawn.

———
PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Will the
gentleman from Pennsylvania (Mr.
MARINO) come forward and lead the
House in the Pledge of Allegiance.

Mr. MARINO led the Pledge of Alle-
giance as follows:

I pledge allegiance to the Flag of the
United States of America, and to the Repub-
lic for which it stands, one nation under God,
indivisible, with liberty and justice for all.

——
WELCOMING REVEREND ROGER
SPRADLIN

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Without
objection, the gentleman from Cali-

fornia (Mr. MCCARTHY) is recognized
for 1 minute.

There was no objection.

Mr. MCCARTHY. Mr. Speaker, I am
both honored and humbled to welcome
my good friend, Pastor Roger Spradlin,
as our guest chaplain this morning.

Holding a doctorate in ministry and
serving as a major leader within the
Southern Baptist community, Roger
has served the Valley Baptist Church
in Bakersfield, California, since 1983. In
that time, he has led a congregation
that has grown into a family of over
8,000 followers, a family that my wife,
Judy, my son, Connor, and Megan be-
long to.

I have watched Pastor Roger do
many things for our community. I have
watched him use his grace, his humil-
ity, his ability to bring people to-
gether. But the part that inspires me
the most is I have watched him in time
of need, in time of tragic situations in
our community, to help us heal. I have
watched him officiate and bring joy to
a husband and wife being married. I
have watched him 1lift up those in
harm’s way. But most importantly, I
have watched him always bring the
grace and inspire others.

So it is with a great deal of joy on a
special day today that I am able to
have my friend, an individual that
helped change my life, be a part of all
of our lives.

———

ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER
PRO TEMPORE
The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair will entertain up to five further
requests for 1-minute speeches on each
side of the aisle.

———

MIDDLE CLASS JUMP-START
(Mr. CICILLINE asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute.)
Mr. CICILLINE. Mr. Speaker, hard-
working American families deserve a
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