July 31, 2014

The question is, Is it the sense of the
Senate that debate on the nomination
of Jill A. Pryor, of Georgia, to be
United States Circuit Judge for the
Eleventh Circuit, shall be brought to a
close?

The yeas and nays are mandatory
under the rule.

The clerk will call the roll.

The assistant legislative clerk called
the roll.

Mr. DURBIN, I announce that the
Senator from North Carolina (Mrs.
HAGAN), the Senator from Iowa (Mr.
HARKIN), and the Senator from Hawaii
(Mr. SCHATZ) are necessarily absent.

Mr. THUNE. The following Senators
are necessarily absent: the Senator
from Tennessee (Mr. ALEXANDER), the
Senator from Mississippi (Mr. COCH-
RAN), the Senator from Texas (Mr. COR-
NYN), the Senator from Kansas (Mr.
ROBERTS), the Senator from South
Carolina (Mr. ScoTT), and the Senator
from Pennsylvania (Mr. TOOMEY).

Further, if present and voting, the
Senator from Tennessee (Mr. ALEX-
ANDER) would have voted ‘‘nay’” and
the Senator from Texas (Mr. CORNYN)
would have voted ‘‘nay.”

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Are there
any other Senators in the Chamber de-
siring to vote?

The yeas and nays resulted—yeas 58,
nays 33, as follows:

[Rollcall Vote No. 256 Ex.]

YEAS—58
Ayotte Gillibrand Murray
Baldwin Heinrich Nelson
Begich Heitkamp Pryor
Bennet Hirono Reed
Blumenthal Isakson Reid
Booker Johnson (SD) Rockefeller
goxer ggme Sanders
rown ing

Cantwell Klobuchar Schumer

X ; Shaheen
Cardin Landrieu Stabenow
Carper Leahy
Casey Levin Tester
Chambliss Manchin Udall (CO)
Collins Markey Udall (NM)
Coons McCaskill Walsh
Donnelly Menendez Warner
Durbin Merkley Warren
Feinstein Mikulski Whitehouse
Fischer Murkowski Wyden
Franken Murphy

NAYS—33
Barrasso Graham McConnell
Blunt Grassley Moran
Boozman Hatch Paul
Burr Heller Portman
Coats Hoeven Risch
Coburn Inhofe Rubio
Corker Johanns Sessions
Crapo Johnson (WI) Shelby
Cruz Kirk Thune
Enzi Lee Vitter
Flake McCain Wicker
NOT VOTING—9

Alexander Hagan Schatz
Cochran Harkin Scott
Cornyn Roberts Toomey

The PRESIDING OFFICER. On this
vote the yeas are 58, the nays are 33.
The motion is agreed to.

—————

NOMINATION OF JILL A. PRYOR
TO BE UNITED STATES CIRCUIT
JUDGE FOR THE ELEVENTH CIR-
CUIT

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The ma-
jority leader.

CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — SENATE

UNANIMOUS CONSENT REQUEST—H.J. RES. 76

Mr. REID. Madam President, I renew
the request I made earlier this evening.

I ask unanimous consent that the
Senate proceed to Calendar No. 220;
that a Reid-McConnell-Mikulski sub-
stitute amendment at the desk pro-
viding emergency appropriations for
the Iron Dome defense system in Israel
be agreed to; that the joint resolution,
as amended, be read a third time and
passed; that the motions to reconsider
be considered made and laid on the
table with no intervening action or de-
bate.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Is there
objection?

Mr. COBURN. I object.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Objec-
tion is heard.

The Senator from New Jersey.

UNANIMOUS CONSENT REQUEST—
EXECUTIVE CALENDAR

Mr. MENENDEZ. Madam President, I
rise in support of all of the career For-
eign Service officers whose nomina-
tions have been held up in the Chamber
until there is a crisis somewhere in the
world, until there is a Presidential or
Vice Presidential trip to some part of
the world that suddenly demands our
attention, and then miraculously holds
are lifted and nominees are approved.

On a Thursday, Malaysian Airlines
Flight 17 crashed in eastern Ukraine.
On the following Monday, the Senate
confirmed Michael Lawson as the U.S.
Ambassador to the International Civil
Aviation Organization. He had been
pending before the Senate. His first day
on the job, his first time meeting his
colleagues, he was forced to grapple
with this crisis.

In the last week or 10 days, two more
plane crashes have occurred in Taiwan
and in Mali, an Algerian plane. Ran-
dom events around the world cannot
determine when the Senate acts on
nominees. We cannot continue to fol-
low a policy of confirmation by crisis.
It took the President to travel to Saudi
Arabia—an important ally—and the
Vice President to travel to Chile for
the Senate to confirm the nominees to
those countries. In the case of Chile,
Ambassador Hammer was taken to his
new office in Santiago for his first day
on the job on Air Force Two because
the Senate approved his nomination
just before the Vice President was to
visit Chile. It should not require flying
on Air Force Two to get to your post-
ing for your first day of work as a U.S.
Ambassador. Take the case of our Am-
bassador to Qatar. She waited for
months, and then Bergdahl was ex-
changed for five Guantanamo detainees
released to Qatar, and suddenly she
was approved. It almost required the
President to be ‘‘wheels up’” on Air
Force One on his way to Riyadh before
we confirmed an Ambassador to Saudi
Arabia.

I repeat, the criteria for confirming
nominees should not be determined by
a sudden just-breaking crisis, with the
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urgent need to fill a vacant post. Con-
firmation-by-crisis is not a strategy. It
is not in the national security interests
of the United States.

Now the Foreign Relations Com-
mittee has moved judiciously—in some
cases with record-setting speed—to
confirm nominees. In the face of ob-
structionism on the floor of the Sen-
ate, the committee has proven that bi-
partisanship is not only possible but it
can thrive when American national se-
curity interests are put first.

It is my view that we must lift up our
Ambassadors and their families, not
put them down. These individuals are
serving our Nation. Their families are
sacrificing for our Nation. They de-
serve better. Our career Foreign Serv-
ice officers serve Democratic and Re-
publican Presidents. They should not,
must not be treated as political pawns.

We cannot continue to allow the pul-
pits where we preach American values
to remain vacant. No Nation can listen
to us if we are not present to speak for
ourselves. American leadership can
only occur if American leaders are
present on the international stage.

The Senate standoff that has left so
many career Foreign Service nominees
in political and personal limbo is dam-
aging our credibility, undermining our
national security, and it has to end
now.

I rise today for the career ambas-
sadors who have not gotten the de-
cency of a vote in the Senate, career
ambassadors who are waiting, along
with their families, for months, some
more than a year, to take their posts.
They are trapped on the Executive Cal-
endar, unable to assume their ap-
pointed posts because the leadership on
the Republican side has chosen to hold
them hostage as a political tool. They
have consciously chosen a strategy to
do nothing, pass nothing, approve
nothing, and leave Kkey diplomatic
posts unfilled for months, threatening
national security and our ability to
conduct foreign policy.

I ask unanimous consent that the
Senate proceed to executive session to
consider the following nominees: Cal-
endar No. 524, Adam M. Scheinman to
be Special Representative of the Presi-
dent for Nuclear Nonproliferation, with
the rank of Ambassador; Calendar No.
533, Karen Stanton to be the Ambas-
sador to the Republic of Timor-Leste;
Calendar No. 536, Eric Schultz to be
Ambassador to the Republic of Zambia;
Calendar No. 540, Donald Lu to be the
Ambassador to the Republic of Alba-
nia; Calendar No. 542, Amy Hyatt to be
Ambassador to the Republic of Palau;
Calendar No. 544, John Hoover to be the
Ambassador to the Republic of Sierra
Leone; Calendar No. 546, Matthew Har-
rington to be the Ambassador to the
Kingdom of Lesotho; Calendar No. 548,
Thomas Daughton to be the Ambas-
sador to Namibia; Calendar No. 637, Ar-
nold Chacon to be Director General of
the Foreign Service; Calendar No. 696,
Luis Moreno to be Ambassador to Ja-
maica; Calendar No. 699, Maureen
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