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and laid upon the table and the Presi-
dent shall be immediately notified of
the Senate’s action.

———

LEGISLATIVE SESSION

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ate will resume legislative session.

———

CLOTURE MOTION

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Pursuant
to rule XXII, the Chair lays before the
Senate the pending cloture motion,
which the clerk will state.

The legislative clerk read as follows:

CLOTURE MOTION

We, the undersigned Senators, in accord-
ance with the provisions of rule XXII of the
Standing Rules of the Senate, hereby move
to bring to a close debate on the motion to
proceed to calendar No. 471, S.J. Res. 19, a
joint resolution proposing an amendment to
the Constitution of the United States relat-
ing to contributions and expenditures in-
tended to affect elections.

Harry Reid, Patrick J. Leahy, Tom
Udall, Debbie Stabenow, Christopher
Murphy, Christopher A. Coons, Charles
E. Schumer, John D. Rockefeller, IV,
Maria Cantwell, Patty Murray, Dianne
Feinstein, Bill Nelson, Tom Harkin,
Richard J. Durbin, Sheldon White-
house, Al Franken, Amy Klobuchar.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. By unan-
imous consent the mandatory quorum
call has been waived.

The question is, Is it the sense of the
Senate that debate on the motion to
proceed to S.J. Res. 19, a joint resolu-
tion proposing an amendment to the
Constitution of the United States re-
lating to contributions and expendi-
tures intended to affect elections, shall
be brought to a close?

The yeas and nays are mandatory
under the rule.

The clerk will call the roll.

The legislative clerk called the roll.

Mr. DURBIN. I announce that the
Senator from New York (Mrs. GILLI-
BRAND) is necessarily absent.

Mr. CORNYN. The following Senators
are necessarily absent: the Senator
from Missouri (Mr. BLUNT) and the
Senator from Alaska (Ms. MURKOWSKI).

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Are there
any other Senators in the Chamber de-
siring to vote?

The yeas and nays resulted—yeas 79,
nays 18, as follows:

[Rollcall Vote No. 259 Leg.]

YEAS—T9
Alexander Corker Johnson (SD)
Ayotte Cornyn Kaine
Baldwin Donnelly King
Begich Durbin Kirk
Bennet Feinstein Klobuchar
Blumenthal Fischer Landrieu
Booker Flake Leahy
Boozman Franken Levin
Boxer Graham Manchin
Brown Grassley Markey
Burr Hagan McCain
Cantwell Harkin McCaskill
Cardin Hatch McConnell
Carper Heinrich Menendez
Casey Heitkamp Merkley
Coats Heller Mikulski
Cochran Hirono Moran
Collins Hoeven Murphy
Coons Johanns Murray
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Nelson Schumer Walsh
Pryor Sessions Warner
Reed Shaheen Warren
Reid Stabenow Whitehouse
Rockefeller Tester Wicker
Rubio Udall (CO) Wyden
Sanders Udall (NM)
Schatz Vitter
NAYS—18

Barrasso Inhofe Risch
Chambliss Isakson Roberts
Coburn Johnson (WI) Scott
Crapo Lee Shelby
Cruz Paul Thune
Enzi Portman Toomey

NOT VOTING—3
Blunt Gillibrand Murkowski

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The yeas
are 79, the nays are 18. Three-fifths of
the Senators duly chosen and sworn
having voted in the affirmative, the
motion is agreed to.

————

PROPOSING AN AMENDMENT TO
THE CONSTITUTION OF THE
UNITED STATES RELATING TO
CONTRIBUTIONS AND EXPENDI-
TURES INTENDED TO AFFECT
ELECTIONS—MOTION TO PRO-
CEED—Continued

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ator from Oklahoma.

Mr. INHOFE. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that I be able to
speak as in morning business for 15
minutes.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

(The remarks of Mr. INHOFE Dper-
taining to the introduction of S.J. Res.
43 are printed in today’s RECORD under
“Statements on Introduced Bills and
Joint Resolutions.”)

NDAA

Mr. INHOFE. There is another issue I
wish to talk about, and I have talked
to our leader, Chairman LEVIN, on the
Armed Services Committee. There are
several members of the Armed Services
Committee, including the chair, on the
floor.

I think we wanted a vote on what
happened last year. Last year we did
not pass an NDAA—Kkeep in mind we
passed an NDAA every year for 52
yvears. Perhaps, in my narrow view, I
think it is the most significant bill we
address every year.

Now we have this year’s NDAA that
we passed on May 22. It passed our
committee 25 to 1. It had the over-
whelming support of Democrats and
Republicans to go ahead and have an
NDAA bill. Chairman LEVIN and I have
come to the floor and begged our col-
leagues to send down amendments if
they want. We have several amend-
ments now, a couple hundred amend-
ments. We are looking those over. We
are going to try to see what can go into
a managers’ amendment, and maybe we
can come up with something. I am hop-
ing we can do it before the election, to
come up with a bill that will consider
the amendments. If we were able to say
to the Democrats and Republicans in
this vote that we would restrict it to
“X” number of amendments, 3, 5, 6
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amendments on each side, then I be-
lieve our leader would allow this to
come to the floor so we could have an
NDAA vote.

I have a number; 140 amendments
have already been filed. The staff has
been working over the August recess to
put together a managers’ package that
is going to consider varieties of all
these 140 amendments, but we need
more. What I don’t want to happen is
in the last minute everyone comes up
and says: Wait a minute. I have amend-
ments and I want to have them in-
cluded. Now is the time to do it.

We have thousands of men and
women serving today in harm’s way,
risking their lives for us, for our Na-
tion, and they are dealing with the
most complex and volatile global secu-
rity environments I have ever seen in
my life. We rely on them to do their
job to keep our Nation safe and they
should rely on us to do the same.

Let’s remember what happened last
year. Last year we didn’t do it and we
came up to the year-end, and it wasn’t
until then we decided we were not
going to be able to do it in the legiti-
mate way that we have been doing for
52 years. And so I happened to be the
ranking member of the minority, and
of course we have Chairman LEVIN and
we had the two on the House side. The
big four got together in a room, took
all the amendments that had been con-
sidered, weeded through them, satisfied
most of the people, and in 3 hours we
designed a bill, brought it out to the
floor and passed it on the 26th of De-
cember. Now we have gone beyond
that. We have gone to December 31.

We have kids out there risking their
lives without hazard pay, without reen-
listment bonuses. It costs some $15 mil-
lion to train a fighter in the air to the
standards of an F-22, and the reenlist-
ment bonus would be about $200,000. So
the economics are there. Assuming we
had gone beyond that point, it would
have been an absolute disaster.

So I am pleading with all of our
Members on the Republican side and on
the Democratic side to do what is nec-
essary to bring their amendments down
to the floor.

The President recently submitted an
OCO request for $59 billion to fund op-
erations in Afghanistan and around the
world. The request includes a new $4
billion counterterrorism partnership
fund and $1 billion for the European re-
assurance funds. Many questions re-
main about these funds. I have ques-
tions about it. I haven’t talked to one
member of our Senate Armed Services
Committee who knows the details of
this request.

We are the ones who should be doing
this. These are measures we can in-
clude in the NDAA, and I am going to
ask and plead with our fellow Members
on the Democratic and Republican side
to get your amendments in and let’s go
ahead and let us take a number of
amendments on each side so we can
have the ability to do it the way it
should be done.
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