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Mr. BLUMENAUER. Mr. Speaker,
there is much that Congress deals with
that seems intractable. We struggle
with the great issues of war and peace.
We view climate change and its devastating impacts and are paralyzed. We
look at this still-simmering racial unrest and the painful events of Ferguson, Missouri, and largely are ignoring the underlying issues.
There is one area where government
at the State and local level and here in
Congress can make things a little easier, a little more sensible, and that is
dealing with our failed policy of marijuana prohibition.
There was a sad article on the front
page of The Times yesterday about a
call center employee, paralyzed since
he was 16 years old, who was fired from
his job because he used medical marijuana in a State where it is legal, on
his off-hours, at home at night, to control his back spasms.
That had nothing to do with his job
performance, yet this person was terminated. There is a certain degree of
hypocrisy, where someone having a
glass of wine at home is treated radically different.
This is just one small example of a
much larger problem. The cost of our
failed prohibition causes untold damage to racial minorities, especially African American young men who are
much more likely to be arrested and
jailed, even though they use marijuana
no more frequently than young White
men, jailed for something most Americans now think should be legal.
That hypocrisy was on display with
the NFL, who suspended a player for a
year for smoking marijuana, but remember, the wifebeater was suspended
for only two games until an even more
graphic video of the beating forced the
NFL’s hand because of the public outrage; yet this is the same NFL that encourages—some would say pressures—
players to be pumped with shots and
pills to dull their pain, which often
leads to serious consequences for these
players later in life, especially prescription drug dependency.
Remember, we have an epidemic of
prescription drug abuse that kills more
people
every
year
than
heroin,
methamphetamines, and cocaine combined, and of course, no one has ever
been killed from a marijuana overdose.
We are wasting lives, law enforcement resources, and money when we
have more important issues to tackle. I
am pleased that my State of Oregon,
which was the first State to decriminalize a small amount of marijuana,
now may become the next State to legalize adult use.
We have seen significant progress
here in Congress to allow the cultivation of industrial hemp, allow Kentucky tobacco farmers and Oregon
ranchers to grow hemp for products
that are perfectly legal and you can
buy in any city in America.
We have helped rein in the Federal
Government interference with the 23
States that allow over 1 million people
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to use medical marijuana. People are
picking up and moving to States that
permit medical marijuana to get access
to the therapeutic benefits of marijuana, which can reduce the violent epileptic seizures that torture their children.
It is time for us to do a reality check.
Let’s legalize, regulate, and tax marijuana, and then get on to those bigger
problems that need our attention, like
war and peace, the consequence of a
failure to deal with climate change,
and the epidemic of prescription drug
abuse that is killing three or four
Americans every hour. Let’s get our
priorities straight.
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RADICALIZED AMERICANS
FIGHTING WITH ISIS
The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentleman from
Virginia (Mr. WOLF) for 5 minutes.
Mr. WOLF. Mr. Speaker, according to
a new poll released by CNN last
evening, ‘‘Americans are increasingly
concerned that ISIS represents a direct
terror threat’’ and that they are ‘‘fearful that ISIS agents are living in the
United States.’’
A Washington Post poll released this
morning shows that 90 percent of the
American people believe that ISIS
poses a ‘‘serious’’ threat to the U.S.
This threat is growing, largely due to
the fact that an increasing number
radicalized westerners, including more
than 140 Americans, are freely traveling to Syria to link up with ISIS and
al Qaeda-affiliated groups.
Consider that over the last month,
while this Congress was out on recess,
the number of Americans killed fighting with terrorist organizations in
Syria quickly grew, signaling a trend
that should be troubling to all Americans.
Earlier this summer, Moner Mohammad Abu-Salha, a 22-year-old from
Florida, became the first American suicide bomber fighting in Syria for the al
Qaeda-affiliated al-Nusra.
Equally concerning as his deadly act
was the fact that he traveled from
Syria to Florida and back again in the
months before his deadly terrorist act.
In August, two more Americans were
reportedly killed fighting with ISIS—
Douglas
McArthur
McCain
and
Abdirahmaan Muhumed, both originally from Minneapolis, Minnesota.
We must take proactive steps to discourage Americans from traveling to
Syria to link up with these groups. Unfortunately, current law does not prevent Americans from traveling freely
to Syria and back, which creates loopholes would-be jihadists can exploit.
Currently, unless the U.S. has solid
evidence that they have joined one of
these terrorist groups, the FBI cannot
arrest suspects upon their return. Unfortunately, it can be very hard to
prove that suspects fought with a terrorist group in Syria, due to limited
U.S. intelligence about their activities
in the region.
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I am concerned that the absence of
laws preventing unrestricted travel to
Syria means the U.S. is not taking any
substantial steps to discourage Americans from going over to fight. This is
an untenable situation that puts our
country at greater risk of attack from
a radicalized American who trains and
fights with these groups and later returns home. That is why I have introduced legislation in March, aimed at
curbing this threat.
Over the last 6 months, since its introduction, the dramatic gains by ISIS
and a growing number of foreign fighters has only reaffirmed the need for
legislation to address this issue.
My bill, H.R. 4223, the International
Conflicts of Concern Act, will give the
President authority to temporarily restrict travel and material support to
countries like Syria, and the President
could add additional countries of concern when conflicts spill over into
other countries, as we have seen in
Iraq.
The bill would also contain important protections, allowing legitimate
travel by licensed humanitarian aid
workers, journalists, and other groups
cleared by the U.S. Government. I want
to add that this bill was developed with
the input of the FBI and has been supported by Director Comey of the FBI.
I believe it is a commonsense solution to an increasingly urgent threat,
and the House should bring up this bill
and pass it before it recesses. Should
we fail to do so, I believe that one day
we will regret not doing all that we can
to protect our homeland from the
radicalized fighting with ISIS in Syria.
Mr. Speaker, I also want to close by
encouraging the President to call on
the expertise of two men who know
more about fighting terrorists and insurgent threats in Iraq than anyone,
General David Petraeus and General
Stanley McChrystal.
Although both have retired and neither work for this administration anymore, our country would benefit greatly from their expertise as the military
and intelligence community address
the growing threat in Iraq. I hope the
President and his team will ask for
their assistance.
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THE SEPTEMBER MESSAGE
The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentleman from
Maryland (Mr. HOYER) for 5 minutes.
Mr. HOYER. Mr. Speaker, September
should be a particularly important
month for this House. It will be a
month of contrasts. It will be a month
in which the American people will be
able to see that the Republican message to the American people is, ‘‘You
are on your own,’’ while Democrats
say, ‘‘We are on your side.’’
All right. Well, what does that mean?
The Republicans’ announced agenda for
this month ought to be no surprise to
anyone who has been paying attention
to the gridlock in Congress.
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