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they assume that ISIS can be de-
stroyed immediately without any
American boots on the ground. The
ground forces necessary to destroy
ISIS immediately, that deployment
would involve hundreds, if not thou-
sands, of American casualties. Even if
we had a victory over ISIS that was
swift, our forces would be the ones on
the ground. We would then be viewed
as responsible for providing security,
which would require a prolonged pres-
ence.

Now, some fantasize that Turkey or
Saudi Arabia or somebody else—just
not us—will be willing to deploy
ground forces and suffer major casual-
ties. Well, keep in mind that Turkey
and Saudi Arabia weren’t willing to
suffer any casualties to destroy Sad-
dam Hussein in our final war against
him, and that these two Sunni nations
hate some of the enemies of ISIS as
much they hate ISIS. If there are going
to be troops on the ground, they will
not just magically appear from others
in the region.

The greatest flaw in the simple
thinking is to focus exclusively on
whom we want to destroy without ask-
ing who will be empowered by such de-
struction. Who are the enemies of ISIS
that ISIS is fighting today? Who would
step into the vacuum if ISIS were rap-
idly destroyed? Four entities: the al-
Nusra front, ISIS’ chief rival in Syria.
The al-Nusra front, of course, is part of
al Qaeda. Second, Assad, who has killed
over 191,000 of his own people. Third,
the extremist Shiite militias and per-
haps former Prime Minister Maliki.
These are forces that killed hundreds
of Americans last decade. And fourth,
Hezbollah and its patron Iran, who
killed hundreds of Americans in Leb-
anon in 1983 and also killed hundreds of
Americans in Iraq last decade.

Now, there is constant discussion
that ISIS might have the ability to
conduct operations outside the Middle
East, perhaps against us. Hezbollah and
Iran have killed hundreds of people in
actions in Asia, South America, Africa,
and Europe. So let us be clear: those
who will take power if ISIS is swept
aside are nearly as evil as ISIS. Let us
applaud a President who has taken de-
cisive action, acted with caution,
achieved significant military victories,
and done it all without a single Amer-
ican casualty.

Finally, there is the issue of Con-
gress. What is our role? Some think
that our role is to dodge tough votes,
leave town next week, and stay away
until Veterans Day, all without voting
on what America is doing in the Middle
East. Unfortunately, we ought to do
our job. The War Powers Act allows the
President to act for 60 or 90 days. After
that, if Congress refuses to act, the
President either has to violate the Con-
stitution or summon Congress back
and hope that we do our job. We ought
to pass a resolution authorizing air op-
erations for a significant period of time
while not expanding the President’s
limited rights to deploy ground forces.
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We ask our pilots to do their job. We
in Congress should do ours. Let’s con-
sider a War Powers Act resolution.
Let’s take the tough vote.

———

THE VIOLENCE AGAINST WOMEN
ACT

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentlewoman from
Wisconsin (Ms. MOORE) for 5 minutes.

Ms. MOORE. Mr. Speaker, I rise
today to commemorate the 20th anni-
versary of the passage of the Violence
Against Women Act.

Our Nation has certainly come a long
way in advancing the rights of women.
In fact, just a few weeks ago, our coun-
try celebrated Women’s Equality Day,
a day commemorating the passage of
the 19th Amendment to the Constitu-
tion, granting women the right to vote.
Women, united together against in-
credible odds, have fought for the right
to participate in our democratic proc-
ess. And, now, 94 year later, our fight
for our dignity continues in our own
homes—the war being waged against
domestic  violence. The Violence
Against Women Act embodies that
fight against women being brutalized
by those who claim to love us. The Vio-
lence Against Women Act provides the
resources for women to access police
protection, legal services, and social
services.

The passage and reauthorization of
the Violence Against Women Act was a
victory for our entire country—a vic-
tory for Native American women who
had been raped and brutalized on tribal
lands with impunity, a victory for
LGBTQ victims whose agony was ig-
nored because of their gender identity,
a victory for young women in college
whose institutions were derelict in
their response to ‘‘boys just being
boys,” and a victory for children whose
emotional wounds had scabbed over
with no healing balm.

We can take comfort knowing that
the Violence Against Women Act is
making a true difference in the lives of
countless women across the country. It
has helped reduce domestic violence by
shifting the way our culture responds
to it. For instance, our Services-Train-
ing-Officers-Prosecutors, or STOP,
grant program provides vital funding
to local communities, giving them the
tools they need to strengthen the
States’ criminal justice system re-
sponse for victims.

And the Violence Against Women Act
isn’t just socially responsible, it is fis-
cally responsible, as well. In its first 6
yvears alone, the Violence Against
Women Act saved taxpayers at least
$12.6 billion in net averted social costs.
A recent study found that civil protec-
tion orders saved one State, Kentucky,
on average $85 million in a single year.

The road to this victory wasn’t trav-
eled alone. As I look around, I see
many of those who stood with me in
the face of partisan opposition and ob-
struction. I see the faces of friends and
champions like Representative DONNA
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EDWARDS, Representative ToM COLE,
Representative LOUISE SLAUGHTER,
Representative JOHN CONYERS, and

Leader NANCY PELOSI. But I don’t want
to just talk about Members of this
body but talk about those who walk
outside these Halls, champions like
President Obama, Vice President JOE
BIDEN, President and Secretary Clin-
ton, Kim Gandy from the National Net-
work to End Domestic Violence, and
all those Native American tribes who
showed up to stand for the reauthoriza-
tion.

As I stand here remembering those
who have walked with us, I am re-
minded of my very own home district
of Milwaukee. Our community will,
once again, host the annual Brides
Walk sponsored by the UMOS Latina
Resource Center. This walk commemo-
rates a Dominican American woman
who was brutally murdered by her jeal-
ous ex-boyfriend in New Jersey on her
wedding day. This beautiful bride was
shot dead in her wedding dress. This
event, the Brides Walk, was inspired by
a staunch advocate for women’s rights,
Josie Ashton, who raised awareness
about domestic violence by walking
from New Jersey to Florida wearing
her own wedding dress and spending
the night sleeping at shelters from New
Jersey to Florida to elucidate the prob-
lems and challenges of domestic vio-
lence, and remind us that sometimes
so-called love can turn to abuse.

This event, the Brides Walk in Mil-
waukee, will be celebrated by women
donning wedding gowns and walking
through the streets of Milwaukee
speaking against domestic violence.
They will be accompanied by brave
men who walk by their sides. And so I
urge people in Milwaukee to join the
March Against Domestic Violence in
Milwaukee and to use social media to
bring attention to this pressing issue.

————

THE DO-NOTHING CONGRESS

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentleman from
North Carolina (Mr. BUTTERFIELD) for 5
minutes.

Mr. BUTTERFIELD. Mr. Speaker, we
only have 24 legislative days left in the
113th Congress, yet the Republican ma-
jority has failed to pass any meaning-
ful legislation. The last 2 years have
been wasted with partisan rhetoric and
legislative initiatives that amount to
nothing more than talking points.
House Republicans have made this the
least productive Congress in recent
memory.

They have waged a sustained war
against low-income citizens by block-
ing commonsense legislation that
would raise the minimum wage and re-
store emergency unemployment insur-
ance. They continue to oppose efforts
to ensure women receive equal pay for
equal work. For the first time in the
history of our Nation, they are pur-
suing a frivolous lawsuit against the
President at taxpayer expense, and I
continue to fume about that lawsuit.
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