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percent of the member’s years of creditable
service multiplied by the member’s retired
pay base under section 1406(b)(1) or 1407 of
this title, whichever is applicable to the
member.”’.

(b) EFFECTIVE DATE.—The amendment
made by subsection (a) shall take effect on
July 1, 2015, and shall apply to payments for
months beginning on or after that date.

———

NOTICES OF HEARINGS

COMMITTEE ON HEALTH, EDUCATION, LABOR,
AND PENSIONS

Mr. HARKIN. Mr. President, I wish to
announce that the Committee on
Health, Education, Labor, and Pen-
sions will to meet on September 16,
2014, at 2:30 p.m., in room SH-216 of the
Hart Senate Office Building, to conduct
a hearing entitled ‘“Ebola in West Afri-
ca: A Global Challenge and Public
Health Threat.”

For further information regarding
this meeting, please contact Emily
Schlichting of the committee staff on
(202) 224-6840.

COMMITTEE ON HEALTH, EDUCATION, LABOR,

AND PENSIONS

Mr. HARKIN. Mr. President, I wish to
announce that the Committee on
Health, Education, Labor, and Pen-
sions will meet in executive session on
Wednesday, September 17, 2014, at 10
a.m. in room SD-430 of the Dirksen
Senate Office Building to mark-up S.
2141, The Sunscreen Innovation Act;
H.R. 4366, The Strengthening REdu-
cation through Research Act; S. 2154,
Emergency Medical Services for Chil-
dren Reauthorization Act of 2014; and
Sharon Block, of the District of Colum-
bia, to serve as a Member of the Na-
tional Labor Relations Board; as well
as any additional nominations cleared
for action.

For further information regarding
this meeting, please contact the Com-
mittee at (202) 224-5375.

COMMITTEE ON HEALTH, EDUCATION, LABOR,

AND PENSIONS

Mr. HARKIN. Mr. President, I wish to
announce that the Committee on
Health, Education, Labor, and Pen-
sions will meet on September 18, 2014,
at 9:30 a.m., in room SD-430 of the
Dirksen Senate Office Building, to con-
duct a hearing entitled ‘‘Fulfilling the
Promise: Overcoming Persistent Bar-
riers to Economic Self-Sufficiency for
People with Disabilities.”

For further information regarding
this meeting, please contact Zoe Gross
of the committee staff on (202) 224-5484.
PERMANENT SUBCOMMITTEE ON INVESTIGATIONS

Mr. LEVIN. Mr. President, I would
like to announce for the information of
the Senate and the public that the Per-
manent Subcommittee on Investiga-
tions of the Committee on Homeland
Security and Governmental Affairs has
scheduled a hearing entitled, ‘“‘Tax Au-
dits of Large Partnerships.”” The Sub-
committee hearing will examine IRS
audits of large partnerships, including
trends and audit issues identified in a
Government Accountability Office re-
port to be released at the hearing. Wit-
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nesses will include representatives of
the U.S. Department of the Treasury,
the Internal Revenue Service, and U.S.
Government Accountability Office. A
witness list will be available Tuesday,
September 16, 2014.

The Subcommittee hearing has been
scheduled for Thursday, September 18,
2014, at 2:30 p.m., in room SD-342 of the
Dirksen Senate Office Building. For
further information, please contact
Elise Bean of the Permanent Sub-
committee on Investigations at (202)
224-9505.

———
AUTHORITY FOR COMMITTEES TO
MEET
COMMITTEE ON ENERGY AND NATURAL
RESOURCES
Mr. COONS. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the Com-

mittee on Energy and Natural Re-
sources be authorized to meet during
the session of the Senate on September
11, 2014, at 10 a.m. in room SD-366 of
the Dirksen Senate Office Building.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

COMMITTEE ON ENVIRONMENT AND PUBLIC

WORKS
Mr. COONS. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the Com-

mittee on Environment and Public
Works be authorized to meet during
the session of the Senate on September
11, 2014.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

COMMITTEE ON FOREIGN RELATIONS

Mr. COONS. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the Com-
mittee on Foreign Relations be author-
ized to meet during the session of the
Senate on September 11, 2014, at 3:15
p.m.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

COMMITTEE ON THE JUDICIARY

Mr. COONS. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the Com-
mittee on the Judiciary be authorized
to meet during the session of the Sen-
ate on September 11, 2014, at 10 a.m. in
room SD-226 of the Dirksen Senate Of-
fice Building, to conduct an executive
business meeting.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

SELECT COMMITTEE ON INTELLIGENCE

Mr. COONS. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the Select
Committee on Intelligence be author-
ized to meet during the session of the
Senate on September 11, 2014, at 2:30
p.m.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

———

ALL CIRCUIT REVIEW EXTENSION
ACT

Mr. REID. I ask unanimous consent
that the Senate proceed to the consid-
eration of Calendar No. 506, H.R. 4197.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
clerk will report the bill by title.

September 11, 2014

The assistant legislative clerk read
as follows:

A Dbill (H.R. 4197) to amend title 5, United
States Code, to extend the period of certain
authority with respect to judicial review of
Merit Systems Protection Board decisions
relating to whistleblowers, and for other pur-
poses.

There being no objection, the Senate
proceeded to consider the bill.

Mr. REID. I ask unanimous consent
that the bill be read the third time and
passed, and the motion to reconsider be
considered made and laid upon the
table with no intervening action or de-
bate.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

The bill (H.R. 4197) was ordered to a
third reading, was read the third time,
and passed.

——————

VETERANS’ COMPENSATION COST-
OF-LIVING ADJUSTMENT ACT OF
2014

Mr. REID. I ask unanimous consent
that the Veterans’ Affairs Committee
be discharged from further consider-
ation of S. 22568 and the Senate proceed
to its consideration.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

The clerk will report the bill by title.

The assistant legislative clerk read
as follows:

A bill (S. 2258) to provide for an increase,
effective December 1, 2014, in the rates of
compensation for veterans with service-con-
nected disabilities and the rates of depend-
ency and indemnity compensation for the
survivors of certain disabled veterans, and
for other purposes.

There being no objection, the Senate
proceeded to consider the bill.

Mr. SANDERS. Madam President,
today, as chairman of the Committee
on Veterans’ Affairs, I applaud my col-
leagues for their support and Senate
passage of S. 2258, the Veterans’ Com-
pensation Cost-of-Living Adjustment
Act of 2014.

All of my colleagues on the com-
mittee, including Ranking Member
BURR and Senators ROCKEFELLER, MUR-
RAY, BROWN, TESTER, BLUMENTHAL,
HIRONO, ISAKSON, JOHANNS, MORAN,
Bo0zMAN, and HELLER, joined me in
supporting this important legislation,
introduced by Senator BEGICH. I look
forward to continuing our bipartisan
efforts to improve the lives of our Na-
tion’s veterans.

This important measure directs the
Secretary of Veterans Affairs to in-
crease the rates of veterans’ compensa-
tion to keep pace with the increasing
cost-of-living in this country. The rate
adjustment is equal to that provided on
an annual basis to Social Security re-
cipients and is based on the Consumer
Price Index. Last year’s cost-of-living
adjustment of 1.5 percent affected so
many important benefits, including
veterans’ disability compensation and
dependency and indemnity compensa-
tion for surviving spouses and children.
VA has projected that more than 4.5
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