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that is part of the reason I always feel
s0 at home in visiting Fabens.

The next time you are in the 23rd
District of Texas, I invite you too to
visit Fabens, to enjoy the hospitality,
to see the sights, and to learn the his-
tory of Fabens and all of west Texas.

———

UNINTENDED CONSEQUENCES OF
OBAMACARE CONTINUE TO PILE
UP

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentlewoman from
North Carolina (Ms. FoxX) for 5 min-
utes.

Ms. FOXX. Mr. Speaker, I would like
to offer half a cheer for the recent news
that the benchmark price for a ‘‘silver”
level ObamaCare plan will drop very
slightly in FY 2015. Why only half a
cheer? As economics writer Megan
McCardle recently noted:

Contrary to optimistic early reports, that
doesn’t mean that everyone’s costs are fall-
ing. Consumers will have to be attentive to
make sure that their costs don’t go up. The
worse news: we won’t actually know what ef-
fect the Affordable Care Act is having on in-
surance prices until 2017, when a bunch of
temporary subsidies for insurers expire.

She goes on to note that the various
“risk corridors’” and other incentives
which the Obama administration cre-
ated to get insurers to participate in
ObamaCare are preventing us from
knowing the real cost of the Presi-
dent’s disastrous health care law.
McCardle writes:

Right now, it’s just not very risky for in-
surers to write a policy that loses a bunch of
money because your losses are capped at a
few percent. Starting in 2017, all that
changes. Insurers are going to need to price
policies with the expectation of making
money and the fear of losing it.

Mr. Speaker, I will pause for a mo-
ment to note that socialized losses
combined with private profits are a
hallmark of the crony capitalism of
the ObamaCare era. Sadly, even in
these heavily subsidized years, Ameri-
cans are still suffering from price
shock on their health insurance plan.
As a constituent recently wrote to me:

Virginia, here we go again. I just received
a letter from my health insurance carrier
that my policy will no longer be available
after December 31, 2014, due to not being
ACA compliant. I will now be looking at
$600-a-month premiums as I am not eligible
for a subsidy because I could go on my wife’s
policy for $650 a month. $600 would be over 20
percent of my take-home pay. We need your
help to keep our current plan as promised or
change the ACA.

ObamacCare’s problems extend beyond
high prices. I recently received a letter
from a constituent—a middle-aged
woman recovering from breast cancer—
who was simultaneously dealing with
the consequences of ObamaCare and
the Obama economy.

In 2013, I was laid off from a job I had for
almost 8 years. I opened a business instead of
drawing unemployment. This year, the build-
ing I was leasing was sold and the new own-
ers would not let me stay. My life savings
went into building this and now it was gone.
No money to start over about the same time
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I find I had breast cancer. I had tried to sign
up for ObamaCare months before, but be-
cause my husband and I file our taxes sepa-
rately, I did not qualify for subsidies regard-
less of my income. So here I am, no insur-
ance, no income, with breast cancer. I do not
qualify for disability because I don’t expect
to be disabled for at least 12 months. I do not
qualify for Medicaid because of the guide-
lines for that.

I have paid my taxes and worked hard all
my life and my government does not care
about that.

Is this messed up or what?

Mr. Speaker, the law is messed up.
The unintended consequences of
ObamaCare continue to pile up for
hardworking Americans across the
country. When will this administration
learn that it does not have the knowl-
edge or ability to effectively, effi-
ciently, and fairly manage the eco-
nomic and health care choices of over
300 million Americans from Wash-
ington?

————
RECESS

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 12(a) of rule I, the Chair
declares the House in recess until 2
p.m. today.

Accordingly (at 12 o’clock and 10
minutes p.m.), the House stood in re-
cess.
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AFTER RECESS

The recess having expired, the House
was called to order by the Speaker pro
tempore (Mr. MESSER) at 2 p.m.

————
PRAYER

The Chaplain, the Reverend Patrick
J. Conroy, offered the following prayer:

Almighty God of the universe, we
give You thanks for giving us another
day. We thank You that You give us a
share in Your creative work, having
endowed each with unique and impor-
tant talents.

On this day we ask Your blessing on
the men and women of the people’s
House who have been entrusted with
the care of this great Nation’s people.
Because of the great blessings You
have bestowed on our Nation, may we
embrace the opportunity to build a bet-
ter world beyond our borders as well.

As another election approaches,
Members are understandably focused
on their campaigns. Give them the en-
ergy and courage to remain focused as
well on the demands of office facing
them now. This is difficult, but our Na-
tion and our world have many issues
calling for attention, and these few
have the privilege of addressing them
with some hope of bringing resolution
that may be of benefit to us all.

May all they do this day be for Your
greater honor and glory.

Amen.

———

THE JOURNAL

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair has examined the Journal of the
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last day’s proceedings and announces
to the House his approval thereof.

Pursuant to clause 1, rule I, the Jour-
nal stands approved.

————
PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Will the
gentleman from Pennsylvania (Mr.
Pi1TTs) come forward and lead the
House in the Pledge of Allegiance.

Mr. PITTS led the Pledge of Alle-
giance as follows:

I pledge allegiance to the Flag of the
United States of America, and to the Repub-
lic for which it stands, one nation under God,
indivisible, with liberty and justice for all.

————
ELKS 125TH ANNIVERSARY

(Mr. PITTS asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. PITTS. Mr. Speaker, I want to
congratulate the Lancaster Elks Lodge
on their 125 years of service to our
community.

The Benevolent and Protective Order
of Elks was founded in 1868, and just
over 2 decades later, the Lancaster
branch first met, growing from 24
members at the beginning to more
than 600 today.

For nearly 150 years now, Elks have
engaged in service to their commu-
nities, focused on veterans, youth, and
our Nation.

The Elks count among their past
members a number of distinguished
Americans, including five men who
served as Speaker of this House.

Nationwide, the organization donates
$3.656 million to send kids to college.
Locally, the Lancaster Elks are known
for their children’s sports leagues and
events.

The Elks support our local veterans
and servicemembers, making sure that
they are honored for their dedication
to our country.

Thank you again to the Lancaster
Elks for their contributions to our
community. I am looking forward to
celebrating this great anniversary with
them on November 1.

——————

THE AUGUST JOBS REPORT

(Ms. FOXX asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Ms. FOXX. Mr. Speaker, the August
jobs report is out, and it contains more
bad news. The 6-month trend creating
200,000-plus jobs is over.

Consider that in order to return to
its previous pre-recession levels, the
economy needs to add more than
380,000 private sector jobs every month.
200,000 is barely half of the needed
number, and this month we dropped to
142,000 new jobs.

This ‘‘new normal” might be okay
for Washington and the booming public
sector, but it is not okay with the mil-
lions of Americans struggling to find
work and the millions more who have
given up looking altogether.
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